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THE UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

The United States Commission on Civil Rights, created by the 
Civil Rights Act of 1957, is an independent, bipartisan ageQCY
of the executive branch of the Federal Government. By the tenns 
of the act, as amended, the Comission is charged with the 
following duties pertaining to discrimination or denials of tne 
equal protection of the laws based on race, color, religion, 
sex, age, handicap, or national origin, or in the administration 
of justice; investigation of individual discriminatory denials 
of the right to vote; study Qf legal developments with respect 
to discrimination or denials of the equal protection of the law; 
appraisal of the laws and policies of the United States with 
respect to discrimination or denials of equal protection of the 
law; maintenance of a national clearinghouse for infonnation 
respecting discrimination or denials of equal protection of the 
law; and investigation of patterns or practices of fraud or 
discrimination in the conduct of Federal elections. The 
Comission is also required to submit reports to the President 
and the Congress at such times as the Commission, the Congress, 
or the President shall deem desirable. 

THE STATE ADVISORY COMMimEs 

An Advisory Comittee to the United States Comission on Civil 
Rights has been established in each of the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia pursuant to section 105(c} of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1957 as amentted. The Advisory Committees are made 
up of responsible persons who serve without compensation. Their 
functions under their mandate from the Commission are to: advise 
the Commission of all relevant information concerning their 
respective States on matters within the jurisdiction of the 
Comission; advise the Commission on matters of mutual concern 
in the preparation of reports of the Commission to the President 
and the Congress; receive reports, suggestions, and recommenda­
tions from individuals, public and private organizations, and 
public officials upon matters pertinent to inquiries conducted 
by the State Advisory Comittee; initiate and forward advice and 
recommendations to the Comission upon matters in which the 
Commission shall request the assistance of the State Advisory
Committee; and attend, as observers, any open hearing or 
conference which the Commission may hold within the State. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

New Mexico Advisory Committee to the 
U.S. Commission on C'f.vil Rights

0-ecember 1983 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION 
(List Commissioners) 

Linda Chavez, Staff Director 

Dear Commissioners: 

In November 1982, the New Mexi'ccr ~·dvisory Comittee met in Albuquerque and 
decided to undertake a stud~ Addressing civil rights issues in the southern 
part of the State. Based upon extensive staff field investigations and 
consultations with civil rights and community leaders, a project was 
developed which focused on issues relating to political participation. 

As part of that project, the Commission's Southwestern Regional Office 
initiated a survey of 11 counties in southern New Mexico to determine how 
well minorities and women were represented in various elected offices, 
including State, county, city and school boa-rd positions The Commission's 
staff was assisted in this process by many elected officials and community 
leaders living in the region. The results, which are presented in this 
report, clearly demonstrate patterns of underrepresentation in most of the 
33 jurisdictions surveyed. Based upon population and other statistics, it 
was found that minorities have not shared equally in the full benefits of 
the political representation process in southern New Mexico. Time after 
time, the survey revealed instances where school boards, city councils, 
county commissions and other elected positions, had no minority 
representation despite significant concentrations of minority (especially 
Hispanic) populations throughout the study area. 
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In addition to the political data, the Advisory Connittee decided to look 
also at the employment characteristics of each of the county, city and 
school districts included in the survey. Once again, with only a few 
exceptions, minorities and women were found to be underrepresented in the 
more important and better paid occupational areas. Poverty and income 
statistics, also included in the survey, demonstrate many dramatic 

- . .. . 
disparities in the economic well being of the various ethnic and racial 
groups found in the region. 

The Advisory Committee also convened two conferences to gather and provide 
information.on voting rights and political participation issues to 
participants in the 11 county area. State and local elected officials, 
community and civil rights leaders, as well as legal, academic, and other 
experts in the area of voting rights addressed both conferences.· The 
initial conference focusing on those counties in southeastern New Mexico 
was held in Roswell on August 17, 1983. A transcript of the proceedings 
was obtained. A second conference was held in Las Cruces on November 8, 
1983. At that conference, which was addressed by Governor Toney Anaya, the 
results of the 11 county survey were released. More than 400 persons 
attended these public meetings. 

This two-volume study summarizes the results of the 11 county survey 
conducted by Co1T111ission staff. Volume I includes the counties of Chaves, 
Curry, Eddy, Lea and Roosevelt. Volume II includes Oona Ana, Grant, 
Hidalgo, Luna, Otero, and Sierra counties. 

The Advisory ColTlllittee wishes to express its appreciation to the many 
persons who assisted in the project, and most especially to the community 
leaders who are fighting the civil rights struggles within their own 
respective colTlllunities. The Co1T111ittee also wishes to thank the 
Co1T111issioners for their support. Although the Committee is not submitting 
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any recommendations for your consideration, we trust that you will find 
this report to be helpful as you go about the important task of guarding 
the protection of civil rights for all persons. 

