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PROCEEDTINGS
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comes to order at
Friday, June 7th,
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the Commission, R
attending by phon
call. So please
your name. Vice
VICE CH
CHATIR G
COMMISS
CHAIR G
COMMISS
CHATIR G

COMMISS

CHATIR G

If

i

i

i

¢

If

d

d

i

i

1

i

1

i

1

i

i

D o

S

(10:00 a.m.)
1S: Good day and welcome to the
1\ Civil Rights’ monthly business
ronference is being recorded. At
I like to turn the conference over
lease go ahead.
\RZA:

Good morning, everyone.

I get started. This business
Commission on Civil Rights
10:00 a.m. Eastern time on
2024. This meeting is taking
I'm the Chair of

e conference.

chelle Garza, and since we're all

174

, I'd like to start with a roll
ronfirm your presence when I say
hair Nourse?

A\ TR NOURSE: Present.

\RZA: Commissioner Adams?

[ONER ADAMS: Here.

\RZA : Commissioner Gilchrist?

[ONER GILCHRIST: I'm present.

\RZA : Commissioner Heriot?
[ONER HERIOT: I'm here.

\RZA : Commissioner Jones.
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COMMISS

CHAIR G

COMMISS

CHAIR G

COMMISS
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Based on that rol

present. Is the
COURT R
here.
CHAIR G

Director present?
MR. MOR
CHATIR G
present?

MR. GAN

CHATIR G
Great. Well, now
proceed with toda
federal register.
following items.
Maine, North Caro
Advisory Committe

then, those prese

IONER JONES: Present.

ARZA: Commissioner Kirsanow?
TONER KIRSANOW: Here.
ARZA: Commissioner Magpantay?
TONER MAGPANTAY: I'm here.

ARZA: Wonderful. Thank you all.
1 call, we have all Commissioners
court reporter present?

EPORTER: Thank you, ma'am. I'm

ARZA: Wonderful. Is the Staff

ATES: I am present.
ARZA: Is the Parliamentarian
4 : I'm present. Yes.

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

ARZA : Good morning, David.
we are going to go ahead and
V's agenda as posted on the

We are going to consider the
I have presentations by the
lina, and South Carolina State

& Chairs on released reports. And

mtations will be followed by
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discussion and vote on updated timeline for our

Commission's repo
enforcing religio
will also have a
briefing report e
Examining Racial
Victims of Violen
followed by a dis
appointment of me
for the State of
to conclude with
there any motions
Okay. Hearing no
move to consider
presentation by o
A. PRESENTATIONS
ON RELEA|
So in t
hearing from the
mentioned. Advis
and ears on the g
civil rights conc
national level.
inequality and re

crucial for promo

1
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rt on the federal role in
1s freedoms in prison. And we

iiscussion and vote on our

mtitled Federal Efforts in

and Ethnic Disparities Among

t Crime. And that will be
tussion and vote on the

mbers to the advisory committee
Alabama. And finally we're going

the Staff Director's report. Are

to amend the current agenda?

me, we're going to go ahead and
the first agenda item,

wr Advisory Committee Chairs.

BY STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHAIRS

$ED REPORTS AND MEMORANDUM

dday's meeting we’re going to be
three Advisory Committees that I
ory Committees serve as the eyes
round to identify and elevate

erns from the local to the

And their dedication to uncovering
commending actual solutions is

ting justice and equality across
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Advisory Committee reports provide our

rrstanding of emerging and

fhts issues experienced at the

wre very grateful to have the

mmittees as our guests to present

their reports that have been voted

7 of their committees. And

rous investigations, public

rehensive reports, we ensure that

ln at the forefront of policy

r work 1s invaluable. The SAC

7 invaluable in offering a

iningful change and safeguarding

f all citizens.

efore we start with our -- before

wdvisory committee chairs today,

i disclaimer just to set the stage

1. Again, these presentations are

rt that the Advisory Committees
They voted upon it by a

committee. It is important to

its and dissents from individual

reflect their personal opinions

sarily be accurate or these

retted or reviewed by others. So
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we should not consider those equivalent to the

official report t
purpose, again, o
from the Advisory,
what was voted up
committee based o
We deep
your ability to r
and recommendatio
emphasize that wh
be controversial,
our colleagues by
degrading any per
the right to cut
degrade, or do no
So thank you all
sharing your insi
going to go ahead
presentation from
Chair Samantha Le
right to criminal

you, Chair Lee.

MS. LE:

Commissioners, fe
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rat had been voted on. The

these presentations is to hear
Committee representatives about
n and recommended as the
I\ the testimony they gathered.
|y appreciate your presence and
tpresent your Committee's findings
1s. Additionally, I want to
| 1le some statements made today may
it is crucial that we all respect
refraining from defaming or

on. And as Chair, I do reserve
hort any statements that defame,
. pertain to the issue at hand.
ror being here. Thank you for
fhts with us today. And we're

and proceed with our first

our Maine Advisory Committee

on the Committee's report, the
legal defense in Maine. Thank
'he floor is yours.

