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transfers for the child. In some cases, when the search for a better

life has proven fruitless, families have returned to Puerto Rico.

On June 6, teachers, students, parents, Puerto Rican community
leaders, and representatives of State and local education agencies
talked about the problems Puerto Ricans encounter in the city's
elementary and secondary schools,

| The second day, June 7, was devoted to a discussion of housing.

Residents of the Spring Garden and Northeast sections of Philadelphia

covered the problems of substandard housing. They described the lack

of public housing, the deteriorating conditions of most buildings,
and the problems encountered by Puerto Ricans who would like to buy
a home., Federal and local housing officials described various housing

programs and the guidelines which must be met to secure funds for
buying and rehabilitating housing,

The report which follows is based on background investigations
by the field staff of the U. S. Commission on Civil Rights and the
Pennsylvania State Advisory Committee, and testimony received during

the open meeting. The Advisory Committee hopes that this report wiil

help develop public awareness of the plight of Puerto Ricans in
Philadelphia, and result in positive action by local, State, and

Federal agencies as well as Philadelphia's citizens, toward full

equality for the Puerto Rican,
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why only a very small percentage of Puerto Rican students finish

high school and enter college.

" According to a senior at Edison High School, the number of

Puerto Ricans in his class dropped from 100 in the tenth grade to

45 in the twelfth grade. Of those who would graduate in June, only

eight planned to go to college. A student from Kensington High School

said that of 150 Puerto Ricans in her entering class, only 49 were

graduating. Of those, only ten to fifteen planned to attend college.

Angry Puerto Rican speakers also charged guidance counselors with

purposely enrolling Puerto Rican students in non-college preparatory

. courses. Although the representative from the School District denied

this, statements from students appear to substantiate the allegation.

For example, Maria Melendez, a high school senior said:

Starting in ninth grade they gave me an academic
course, and then when I got to tenth grade they
started fooling around with my roster and they
gave me home economics. . . I didn't like it.

I don't 1like to cook and don't like to clean.

So I had to bring my mother and father to get
"1t all changed around.

Ms. Carasquillo, who also works on the staff of the Pa'lante

Upward Bound Program for Puerto Rican high school students, made the

following statement:

I would like to add one more thing that I've

Seen happening to the Pa'lante students that

I'm working with. - Ninety-nine percent of them

are in commercial and home economics courses and
when I say to them 'you could make it through
college -- you're a bright kid, so why did you take
this course,' they tell me that the counselors

told them -- told the girls that they'd be getting
married anyway and they could use the home economics;
and the guys they tell, they'll do good in trades
and make a lot of money, and things like that.
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@%{&3_ That the Philadelphia Housing Authority step up its efforts
to encourage Puerto Rican families to move into public housing.
Q%%h. That the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority establish

housing programs in the Puerto Rican community.

%\,\DC/S That the Philadelphia Housing Development Corporation increase
its rehabilitation efforts in the Puerto Rican community, in light of

%fstfdmitted dereliction with respect to this community.
O

Q@
Q@}{f%G. That the Philadelphia Housing Authority, Philadelphia Housing
L
Development Corporation, Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority, and the
Philadelphia Area Office of HUD make concerted efforts to hire more

gyerto Ricans, especially in policy making positions.
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That the above mentioned housing agencies develop community

relations programs aimed at informing and helping Puerto Ricans solve

their housing problems,

?@sﬂ- That all city housing agencies produce and distribute printed

2? materials in Spanish as well as English so that the Puerto Rican

community may become aware of their activities and respomnsibilities.

9. That the funds, frozen for housing programs that would benefit

Puerto Ricans, other minority groups and low income families, be

released,
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\gﬁﬁ} That HUD review its project selection criteria with special
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attention to the criterion dealing with the location of housing in

racially impacted areas so that minorities are not hurt in the effort

to further integration,

11. That the Puerto Rican commnity form a non-profit housing

corporation to enable it to seek city, State, and Federal funds for

housing rehabilitation and construction.
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//*12. That the private sector be encouraged to invest in the reha-

///Bilitation of the Spring Garden and Near Northeast sections of

(

Philadelphia, and provide housing at all income levels.
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