Respectfully, 

ROBERTO A. MONDRAGON, Chair 
New Mexico Advisory Comittee 
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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to briefly outline the populat4on character­
istics, public employment status and political representation status of 11 

three levels of government. The first section of each profile, for 

counties in southern New Mexico for a period of about ten years.
institutional levels are examined. They are: • - • 

Three 

County GQvernment 
City Government 
School District 

The structure and.design of each profile in this volume is based on these 

example, deals with county government. The second focuses on the largest
city in that county, and the final section deals with the school district 
encompassing that municipality. 

For each of the jurisdictions, the following infonnation is presented: 

County Government 
a. Demographic data for 1970 and 1980 describing the composition

of the county's population and changes in its population base 
over a ten-year period. Also included are employment, income 
and poverty data. 

b. Composition of elected State and county officials by race, 
ethnicity and sex for the years ranging from 1969 to 1983. 

c. Overview of the county g9vernment 1 s work force by race, 
ethnicity, sex and job classification as of 1982. 

City Government 
a. Demographic data for 1970 and 1980 describing the composition

of the population, its income and poverty status, and changes
in population over a ten-year period for the largest
municipality in the county. 

b. Composition of all city councilpersons or city co11111issioners by 
race, ethnicity and sex for the years ranging from 1972 to 
1983. 

c. Overview of the city government's work force by race, 
ethnicity, sex and job classification as of 1982. 

School District 
a. Enrollment data for the largest district in the county by race 

and ethnicity for selected school years ranging from 1968-69 to 
the 1983-84 school term. 

b. Composition of the district's school board by race, ethnicity
and sex for the years ranging from 1973 to 1983. 

c. Overview of the district's work force by race, ethnicity, sex 
and job classification as of the 1982-83 school year. 

A section describing the geographical scope, data sources, and 
methodologies used to compile and analyze the data presented in this report
is located at the end of this volume. 
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Oona Ana County 

Introduction 

Population wise, Oona Ana County is the second largest county in New 
Mexico. Situated in the south-central portion of the State, it has a 
comon border with both Texas and Mexico. The major. agrJcultural and 
population centers within the county are located along the R10 Grande which 
traverses the county from the northwest to the southeast corner. 
Agriculture is a key industry in.the county. The county als~ ~erives 
substantial economic benefits from Federal expenditures associated with the 
White Sands Missile Range near Las Cruces and New Mexico State University. 

Population (Table 1) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 96,340 for Dona Ana County. Of 
this total, Anglos comprised 44.8 percent of the population and 
Hispanics made up 52.1 percent. Blacks, American Indians and Asian 
Americans comprised 1.7, 0.8 and 0.6 percent of the population,
respectively. As Table 1 shows, the county experienced a significant
increase in population of 39.2 percent over the past decade. The 
largest component of that increase - proportionately - occurred within 
the American Indian and Asian American populations. However, in 
absolute tenns, both the Anglo and Hispanic populations showed 
substantial gains. For example, in 1970 the Census reported 32,006 
Anglos living in the county. By 1980 there were 43,180, for an overall 
increase of 34.9 percent. The Hispanic population registered an 
increase of 41.6 percent over the same time period. As of 1980, 
minorities made up 55.2 percent of the county's population. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the county as a whole in 1980 was $12,362, 
which represented a significant increase over the 1970 median of $7,395. 
Although each of the racial/ethnic groups experienced increases, the 
median income for Anglo families was still considerably higher than that 
of minority families. The same finding is also true when we examine the 
mean or average family income. As of 1980, the mean family income for 
Anglos was $19,590. For the county as a whole it was $16,290. In 
contrast, the average income for black, American Indian, and Hispanic
families was $11,125, $13,379, and $14,114, respectively. 

Poverty Conditions {Table 3) 

In 1970, 23.5 percent of the county's population received incomes below 
the poverty level. For minorities, the proportion was somewhat higher 
at 34.4 percent. For blacks and Hispanics, the proportion of persons
living in poverty were 32.7 percent, and 34.9 percent, respectively. 
In comparison, 10.9 percent of all Anglos surveyed were living under 
poverty conditions. 
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By 1980, the extent of poverty in the county had declined to 21 
percent. However, approximately 30 percent of the county's minority 
population was still below the poverty level. In contrast, the extent 
of poverty among Anglos decreased to less than one percent. Comparable
figures for blacks, American Indians, Asian American, and Hispanics were 
35.3 percent, 32.7 percent, 17.1 percent, and 30.3 percen~,
respectively. 