MAINE
Thank you, Chair Garza,

| low State Chairs, and staff for
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allowing me to speak today.

of the Maine Advi
years, the Maine
Maine, the public
the civil rights
Our report was su
So a 1li
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offices. It was
establish a publi
alongside private
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I'm Samantha Le, Chair

sory Committee. For the last two
\dvisory Committee studied whether
criminal defender office impacts
f indigent criminal defendants.
mitted in November 2023.

ttle history. Until recently,

7 state that relied solely on

I attorneys to provide indigent
istead of having public defender’s
lowly -- it has slowly worked to
defender system working
attorneys to alleviate the
entation for indigent criminal

v years ago, the Maine legislature
iine Commission on Indigent Legal
, with the mandate to quote,

ity representation to indigent

s, Jjuvenile defendants, and
ents in child protective cases.”
I on just indigent criminal
iere's public concern that MCILS
Constitutional obligations. A

Amendment Center found that MCILS

> standards of the 6th Amendment.
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The American Civil Liberties Union of Maine 1is

suing MCILS becau
failed low-income
Unquote. Maine's
also found issues
Advisory Committe
issue. We heard
academics, advoca
public hearings 1
what we found.

So the
public defense sy
meet the state's
clients. A lack
and administrativ
individuals in ne
demand for indige
the capacity of a
delays. This cre
obtaining counsel
their own lawyers

Number
with disabilities
disproportionatel

system. Individua
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d
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]
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l/
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se quote, “The current system has
people accused of a crime.”
government oversight committee
with MCILS. Thus, the Maine

t set out to discover more on this
rrom impacted individuals,

res, and law makers at three
v 2022. I will highlight some of
rirst thing was Maine’s nascent
stem is under-funded and unable to
rurrent legal needs of indigent

f sufficient funding, structure,
p support negatively impacts

td of public defense. The current
't legal services far outweighs
railable attorneys leading to long
ites an imbalance in speed of
between those who can afford
versus those who can't.

two. People of color, individuals
and non-English speakers are

y impacted by Maine's current

s in the federally protected
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classes are most likely to be negatively impacted
by the lack of quality and capacity of indigent
legal services. Mentally i1l defendants’
disability will manifest in the extreme without
counsel being promptly appointed.

Finding||three. Attorneys assigned as
public defenders meed the same resources as
prosecutors to efi|fectively and meaningfully
represent their c|lients. There's a lack of parity
between the resoufrces available for public defense
and those availablle for prosecution. Public
defense attorneys||lare not provided with mentorship,
technical knowledge, or resources such as health
insurance, disabi|llity insurance, or overhead costs
in the same mannejt as prosecutors are, putting
their client's rilgk at subpar representation.

Parity s not just mere money the
Committee learned]| it is about having a defense
perspective at thg decision making tables. At
every table, a priosecutor or the attorney general
is welcomed. Ovefrall, it is about standing and
respect for the dgfense function. There are more
findings in the fll report. However, I'm now
going do highlighjt some of our recommendations.

So the [first one is we urge this
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Commission body to have the U.S.

Justice investiga
effective and mea
clients facing ac
level recommendat
to the Maine legi
the Chief Justice
Court, and MCILS.
provide adequate
for criminal defe
by MCILS to promo
and prosecutors.
the Governor adeq
defense system, t
So again, until t
Governor adequate
system this issue

Recomme
robust and well-s
one that includes
well as private a
incentivizes atto
defense.

Number

criminal defense
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Department of
e whether Maine is providing
1ingful representation to indigent
rual incarceration. For the state
lons,

we would like for them to go

slature, Governor Mills’ office,
for the Maine Supreme Judicial
The first one is, they should
runding to indigent legal services
idants at the minimum recommended
e parity between defense counsel
Until the Maine legislature and
lately funds Maine's indigent

1is issue will not be resolved.

le Maine legislature and the

ly funds Maine's indigent defense
will not be resolved.

idation number two, developing
tructured public defender system
state input public defenders, as
torneys, and one that

rmeys to provide quality legal
Increase the number of

rthree.

wttorneys in order to reduce
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workloads of thos
will hopefully re
who may feel pres
they have genuine
court. Workload
updated according

Recomme
task force to cre
that has the capa
meaningful defens
the federally pro

delayed or subpar

includes the publ

So a ye
testimony, the Ad
the topic. We wa

the question, wha
funding a public
December 2023, we
Carney 1is a state
Committee. Jim B
Director of MCILS
that there was a

address the barri

despite the Const

e still accepting cases. This
duce the pressure on defendants
sured into taking plea deals when
defenses and want to be heard in
and caseload standards should be
1y.

mdation number four. Appoint a
ate a system of public defense
tity to provide effective and

¢ and that ensures the members of
tected classes are not receiving
services. Ensure the task force
1c defense prospective.

