September 8, 2017
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights Denounces the Pardon of Former Sheriff Joe Arpaio
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, by majority vote, denounces President Donald J. Trump’s
pardon of former Sheriff Joe Arpaio. 1 The pardon of Mr. Arpaio, who repeatedly violated the
civil rights of Latino residents of Maricopa County, Arizona and also violated a federal court
order to desist from violating those civil rights, flouts the rule of law. Moreover, because these
violations occurred while Mr. Arpaio was acting as a law enforcement officer, the pardon erodes
the promise of fair administration of justice. Pardoning a person convicted of deliberately and
flagrantly defying a federal court order over a sustained period of time undermines the rule of
law in this country by signaling that supporters and allies of the President who violate civil rights
and ignore orders from federal courts will not be held accountable as our system of justice
requires.
The many court decisions filed over the course of nearly a decade of litigation against Mr.
Arpaio and the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office establish a disturbing course of intentional
violations of civil rights. In 2007, litigants filed a class action lawsuit on behalf of all Latino
persons who had or would be detained in Maricopa County, Arizona, claiming that Mr. Arpaio
and his office had illegally and without authorization engaged in discriminatory behavior against
Latino individuals in Maricopa County. 2 Despite a federal court ordering Mr. Arpaio and his
office to stop their unlawful behavior, 3 court records show that he made repeated public
statements that he understood he was violating the court’s order, including that he would “never
give in to control by the federal government;” even if the Supreme Court struck down an Arizona
immigration law, he declared, “I’m still going to do what I’m doing.” 4
The underlying reasons for Mr. Arpaio’s criminal conviction are alarming. Latino residents of
Maricopa County sought justice for the violation of their civil rights, only to be confronted with
Mr. Arpaio’s public and blatant contempt for the law after a court vindicated their claims. The
pardon functionally endorses racial profiling and abuses of authority, contrary to the work of the
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hundreds of thousands of hardworking law enforcement officers around the country who
faithfully uphold the law.
Chair Catherine E. Lhamon said, “The President’s pardon of Sheriff Arpaio damages the fabric
of our nation by condoning – from law enforcement – deliberate, flagrant violation of a court
order specifically to protect fundamental constitutional principles. The federal courts fulfilled
their obligation to protect and uphold civil rights, and it is anathema to the fair administration of
justice for the President to dismiss that judgment.”
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