Work Force/Employment (Tables 4-6) • 

According to the New Mexico Employment Security Department,-the total 
work force, aged 16 and over in Dona Ana County as of 1980 was 33,293. 
Anglos comprised 57.9 percent of the total work force, and minorities 
made up 42.1 percent of the work force. Hispanics constituted the 
second largest component making up 39.1 percent of the total .. Jhe 
overall unemployment rate for the county as a whole in 1980 was 8.0 
percent. For Anglos, it was 6.5 percent. For minorities, the 
unemployment rate was 10.0 percent. Unemployment was most severe among
blacks and Hispanics. 

Unemployment among female workers was substantially higher than for 
males. For example, the unemployment rate for males in 1980 was 6.8 
percent. For femal~s, ~~e overall rate was 10.0 percent. For minority
females the rate of unemployment was 13.0 percent. Black males and 
females had the highest unemployment rates among the population 
groups. 

Nearly half (48.5i) of the employed work force in the county was 
concentrated in three basic industry categories: Trade (19.lt),
Educational Services (17.6t), and Public Administration (11.8t). Over 
half (53.3t) of the work force in Dona Ana County was employed in four 
major occupational categories in 1980. Professional (15.6t),
Administrative Support (16.3t), Other Services (10.0t), and Precision 
Production, Craft, and Repair (11.4). 

Political Representation (Tables 7-8, Figures 1-2) 

State Elected Officials (Table 7, Figure 1)
From 1969 through 1974 an Hispanic male served as a State Senator. 
Since 1974, however, no minorities have been elected to this office from 
Dona Ana County. With regard to the State House of Representatives,
three Hispanic males have served since 1969. Hispanic males have also 
served as District Judge and as District Attorney. No blacks, American 
Indians, or Asian Americans have been elected to a State office from 
this county during the study period. 

Women from Dona Ana County have served in the State Senate (1973-1980)
and State House of Representatives (1975-1978) and (1981-1984). All 
have been Anglo. No woman has served as District Judge or District 
Attorney during the study period. 
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Cpunty Elected Officials (Table 8, Figure 2)
Hispanics have served on the County Commission throughout the study 
period. They have also been represented in all other county elective 
positions. No blacks, American Indians or Asian Americans have been 
elected to a county office during this period. 

Anglo and Hispanic women have also been represented in various county 

that number, 23.5 percent were Anglo, 3.5 percent were black, and 73.0 

offices, although none have served a~ Magistrate, and only one woman 
served on the County Commission since 1969. None presently serve in 
this capacity. 

has 

-
Public Employment (Tables 9-10, Figure 3) 

As of 1982, the county employed a total of 193 full-time employees. Of 

percent were Hispanic. No Asian Americans or American Indians were 
employed by the county. Women constituted 28.1 percent of the work 
force. 

Anglos occupied 54.5 percent of the Professional and 40.0 percent of the 
Para-Professional positions. Minorities - primarily Hispanics -
occupied all of the Official/Administrative jobs, 66.7 percent of the 
Technician, 77.0 percent of the Protective Service, 68.3 percent of the 
Office/ Clerical, 86.4 percent of the Skilled Craft and 91.4 percent of 
all the Service/Maintenance positions in county government. Of the 55 
women employed by the county, 38, or 69.1 percent, were classified as 
Office/Clerical, and 14, or 25.5 percent, were employed in the 
Protective Service occupational group. None were employed in Official/
Administrator, Professional, Skilled Craft or Service/Maintenance job 
areas. 



4 Table 1 
Population 
By Race/Ethnicity 
County - Dona Ana 

-. -
11970 19802 %Change 

- .White/Anglo 
' . 32,006 46.3% !-l3 ,.180 . 44·.8% + 34.9% 

-
Black 1,338 1.9% 1,597 1.7% + 19.4% 

American Indian 207 0.3% 765 0.8% +269.0% 

Asian American 214 0.3% 594 0.6% +178.0% 

Hispanic 35,439 51.2% 50,204 52 .1 % + 41.6% 

Total Minority 37,198 53.7% 53,160 55.2% + 42.9% 
- . . 

Total 69,204 100.0% 96,340 100.0% + 39.2% .. 

Percent Distribution 

60.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

44.8%. White/
• Anglo ,1970 46.3% 

1980 • 1. 7% 
Black 

., 

1970 1.9% 

1980 0.8%American 
Indian 1970 0.3% 

1980 0.6%Asian 
American 1970 0.3% 

1980 52.1% 
Hispanic 

1970 51.2% 

SOUR.CE: 1. U.S. Department of Conmerce, Bureau of the Census, General Population 
Characteristics. New Mexico. P~(l )-833. Table ~4.__ __ ___ ·--•·•----

2~ •1980 •Surtmary Characteri sties for· Governmental· Units·· and Standard 
MP.trooolitan Statistical Areas. PHC 80-3-33, New Mexico, Table 1, 1980. __ 
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Table 25 Income 