ar after taking the last

visory Committee voted to revisit
mt laser focus this time and ask
Tt are the barriers to fully
defense system in Maine? So in
heard from two people. Anne
legislator and Chair of Judiciary
11lings is the new Executive

The first thing we learned was
lack of consensus on how to

krs. Director Billings said that

itutional mandate of right to
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counsel, indigent
by leftover or su
Senator Carney ad
uphold its Consti
to counsel while
balanced budget.
So Dire
moving to a new p
of Maine will req
build up the capa
worse until they
long-term benefit
costs. So our re
legislature, Gove
Justice to not fu
supplemental budg
sustainable manne
capacity. We nee
public defense an
Somethi
Director Billings
public defense sy
who can take adva

forgiveness progr

partnership with

legal services are often funded
pplemental budget allocations.
dled that the legislature must
tutional mandate to provide right

At the same time maintaining a

ttor Billings explained that

ublic defense system for the State
wire sustained funding and time to
¢city. Meaning things will be

get better. But he believes the

2y

s will outweigh the initial high
commendation is to the Maine
tnor’s office, and the Chief

md public defense with

et, but to fund it in a

r with the goal of building up the
@ to prioritize our parity between
4 prosecution.

mg else we learned was that

stated how transitioning to a
stem will attract new attorneys
mtage of the student loan

ams, mentorship programs, and

law schools. The current system
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disincentivizes new public defense attorneys from

working in Maine.
to the Maine legi
and MCILS to purs
and support new a
forgiveness progr
partnerships with
opportunity to th
We are a small bu
thank the staff a
CHATIR G
much, Chair Le, £
time for Commissi
questions from Co
recognized? Hear
like to jump in a
Chair I
for the work that
investigation.
background, I've
defense work in T
my county, and I'
compensation look

heard testimony a

for the public de
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So our recommendation again is
tlature, the Governor’s office,
le initiatives that will attract
rtorneys through student loan
and

ims, mentorship programs,

law schools. I want to take this
ink the Maine Advisory Committee.
i dedicated group. And also to
1d interns for their help.

\RZA:

Thank you. Thank you so

r that presentation. We now have
ner questions. Are there any
nmissioners that would like to be
lng no initial questions, I would
1d ask a question, if that's okay.
p, first of all, thank you so much
was done with regards to this

1st as a matter the personal

jone some indigent criminal

txas on essentially on a wheel in
h just curious, what does the
like? I'm not sure if you've
but

round this particular issue,

render, or for those that are
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private attorneys
what does that sy
mean do you have
Is there a state
any details on th
MS. LE:
the legislature h
public defense to
But still that's
attorneys that wa
prosecution has a
the benefits that
to be shared with
defense counsel h
lot attorneys in
they have to cove
heating fee, over
even with the hig
losing attorneys.
CHATIR G
MS. LE:
studied this issu
$120, and now $15

CHATIR G

information. It'?

that are providing legal support,
stem look like in terms of -- I
these -- are they paid by county?
fund that pays them? Do you have
at?

As best I could understand it,
@s raised the hourly pay for

$150 an hour just most recently.

mot -- we're still losing

$150 -- the

9z

7. So, I mean,
lot of support in terms of all
are listed. So at $150, that has
the other overhead costs, the

@s to take into consideration. A
Maine are solo practitioners, so

it all their costs, rental fee,
head costs, and staff fee. So

I increase it's $150, we're still
ARZA: How much was it previously?
I believe it was -- when I

e it was like $60, went to $80,

, yeah.

ARZA:

Thank you for that

$ important to understand.
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Because it's very similar situation with private

attorneys that ta
they're typically
extra. And a lot
attorneys that ta
I appreciate some
extra support tha
their needs to be
comes to being pr
cases and providi
understand that V|
So I'm going to c

VICE CH

MS. LE:

VICE CH
for your service.
gorgeous. I grew
want to ask you -
problem I just no
of people frame t
spending our scar
who are alleged t
think what we nee

that it's really

it's a battle for

of times I think

411 on her.
ATR NOURSE:
Yes.

ATR NOURSE:

+ you know,

his as, you know,

te tax dollars on

@ to recognize in

innocence.

NEAL R. GROSS

ke cases in Texas,

solo practitioners.

ke those cases just to learn.

I love the state of Maine.

up around the bend.

t just a Maine problem.

® have committed a crime.

17

you know
It's kind of
there are

But

of those findings with regards to
t you all have identified that
parity in that regard when it
epared and handling these types of
mg robust representation. I

ice Chair Nourse has a question.

Chairman Le?

Thank you so much

It's

So I just

it's a national

And a lot
why are we
defending people
And T

this battle is

4 battle for the rule of law and

So we know that bad
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lawyers don't investigate.

perfunctory motio
has proved this o
wondered if you ¢
what the resistan
it just a monetar
tried appealing t
going to spend a
jail who are inno
of parity.

MS. LE:
that question. B
about political w|
states, deal with
lot of times the
supplemental budg
costs, let's say,
But we're not pri
very important.
will in the legis
defense system.
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They make, you know,

1s the Southern Poverty Law Center
rer and over again. And so I

uld comment a little bit about
re is to this kind of parity. Is
7 tax resistance?

And have you

the sense that, you know, we're
lot more money putting people in

rent 1f we don't achieve some kind

So I don't know the answer to
it I get the sense that it's a lot
11. States like Maine, like many
a lot of budget shortfalls, so a

jovernor will say, “We have

1%

t. So let's look at heating

for those who can't afford it.”
ritizing people's liberty, which
o we need to have the political
lature to fund a robust public
\TR NOURSE: Well, thank you very
rice and keep fighting.

Thank you.
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thank you, Chair Le,

re going to go ahead --

hinute comments.

I just wanted to add for your
rneys don't get paid until the
\RZA: Okay. That's helpful.
So this is the reason for
and

lea deals, plea bargains,

\RZA:

lermine the representation model.

rou highlighting that as well.

reciate the work that you all are

for your

me. I don't know if you wanted

19

It's all these nuances that

lsed to us as something to keep an

can consider it and provide

ruture. So thank you so much,

service and your leadership on

7 Committee and for taking time to

1y. Wonderful.

t're going to go ahead and move on

\tation.
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floor is yours.
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GHT : Good morning, ma’am. I am
t, Chair of the North Carolina

I would like to thank Chair
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Ay
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re relevant points of our report.
that thank all North Carolina

& members, panelists, and members
made this report possible.

ort, Civil Rights and Equity of
Ibligations, focuses on civil
wecific to post-conviction legal
ions. The 8th Amendment to the
stitution states that excessive

¢ required, nor excessive fines

1 and unusual punishments

s a Committee, examined state
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consider the cour
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ation and parole.

Xcuse me?
ARZA:
se continue.
tHT:  Oh.
as punishment,
red illegally,

ictims,

tailed,

a1 fund.
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t services and general
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1c sanctions 1s a standard
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Chief District Court judges

larolina, and the North Carolina

fice of the Court for their
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mdant's ability to pay before
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@lso recommend an analysis of the
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with all other co
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the Commission, f
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look forward to v
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point, we'll open
questions. If so
please let me kno
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I notic
your report that
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I'm curious, what
for folks that ar
are they supposed
them off? I don'
the impact to the
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iditions of their release.

ng, I want to again thank you,

r the opportunity to share key

tndations of our report, and I

ur questions. Thank you.

\RZA: Thank you so much, Chair

1 for your presentation. At this
up the floor to Commissioners for

heone would like to be recognized,

v. Okay. Well, I will take the

yed and ask another question.

td that there was a comment in
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ronsequences is having a driver's
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was the -- what are the options

t unable to pay these debts? How
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1 that.
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research the impact.

impactful and con
gain employment.

personal opinion,
license to get to

they are choosing

and fines. It ma
care. But we do
impacts. But fro

from our panelist
circumstances tha
have to be made b
a license. And t
place this as a r
have a few North
that are looking
reason.

CHATIR G
And I could also
gain employment s
only pay for your
fees.

MS. WRI

believe that you

provide for yours

q
]

If

I

]

| 4

g

(

]

i

]

(

¢

4

T

I did speak on those
sequences of not being able to
A lot of times, and this is my
people would drive without their
work, to pay whatever bills that
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\at is one of the reasons we did
rcommendation and, in fact, do
larolina General Assembly embers
into creating a bill for that
\RZA: Yeah. I could imagine.
imagine it would be difficult to
that you can turn around and not
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be another ticket
cycle over again.
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ust want to express on behalf the
our appreciation for your

Qv .

GHT : My final words, thank you

ty. And we do hope that those

Y

3 will receive our recommendations

ern will act upon those. Thank
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we really found that we needed
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DR. MAURO:

tell you who thes
CHATIR G
you bringing this
done this report
but I think a lot
actually occurrin
Advisory Committe
going to open it
there are other c
for Chair Mauro,

know so I can rec

COMMISS
Gilchrist, here.

CHATIR G
Go ahead.

DR. MAU

COMMISS
Madam Chair. Doc

voice and thank y
Carolina Advisory
informative repor
Chair highlighted
forfeitures comin

state, having the

§

i

¢

g

I

d

(

d

1

i

1

1

d

d

And in who? I couldn't even
r people are.
\RZA : Yeah.

Well, I appreciate

to light. Your committee has

ln bringing this important issue,

of folks are unaware this is

¥. So I commend you and the State

» for investigating this. I'm

ip to others for questions. So if
mmissioners that have questions
hair Doctor Mauro, please let me
gnize you.
[ONER GILCHIRST: Madam Chair?

\RZA: Commissioner Gilchrist.
O: Hello Commissioner.
[ONER GILCHRIST: Thank you,
ror Mauro, it's great to hear your
u so much, and to the South
Committee for doing such an
I to a wanted to echo what the
regarding the 71 percent of

y from African Americans in the

state being made up of about 28
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percent of African Americans.