19701 

'White/Anglo $ ---
Black 5,017 

'American Indian ---
Asian American ---
Hispanic 5,587 

Total $ 7,395 

Median Family Income 1980 ... $ 12,362 

19701 

White/Anglo $ ---
Black 5,847 

American Indian ---
Asian American ---

Hispanic 5,949 

Total $ • 8,862 

Medi an Fami.ly Income 
By Race/Ethnicity 
1980/1970
County: Dona Ana 

19802 %Change 

$ 15,945 
. . - ---

- -
9,920 + 97. 7 % 

9,507 ---

11 ,451 +105.0 % 

$ 12,362 + 67.2 % 

1970...$ 7,395 

Mean ·family Income 
By Race/Ethnicity 
1980/1970 

19802 %Change 

$ 19,590 ---
11 ,125 + 90.3 % 

13,379 ---

14,114 +103.0 % 

$ 16,290 + 83.8 % 

Mean Family Income 1980... $ 16,290 -1970 ... $ 8,862 
SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Conmerce, Bureau of the Census, General 

Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico. PC(l )-C-33.
Tables 1~4, 128, and 133 (1970). 

2. U.S .. Depa·rtment of Contnerce, .Bureau of the Census,· Supple-
• mentary·Report~:Advanted·Estimates·of Social Economic and 

Rousing·cfiaracteristics. New Mexico PHCBO-S2-33. Table 
d L -~-----1 p __ J_i __ j r------.:- "'------.&..---.!!.-.&...!!. - L .... n---



Table 3 
6 Income 

Poverty Condition 
By Race/Ethnicity
1970/1980
County: Dona Ana 

1970 Population Below Poverty Leve1 1 
. -Persons Numbers Below 

Surveved Pover+v Level . P~ . _lll;_ 
. - . -

White/Anglo 32,006 . .3,489 - l 0. 9 % • 
' .. 

-
Black 1,338 438 32. 7 % 

American Indian 207 --- ---

Asian American 214 --- ---
Hispanic 35,439 12,373 . 34.9 % 

Total Minority 37,198 12,811 34.4 % 
. . 

Total 69,204 16,280 • 23.5 % 

PERSONS FOR WHOM POVERTY STATUS IS DETERMINED 

J980 Population:Below Poverty Leve1 2 
. ~ 

Persons Numbers Below 
Surveyed Povertv Level . Percent 

White/Anglo 2S ,332 14 o.,. :'% 

Black 1,387 489 35.3 % 

American Indian 640 209 32.7 % 

Asian American 467 80 17 .1 % 

Hispanic . 49,083 14,911 30.4 % 

Total Minority 51 ,577 15,689 30.4 % 

Total 16,-90~ 15,703 20.A" % 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,·General 
. • Social and Economic Characteristics z New Mexico PC{l )-C-33,

Tables 124, 128 and 133 (1970).
2. U.S. Department of.Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Supplementary

Re ort Advanced.Estimates of Socia1~·Economic·and Rous1n 
aracter1st1cs, ew ex1co - - . Table P-5. eneral 

Social and Economic Characteristics by Race and Spanish Origin:
1980, Table P-4, Income and Poverty Status in 1979. 
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Table 4 
Employment Status by Race,

Ethnicity and Gender • 
1980 

County: Dona Ana 

Race/Ethnicity/ Civilian Percent Distribution Unemployment 
Gender Status Labor Force .... Employed ... UAemployed ... Labor Force .. :Employed .. Unemployed .Rate. 

Total Work Force 33,293 30,642 2,651 l 00 .0% 100.0% 100.0% 8.0% 
White/Anglo 19,291 18,038 1,253 57.9 58.9 47.3 6.5 
Black 423 373 50 , 1.3 1.2 

' 
1.9 11.8 

Other 259 259 0 0.8 0.9 0.0 0.0 
Hispanic 13,320 11,973 l ,347 , 40.0 39. l 50.8 10. l 
Total Minority 14,002 12,605 1,397 • · 42 .1 41.2 52.7. 10.0 . 

~ 

Male TOTAL 21,260 19,814 1,446 63.9 64.7 54. 5 6.8 ......-
White/Anglo 12,023 11 ,357 666 f 36 .1 37.0 25. l 5.5 
Black 246 221 25 0.7 0.7 0.9 10.2 
Other 131 131 0 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.0 
Hispanic 8,860 8,106 754 26.6 26.5 . 28.4 8.5 
Total Minority 9,237 8,458 779 27.7 67.6 54.4 8.4 

Female TOTAL 12,033 10,828 1,205 36. 1 35.3 45.5 10.0 
White/Anglo 7,268 6,681 587 21.8 21.8 ' 22. l 8.1 
Black 177 152 25 0.5 0.5 0.9 14. l 
Other 128 128 0 . 0.4 0.4 ' 

f 0.0 0.0 
Hispanic 4,460 3,867 593 13.4 12.6 22.4 13.3 
Total Minority 4,765 4,147 618 14.3 .23.3 23.3 13.0 

SOURCE: New Mexico Employment Security Department, Research and Statistics Section~· Aff.inttative Action 
Information/1981. Dona-Jllla County, Albuquerque, NM.. ·---
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Table 5 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Industry - . Dona Ana County - # 

" 

1ndYsttY •• ·Total Percent 
Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, ~ining 2,529 - 7.3 % 

Construction '3,026 8.7 
Manufacturing (Durable/N~n-durable goods) 2,867 8.3 
Transportation 970 2.8 

Convnunications and other ~ublic Utilities 802 2.3 

Trade (Wholesale/Retail) 6,647 19 .1 
1,735 4.9Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 
1,487 4.3Business and Repair Servi'ces 

Personal, Entertainment and Recreation Services 1,847 •5. 3 

Educational Services 6,102 17.6 

Health Services 1,534 4.4 
Other Professional and Related Services 1,112 3.2 

Public Administration 4,110 11.8 

TOTAL 34,768 100.0 % 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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Table 6 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Occupation - Dona Ana County 

Occupation 
Managerial/Professional Occupations 

Executive; Administrat1ve, Managerial 
Professional 

Technical and. Related Support 
Sales Occupations 
Administrative Support, including Clerical 
Service Occupations 

Private Household 
Protective Service 
Other Service Occupations 
Fanning, Fo·restry, Fishing 
Precision Production, Craft and Repair 

·skil 1 ed/Unski 11 ed Workers 
Machine Operators, Assemblers, Inspectors 
Transportation and Material Moving 
Laborers 

TOTAL 

• # 

Tota1 • Perceut 

2,991 8.6 % 
5,~07 15 .6 
1,548 4.5 
3,365 9.7 
5,659 16.3 

331 0.9 
740 2.1 

3,482 10.0 
2,122 6. 1 
3,969 11.4 

1,803 5.2 
l ,406 4.0 
1,945 5.6 

34,768 100 .0 % 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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10 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender 
1969-1981\ 
County : Dona Ana 

Table 7 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
State Senator M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

,
White/Anglo 2 0 2 0 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 -,~ 3 0 3 0 
Black - - - - - - - -
American Indian 

- . -

Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - -
Hispanic 1 0 1 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 3 0 3 0 2 l 2 l 2 1 2 1 3 0 3 0' 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84State 
Representative·.. M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Analc 4 0 4 0 4, 
\ 

0 4 1 3 1 5 0 4· l 1 ? 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 l 0 o-· 0 0 0 1 0 

Total 4 0 4 0 5 0 4 l 4 1 5 0 4 1 4 2 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 • 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Di strict Judges·· M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 1 . 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 0 l • 0 l •. 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 

Total 2 ;_ 0 2 0 2 0 3' 0 2 0 2 0 3 0 3 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84District 
Attorney•:, M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F· 

White/Anglo 1 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American 
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0· 0 0 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 

Total 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Electi State Le isla iv n 
1c1a s, Editi_9ns l 96_2-70__th_roug.tt J9133..-84_._ S~cre\ary of. State,,_ San.ta_ Fe, N.M. 

NOTE: The State officials listed above represent multi-county districts. 

https://th_roug.tt


11 State Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/ - - I 
1969-1984 
County: Dona Ana 

Figure 1 Percent Distribution 

State Senator o.o 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 so.a 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

White/Anglo 11 llli 11111111 ll!lil lllll 11111111111111111111111111111111111! ll II llilllllllllllll II IIll lllllll IllIIIII 11 ii Ill lllllllllllllll iIll!I!Ill I: 111 87.5% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

State Representative 

White/Anglo 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 7.6% 

Di strict Judges 

White/Anglo : , : 1111111111 IiI I I I I I I I I I I I l llI I I I I I III I IllI I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I IllI I Ii 111111111111111111111111111111111111111!11111111111111 73.7% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic illllllllllllillllllllll;llllllllllllllll 26.3% 

District Attorney 

White/Anglo l!ll!illll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!llllllllllllltllllllllll 50.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic ;1111111:1111:11:1;11111111111111111111111111111111111,11111111111il\:111:1111111 50.0% 
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County Elected Officials12 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender 
1969-1984 
County: Dona Ana 

Table 8 

County 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Commissioners M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo • 2 0 1 0 -~ 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 
Black -.- - - - - - - - - . - . - - - - -.American Indian - - - .. - - - - ':" - . - - - - - - - -

.--Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 1 0 2 0 2 0 .1 0 2 0 . 1 0 0 1 3 0 

Total 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 2 1 5 (} 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Clerk M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
. .Black - - - - .. -. - - - - - - - - - - -

American Indian - - - - - - - - -.. - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 o· 1 0 0 0 -0 

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 

County 6Q-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Treasurer M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 l 0 l 0 0 0 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 a l 0 1 

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County .FAssessor M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M 