My ques
did their report,
highlighted wheth
came from out-of-
through South Car

DR. MAU
on specifically t
question. As I m
system in South C
would receive a p
all -- particular
issue where speed
state. Once the
general $25 dolla
municipality and
of these out-of-s
traps. We were n
I do know of seve
state who do set
interstate and pu
and using legal m
group of vehicles

this data problem|

there's no way to

1

4

]

d

I

g

«

S

i

]

counties,

yp dragnets,

kans which,

tion to you, when the Committee
was there any data that

rr or not any of the forfeitures

state, from folks traveling
lina?
O: No, sir. We did not focus

\at issue. And it's a very good

tntioned, there was also this

arolina where law enforcement

rrcentage of all parking tickets,
|y speeding tickets was a big
traps were set throughout the

tate legislatures concreted a

r fee that was received by the

that lowered the number

Tate stoppages and the speed
ot able to find that information.

ral different counties in our

basically, on the

11 over random cars and vehicles

you know, taking the

But again, that points again to

I just can't tell you because

know other than to go through
NEAL R. GROSS
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every newspaper,
sort of data grab
issue. It is cer
appreciate you ad
state as well. I
the topic that yo
something that ma
Thank you.
COMMISS
want to thank you
work regarding th
good friend Sheri
gave some testimo

assertion that so

annexing parts of

money. Are you £
DR. MAU
COMMISS
sheriff gave on t
DR. MAU

leader in law enf
know. And he rea
of him to come fo
issue. And unfor

I don't feel comf

every court report,

tainly a concern,

TONER GILCHRIST:

e report.

RO: Yeah.
TONER GILCHRIST:

hat?

tunately,

NEAL R. GROSS

sir.

w all chose to look at.

Well,

drtable being able to,

37

and to do some

and it's just such a daunting

And T

vocating for the people of our

m very happy to see that this is

It is

kes us all shutter in some ways.

no. I

all for certainly doing yeoman's
I also read that my

ff Leon Lott in South Carolina

my to the Committee on his

me police departments were
interstate in order to seize

amiliar with that testimony --

that the

RO : Well, Sheriff Lott is a
drcement in the state, as you
1ly —— it was very good and brave

rtward and to talk about this

I believe he's correct.

you know,

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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talk specifically
the revenues we'r
their unencumbere
funding and use 1
sheriff has -- an
state with sherif
topic that Sherif

COMMISS
that information.
appreciate you br
And we certainly
abreast of what's
that's all I have
the time.

CHATIR G
Gilchrist. Are t
Commissioners? O
you, Doctor Mauro
and your leadersh
Committee and all
there. I really
enthusiasm behind
your presence. S

Commissioners, I

presenting today

. But in a general sense, because

Fany
Ay

talking about here, because of
@l nature, the ability to take the
t in whatever discretion the

d some issues we've had in the

fs in the past -- makes this a

f Lott was right to point out.
TONER GILCHIRST: Thank you for
And again, I certainly

inging this before the Commission.
look forward to continuing to stay
happening here. Madam Chair,
Thank you so much, again, for
ARZA : Thank you, Commissioner
here other questions from

thank

kay. Hearing none. Again,

Chair Mauro, for your service
1p on the South Carolina Advisory
the work that you are doing
genuinely appreciate the

your words today and appreciate
® on behalf of all of my fellow

want to thank each of Chairs for

and sharing your important work.

Ccou
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B. DISCUSSION AND VOTE ON UPDATED REPORT TIMELINE:

THE FEDERAL ROLE IN ENFORCING RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS

IN PRISON

So we'rg going to go ahead and move on to

our next agenda iftem.

It is a vote to amend the

timeline for a brfiefing report on the federal role

in enforcing relijgious freedoms in prison due to

staffing shortagels

Office of Civil Rights Evaluation.

that we've experienced in the

The revised

timeline that we [fhave has been shared by

Commissioner Kirsgnow's special assistant. I'm

going to go ahead

adopt the revised

and move to adopt that we move to

timeline for the federal role in

enforcing religios freedoms in prison report. Do

I have a second?

COMMISS[IONER KIRSANOW: Kirsanow,
second.

CHAIR GARZA: Thank you, Commissioner
Kirsanow. So a motion has been made and properly
seconded. Is thejrte any discussion on this? Okay.

Hearing none, we |can proceed to a roll call vote.

So please respond

A\Y ”

no

abstaining. Vice

VICE CHATR NOURSE:

if you are opposed,

with “yes” if you are in favor,
or “present” if you are
Chair Nourse?

Yes.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

(202) 234-4433

1716 14TH ST., N.W., STE 200

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNEDITED 40

CHATR G
COMMISS
CHATIR G
COMMISS
CHATR G
“yes”; 1is that co
COMMISS
barely hear every
has gone down, an
can hear me okay.
CHATIR G

clearly. Okay.
COMMISS
CHATIR G
COMISSI
CHATIR G
COMMISS
CHATIR G
passes unanimousl
COMMISS

You skipped me.
CHATIR G
Commissioner Heri

COMMISS

CHATIR G

ARZA: Commissioner Adams?
TONER ADAMS: Yes.

ARZA: Commissioner Gilchrist?
TONER GILCHRIST: Yes.

ARZA: I believe that was a
rrect?

IONER GILCHRIST: Yes. I can
dne. For some reason, my volume
@l T can barely hear. I hope you
ARZA:

I can hear you very

ommissioner Jones?

TONER JONES: Yes.

ARZA: Commissioner Kirsanow?

ONER KIRSANOW: Yes.

ARZA : Commissioner Magpantay.
TONER MAGPANTAY: Yes.

ARZA : And I vote yes. Motion

9z
<
.

TONER HERIOT: You skipped me.

ARZA : Oh, I'm so sorry.

ot .

Ccou

(202) 234-4433

TONER HERIOT: I vote yes.

ARZA: Thank you for that. I
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apologize.
COMMISS|]

CHATR GH
unanimously. All
Thank you for thalf
schedule that we'[l
C. DISCUSSION ANI[
IN EXAMINING RA|
VI

The nexf

[ONER HERIOT: No problem.

\RZA: So motion passes

Commissioners have voted yea.
. We're going to have a new
|1 adhere to for that report.
VOTE ON REPORT: FEDERAL EFFORTS
IAL AND ETHNIC DISPARITIES AMONG

'TMS OF VIOLENT CRIME

[ item on our agenda is a

discussion and vofte on the Commission's report

entitled Federal Hfforts in Examining Racial and

Ethnic Disparitiels
We're going to holld two votes.

to consider the rgport itself,

consider findings

going to move thaft

circulated to all

Among Victims of Violate Crime.
First we're going
and second we will
and recommendations. So I'm

we approve the report as

Commissioners on May 20th by the

Director of the Offfice of Civil Rights Evaluation

with the mutually

agreed upon technical final

revisions that weffe made and recirculated on June

6th by Commissiongr Kirsanow's special assistant.

So we've adopted |[those.

motion?

COMMISS[IONER KIRSANOW:

Is there a second to this

Kirsanow,
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second.

CHATIR G
Kirsanow. A moti
seconded. Is the

VICE CH
Nourse. I just w|
Commissioner Adam
with this report
It could have bee
after crime which
pandemic, and now|
the pandemic. Bu
about the deep pr
they're extraordi
fueled some of th
I've learned from
OCRE did an extra
I've worked on fo
crime, and how th
billion dollars,
way in which thes
second look. So
the Chair for pur
play and listenin

professional staf

ARZA : Thank you, Commissioner

®n has been made and properly

re any discussion?

ATR NOURSE: This is Vice Chair
duld like to say that I thank

$ and our colleagues for dealing
dn an equitable and fair basis.

m politicized and about the nature
| of course, went up during the
has gone down once we are out of
t I think they taught me something
dblem of young black men has, and
mary homicide rate which has

is as a civil rights issue. So
them. I'd also like to say that
drdinary work on something that

r a long time, which is victims of
@t system, which is worth a

works. And it turns out that the
e funds are distributed needs a

T want to thank Commissioners and
suing this with a spirit of fair

¢ to all sides and the

t. Thank you.

Ccou
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CHAIR GARZA:

Nourse.
COMMISS
Adams.
CHATR G
COMMISS

parliamentary ing
is the question b
else?
CHATIR G
Commissioner Adam
COMMISS
CHATIR G
the report that w|
the technical rev
circulated to us
COMMISS
be recognized on
CHATIR G
Commissioner Adam|
COMMISS
little below the
more to say other
years ago and for

talks about what

TONER ADAMS:

wise.

1t should be about.

Thank you very much, Chair

TONER ADAMS: Chair Garza?
ARZA: Yes, Commissioner Adams.
TONER ADAMS: The point of

wiry, are we voting -- is this --

kfore us the report or something

ARZA: It's the report,

. It was —--

TONER ADAMS: Okay.

ARZA : Yeah. And we're voting on

@s recirculated on June 6th with
isions to the report that was

¢on the 20th of May.

Okay. I'd like to

that issue, please.