White/Anglo 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 .o l 0 0 0 
Black -• 

American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hisoanic 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 
' 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. 'Elective State. ·Legislative; District and County
U:H1cials, Editions l969-70 through 1983-84. Secretary of State, Santa Fe, N.M. 
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Cotmty· Elected Officials
13 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender

1969-1984 
County: Dona Ana 

Table 8 {Cont.) 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Sheriff M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 ~O 1 0 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - .American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -
•Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -

Hispanic 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
_ Probate Judge M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 0 0 0 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

· Black - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

•Hispanic 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 n l n 1 

1 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1Total 

69-70 71-72 .73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Magistrates M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 

Black - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 1 0 2 0 2 0 3 0 4 0 4 0 4 0 4 0 

Total 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 4 0 4 0 4 O_ 4 0 

Total 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County Officials 
(1969-1984) M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 5 1 4 1 5 0 3 0 2 1 5 1 4 1 2 1 

Black· - - - - - - - - - - - - -· -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 4 1 5 1 4 2 6 2 8 1 5 1 4 3 8 3 

Total 9 2 9 2 9 2 9 2 10 2 10 2 8 4 10 4 

c:nnDr"' ►• Rnc::tPr n-f <:t-::if-o n-f NottJ MPxit:o. Elective State~ Leoic::fativP. nic::trict and Countv 



County
Co1T111issioner 

White/Anglo 

Black 

erican Indian 

sian American 

Hispanic 

County Clerk 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

'county Treasurer 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

County Assessor 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

County Elected.Officials
14 By Race/Ethnicity/ I 

1969-1984 • 
County: Dona Ana 

Figure 2 Percent Distribution 

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

,llllllllllllllllllllllll!l!lllll!llliillllillllllll 1llllllllll:llll!llllll!IIII 50.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

!!ll!ilillll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllillllllllllllllllllllillll1 50.0% 

1111111111111!111:l!!llllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllll!lll!lllilllllllllll 50.0% 

0.0%- .. 

0.0% 

0.0% 

•111111111:ll!!lllllll!lll!ll llillllllllllllllllll!lill!III!lllilllllllllllllll: 50.0% 

25.0%!llillllllllllllll:1111111111111111111 
0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

IIll II lllll ll!IIIIII II IIIIIIIII Ill Ill llllllllll llll IIIII I IllI I II IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllll llllllllllllll llll II! 11111111 75.0% 

1!il!:lll!!l!llllllllllllll!llllll!lll!lllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllilll11lllllllllililllll 62.5% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

1111111111111111111!1!1111:llllll!lll!llllllllllllllllllllill 37.5% 

SOURCE: Roster of state of New Mexico. EJectiye state. LegisJatiye, District and . 
• , - - - ~ - - .. ~ . .. --- -. - .. ~ ,...,__ .... --



.~o~nty. ElectedcOfffcialt 
15 By Race/Ethnicity/1 I· 

1969-1984 
County: Dona Ana ... 

Figure 2 (Cont.) Percent Distribution 

Sheriff 0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

White/Anglo !lllllllllllllll!llllllllll!lllllllllllll,11111111111111111111111111111111111111 50.0% 

0.0%Black 
' .. 

American Indian 0.0% 

·0.0%Asian American 

50.0%Hispanic 1llllll1illlllll\llllll lllllllllll lllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllilllllll 

Probate Judge 

White/Anglo 1111111 ill llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll I lllllllllllll llllllllllllllll!llll llll 50.0% 

Black 

American Indian · 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 
' .. ~.·:.: 

Hispanic .11111 II IIHi: 1111111111111111111 I I I II I I II III llll 111111111 !!Iii 11 I: 1111111111111 50.0% 

' f.1agi strates 

White/Anglo 14.3% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic I I I I 11!1111111111 !111111111111111 I I I I Ill IIll I I fl 111111111111 I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I I II I I I I I I I Ill Illll I I I l 1111111 llll II III I I I I I I II Ill l!I II I I I II Ill 85.7% 

Tota1 County Off.i _ci al s (1969-1984) 

White/Anglo 38.3%1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 111111111111111111111111111!1111111111111111111111111111111111 !II I I I I II I I I I 111111111111111111111 61.7% 
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Table 9 County Work Force 
1982 
County: .Dona Ana 
Full-time Employees 

.
MALE : "_FEMALE 

. u C C C> C C co co co co..... C u UC ..... C u UC* (IJ 0 ~ 
-co c- .,.. co CU 0 ~ -.,.,._ .,_ c--lt1 u CL co s... s...- u· -. Q. lt1 ·S... . -s..-l'OOccupational Group +J -en cs en (IJ "'0 .,.. en cs en -QI cu "'0 • 

.S:: C .,.. - cu ec .C C EC~ 3< -CXl :c .:2i c:c- 3 < -co -:c .:2JE <-
Official/ . 
Administrators 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Professional 11 6 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Technician 6 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Protective Service 65 13 1 38 0 0 2 1 l1 0 0 

Para-Professional 5 1 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 o· 

Office/Clerical 41 0 0 3 0 0 13 1 24 0 o· 

Skilled Craft 51 7 1 43 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Service/Maintenance 12 1 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 193 30 4 105 0 0 16 3 36 0 0 

SOURCE: • Gladys ·Hans·erf;Tounty nerl<,-lJcina Ana Co(fnty, Dona Ana, New MexTco: 
State and Local Government·Information~ (EE0-4). _ . 

·Note: • Data ·does not include school systems and educational institutions. 

*Includes only full-time employees. 
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County Work Force17 1982 
County: Dona Ana 

Percent Distribution
Table 10 

M A L E FEMALE 
u C C u C C 

IQ n:., n:., ctl ........ -C u UC . ~ -C u UC 
C ctl(1) 0 ~ ctl •,- .... "'ci.0 ~ .a c-

IU ...,_ u ci. IQ s.. s..- ...,_ u ci. ctl s.. . -s..-ctl 

ctl ell (1) cu "0 enOccupational Group -..., 
- C'I 

.... 
-

n:., - -ell 
(1) "0

O'> (1)E,_0 .S:::. C ..... CllE EC .C C ,- i.53.<( a:i -:x: CC<( cc- 3:c:t. cc :x: cc cc 

Official/
Administrators 1-00% 0.0% 0.0%. 100.0'/4 a.a, O. 01 0.0% 0:0% 0.0% 0.0%. 0.0% 

Professional 100% 54.5 8.2 27.3 0.0 0.0 o.o a.a 0.0 a.a 0.0 

Technician 100% 33.3 0.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.7 o.o 0.0 

Protective Service 100% 20.0 1.5 58.5 0.0 o.o 3.0 1.0 16.9 0.0 0.0 

Para-Professional 100% 20.0 o.o 40.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

)ffice/Clerical 100% 0.0 0.0 7.3 0.0 0.0 31.7 2.4 58.6 0.0 0.0 

Skilled Craft 100% 13.6 1.9 84.5 0.0 0.0 o.o . o.o· 0.0 0.0 o.o 

Service/Ma i·ntenance 100% 8.3 0.0 91.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total 100% 15.5% 2.0% 54.4% 0.0,. 0.0~ 8.0% 1.5% 18.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

• White/Anglo Figure 3 
• Minority 0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 .100.0% 

fficial/
dministrative 

:llllllllllllllllllll!llllllllllllllDiMI :11111111111111111111111111111111: ~ 

echnician illlilll!llllillllmffl 11111111111111111 mf1J 
· ~.,... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Protective Service :1111111111 

Para-Professional . B+ail:illllillllil!llllllllmnl\l:lillllll!lllll!llllil _
•• 

ffice/Clerical 111111!11!11:llllOlflJ.illi!ll!illlilll ~ • 

killed Craft 
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City of Las Cruces 

Introduction 

Las Cruces is located in the south central portion of the county on the Rio 
Grande. It is the third largest city i.n the State, a_nd_ the largest in.the 
county. Las Cruces is al so the county seat. • • - • 

Population (Table 1) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 45,086 persons living in Las 
Cruces. Of this number,.Anglos constituted 51.3 percent of the 
population, while Hispanics comprised 45.5 percent. Blacks, American 
Indians and Asian Americans made up 1.8 percent, 0.8 percent, and 0.7 
percent, respectively. As Table 1 shows, the city experienced an 
overall growth in population of 19.1 percent during the past decade. 
During that time period, the Anglo and minority proportion of the 
population remained fairly stable. The largest proportional gains
occurred within the Ameri.can·Jtidian and Asian American populations. The 
smallest increase occurred in the black population. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the city as whole was $16,844 in 1980, 
which was significantly above the median for the county. This figure 
also represented a substantial increase over the 1970 median of $8,614. 
The mean family income also increased over the past decade from $9,941 
in 1970 to $19,918 in 1980, a 100.3 percent increase. Although income 
data for American Indian and Asian American families living in the city 
were not available, preliminary estimates indicate that all segments of 
the population in Las Cruces experienced some increase in both their 
median and mean family incomes over the past ten years. Despite these 
increases in income, Anglo families still received incomes above the 
city's overall income figures. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

On the basis of 1980 Census data, 18.2 percent of those surveyed in Las 
Cruces received incomes below the defined poverty level. However, the 
incidence of poverty among minorities in this city was significantly
higher than that for the total population. For example, only 4.6 
percent of all Anglos surveyed were living under poverty conditions. 
Comparable figures for blacks, American Indians, Asian Americans and 
Hispanics were 52.6 percent, 29.7 percent, 24.8 percent, and 27.6 
percent, respectively. Nearly 29 percent (28.5%) of the total minority
population surveyed were in poverty. 