ARZA: Yes. Go ahead,
TONER ADAMS: Forgive me. I'm a
weather, I guess. So I'd have

But this report started

mer Chair Cantu and I had a lot of

And the core
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that we wanted or at least I wanted it to be about,

was the impact on
rising crime, whi
and the impact on
to run a business
street, the abili
of businesses in

regularly looted.
target are leavin
disproportionate

report was origin
that it's seemed

disagree with the
misrepresented, b
have a panel of a
the chiefs of pol
went up, not some
one police chief,
think there was s
direction this re
arching messages

regarding the pro
I'll be getting m
supported a lot o

necessarily agree

d

1

1

q

i

«

1

g

]

d

K

«

d

i

minority communities of the

th T don't think is deniable --
minority communities, the ability
the ability to walk down the

'y to, you know -- I saw pictures

the Bronx that were being

The fact that Wal-Mart and

g minority communities because of

levels of crime, that's what this

111ly intend to be. And I'm sorry
o take a detour. I would
statement that all sides are
rcause, for example, we wanted to
number of police chiefs who were
lce in major cities when the crime
ody -- like, we had one witness,
who came late to the game. So I
me real stories here about the
ort took that I think have over-
oth for the public and Congress
redures of how we do reports. And
re into that -- you know, I've
reports that I didn't

with everything, but this one
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sort of got off t
on this.

CHATIR G
comments, Commiss
discussion? Okay]
ahead and proceed
respond with “yes
are opposed, or %
We're going to st

VICE CH

CHATIR G

COMMISS

CHATIR G

COMMISS

CHATIR G

COMMISS
this report. I'm
means you want me

CHATIR G

COMMISS

CHAIR G

COMMISS

CHATIR G

COMMISS

CHATIR G

he rails.

ARZA::

1oner Adams.

4

ARZA:

ARZA:

JONER GILCHRIST:

ARZA::

TONER HERIOT:

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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to roll call vote.

if you are in favor,

ATIR NOURSE: Yes.

TONER ADAMS: No.

going to abstain.

to say “present.”

ARZA:  Okay.

TONER JONES:  Yes.
ARZA:

TONER KIRSANOW:
ARZA:

TONER MAGPANTAY :
ARZA:

And I vote yes.

45

And that's all I have

Thank you for your
Is there any further

Hearing none, we're going to go

Please

A\ ”

no” if you

present” if you are abstaining.

art with Vice Chair Nourse.

Commissioner Adams?

Commissioner Gilchrist?
Yes.
Commissioner Heriot?

I'm not a fan of
I guess that
SO present.

Commissioner Jones?

Commissioner Kirsanow?

Commissioner Magpantay?

Yes.

So the

www.nealrgross.com
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motion passes with six yeses,

opposed,

vote.

recommendations flpr the report that was circulated

UNEL

ITED

and one jabstention.

We're gjoing to now move on to the second

and we had one

We're going to consider findings and

to all Commissiongrs on June 5th by Vice Chair

Nourse’s interim |gpecial assistant,
to go ahead and rgad them into the record.

are as follows.

and I'm going

They

46

Finding
enduring rac
victimizatio
of homicide
rates are as
particular p
disadvantage
represented.
peaked durin
has receded.
homicides, 1
and dispropo
color residi
neighborhood
disparities

benefits fro

The substantial and

)

for young black men.

@l are disproportionately

¢ the COVID-19 pandemic,

Gun violence,

There are racial

5

1n victims’

Ccou
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1al disparity in homicide

m is driven by the high risk
Crime
sociated with hot spots or

laces typically where the

Although the crime rate

it

including gun
mcreased during the pandemic,
rtionately impacted persons of

mg in racially segregated

access to and

m existing victim services,
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including the Federal Victims of Crime Act

Fund. Some
victims, may
because of r
stereotypes
deserving cr
Recomme
efforts are
spots in whi
trust in pol
neighborhood
efforts by p
community th
effective cr
Number two,
should provi
and linguist
Number three
standardized
the FBI’s da
should handl
homicides to
Number four,
victimizatio

requiring po

N

d

¢

]

if

d

d

]

D o

d

]

\

¢

]

1

1

g

If

I

rictims, including black
receive less compensation
icial or ethnic or gender
juestioning whether they are
lme victims.
idations. Crime reduction
ften hampered in the very
th crime spikes because of low
lce by those in over-policed
Best practices support
lice to increase trust in the
1t they are policing as an
lme reduction strategy.
rictim service providers
le trauma informed culturally
lcally specific services.
non-fatal shootings need a
method of measurements for
ra and police departments,
t these shootings like
prevent further violence.
data collection on crime
1 could be improved by

lice officers to capture more
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granular data about race,

sexuality, a
crime report
devising the
state victim
VOCA Grant g
applicants £
regard to ra
number six,
should aim t
compensation
that bar com|
not reported
consider whe
Commission i
third-party,
crisis cente
Is ther
ngs and reco
VICE CH

CHATIR G

and properly seco

this?

Okay. Hea

we can go ahead a

Pleas

e respond wi

if

1

d

\

d

L

K

1

g

I

i

i

if

If

1

T

T

48
ethnicity,

1d gender for the uniform

ng system. Number five, in
state programs and services,
service providers, example
rantees should encourage

r all walks of life without
And

e, ethnicity, or gender.

rictims’ compensation programs

reduce disparities in victim

and consider removing rules
ensation when the victim has
the event to police or
ther reporting to the

it is made to a reliable
non—-governmental agency, or
t a second to adopting these
hmendations?
A\ TR NOURSE: Second.
\RZA : So a motion has been made
ided. Is there any discussion on

ring no discussion on this issue,

\d proceed to a roll call vote.

A\Y ”

th “yes” if you are in favor, “no
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abstaining.

Yes,

Commissioner Adam

UNEDITED g

Vice

VICE CH

is my vote.

CHAIR G

VICE CH

CHAIR G

COMMISS

CHAIR @

COMMISS

CHATIR G

COMMISS

CHAIR @

COMMISS

CHATIR G

COMMISS

CHAIR G

COMMISS

CHATIR G

Thank you all. T

favor,

four oppos

D. DISCUSSION AN

(202) 234-4433

i

i

i

i

1

i

1

i

1

i

1

i

1

i

1

i

I

q

I

5

or “present” if you are

Chair Nourse?

\IR NOURSE: Present. Wait.
Sorry. I apologize.

\RZA : Okay.

A\ITR NOURSE: Yes, 1s my vote.
\RZA : Yes. Thank you.

?

[ONER ADAMS: No.

\RZA: Commissioner Gilchrist?
[ONER GILCHRIST: No.

\RZA : Commissioner Heriot?
[ONER HERIOT: No.

\RZA: Commissioner Jones?
[ONER JONES: Yes.

\RZA : Commissioner Kirsanow?
[ONER KIRSANOW: No.

\RZA: Commissioner Magpantay?
[ONER MAGPANTAY: Yes.

\RZA : The Chair votes yes.

e motion fails with four votes in

rd, zero abstentions.

VOTE ON STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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APPOINTMENTS:

And our
vote on the membe
Committee. And b

move to appoint t

members of the Al

1

§

I

ALABAMA
next agenda is a discussion and
rs of the Alabama Advisory

rgin our discussion,

I am going to

le following people to serve as

Carol as Chair al
Akiesha Anderson,
Craig Lenoips, Mi
Angela Lewis-Madd
All of these memb
government employ
Commission will a
designee to execu

the appointments.

motion.
VICE CH
CHATIR G
discussion? Okay

ahead and proceed

A\Y 4

yes” 1if you are
“present” if you
Nourse?

VICE CH

CHATIR G

«

d

d

S

I

1

i

i

]

d

i

i

bama Advisory Committee. Jenny

ng with the following appointees:

Mark Ayers, Meridith Blackburn,

rthael Innis-Jimenez, Jason Jewel,

X, Tim McCullen, Daiquiri Steele.

rrs with serve as an uncompensated

te. If the motion passes, the

ithorize the Staff Director or his
te the appropriate paperwork for

Do I have a second for this

\IR NOURSE: Second.

\RZA: Thank you. Is there any

Hearing no discussion, we'll go

to roll call vote. Please say

A\Y ”

ln favor, “no” if you are opposed,

ire abstaining. Vice Chair
A\TR NOURSE:

Yes.

\RZA : Commissioner Adams-?

NEAL R. GROSS
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COMMISSIONER ADAMS: Yes.

CHAIR GARZA: Commissioner Gilchrist?

COMMISS[IONER GILCHRIST: Yes.

CHAIR GARZA: Commissioner Heriot?

COMMISS[IONER HERIOT: I vote yes.

CHAIR GRARZA: Commissioner Jones?

COMMISS[IONER JONES: No.

CHATIR GARZA: Commissioner Kirsanow?

COMMISS[IONER KIRSANOW: Yes.

CHAIR GARZA: Commissioner Magpantay?

COMMISS[IONER MAGPANTAY: Yes.

CHAIR GARZA: And I vote yes. So the
motion passes witlh seven yeses. Seven in favor,
one opposed, and o abstentions. Congratulations
to all the new mefbers and returning members of the
Alabama Advisory [fommittee. Okay.

We're going to go ahead and move on.
Staff Director Mojrales, it's going to be now your
turn to present tlhe Staff Director's report. The
floor is yours.

E. MANRARGEMENT AND OPERATIONS:
STAFF DIRECTOR’S REPORT

MR. MORALES: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Appreciate the opportunity. In the interest of

time, I have nothjiing further to add than what's
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already contained in the report.

Commissioner has
anything containe
contact me and I'
Chair, I have not
much.

CHATIR G
Director. Well,
our agenda. It c
we have for today
I

And if
going to go ahead
a.m. Eastern time
everyone and I ho
weekend.

(Whereu

went off the reco

d

i

I

I

i

d

1

there is nothing further,

pon,

Of course, if any

any specific question about

I in the report, feel free to

|1 respond. So with that Madam

1ing further. Thank you very

\RZA : Thank you, Mr. Staff

think we've reached the end of

ncludes all of the business that

1I. ADJOURN MEETING

I'm
and adjourn this meeting at 11:05

Thank you. Thank you so much

pe you all have a wonderful

the above-entitled matter

rd at 11:05 a.m.)
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