18 
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Political Representation (Table 4) 

Since 1974, several Hispanic males have served on the city council. 
However, during the current tenn, only one Hispanic serves in this 
capacity. During the study period, there has always bee~_one black 
serving on the council during each tenn. Only two women have served on 
the council since 1969. Both have been Anglo. 

Public Employment (Tables 5-6, Figure 1) 

As of 1982, the city of Las Cruces employed 600 full-time ·workers. Of 
that number, 31.7 percent were Anglo, 1.0 percent were black, 66.4 
percent were Hispanic, 0.5 percent were Asian American, and 0.4 percent 
were American Indian. Overall, minorities made up 68.3 percent of the 
city's full-time work force. Women, on the other hand, made up 22.2 
percent of the total. 

Anglos occupied most of the Official/Administrative (69.0i) and 
Professional (55.5i) jobs. Minorities were employed mainly in 
Technician {64.8%), Protective Service (60.7%), Para-Professional 
(61.1%), Office/Clerical (62.8i), Skilled Craft (81.1%) and Service/
Maintenance (96.7%) jobs. Of the 133 women employed by the city, 74, or 
55.6 percent, were classified as Office/Clerical workers, and 24, or 
18.1 percent, were identified as Para-Professionals. Women also 
occupied two of the 29 identified Official/ Administrative positions
and 11 of the 63 Professional jobs. All but two were Anglo. 



Table 120 Population
By Race/Ethnicity 

. City: Las Cruces 

' 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total Minority 

Total 

White/
Anglo 

1980 

1970 

1980 
Black 

1970 

American 1980 

Indian 1970 

Asian 1980 
American 1970 

1980 
Hispanic 

1970 

# 

1970 l 1980 2 %Change 

19 ,~76 51.4% 23,119 51.3% + 18.7,% 

737 - 1.9% 810 1.8% ·+ 9.9% 

90 0.2% 354 0.8%. + 293.0% 

77 0.2% • 309 0.7% + 301.0% 

17,477 46.a% 20,494 45.5% + 17.3% 

18,381 48.6% 21.967 48.7% + 19.5% 

37,857 100~0% 45,086 100.0% + 19 .1-% 

60.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

51.3% 

51.4% 

0.7% 

0.2% 

45.5% 

46.2% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,·General Population
•·characteristics PC{l)-B33. -New Mexico, Table 27 {1970).

2. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Summary
ra,..,,.,...,.,.+,.,,..;.,.+.;r,. ♦ n.,. Cnuo,,.nmon+:.1 llni+c ::inrl <:+:.nrf::.,,.,.f D,,.-? ...nnnli+::.n 
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Table 2 
Income 
Median Family Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970
City: Las Cruces 

. 
.19701 1980*2 %Change 

White/Anglo . .. $ ---
. 

. 
- . 

. $ ·l&,045 •. --- . 

--
Black 3,977 8,438 + 121.0% 

American Indian --- 8.438 ---
Asian American --- 22,708 ---
Hispanic 6,353 12 ,31 o + 93.7% 

Total $ 8,614 · $.16.844 + 95.5%. 

Median Familf I~<:_ome 1980;. •• $ 16,844 1970...$ 8,614 

*Estimates are based on sample. 

Mean Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 

·.1970 l 1980 2 %Change 

White/Anglo $ --- $21,303 ---
Black 5,760 10,099 + 75.3% 

American Indian --- ---11,301 

Asian American --- ---23,842 
Hispanic 7,485 15,272 .i+l04.0% 

Total $ 9,941 $ 19,918" +100 .,4% 

Mean Family Income 1980·...$ 19,_918 1970...$ 9,941 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General 
Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico PC(l}-C-33
New Mexico. Tables 107, 111 and 116 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Supple­
mentary Report, Advanced Estimates of Social, Economic and 
HousinT Characteristics, New Mexico. PHC80-S2-33. Table PS. 
Genera , Social and Economic Characteristics By Race and 
Spanish Origin. Table P4.Income and Poverty Status in 1979. 
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Table a~ 
Income 
Poverty Condition 
·sy- ~ce'lEthni city·
1980 
City: l:a-s Cruces 

1980 ·Population Below Poverty Level 

Persons Number Below 
S11rveved Poverty Level Percent 

White/Anglo 16,353. 751 '4.6% 
.. . 

Black 734 386 52.6% - -American Indian 310 92 29.7% 

Asian American 311 77 24.8% 
Hispanic 20,416 5,643 27.6% 

Total Minority 21,771 6,198 28.5% 

Total 38,124 6,949 18.2% 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Conmerce, Bureau of the Census, Supplementary
Report, Advanced Estimates of Social, Economic and Housing • 
Characteristics, New Mexico PHC80-S2-33. Table P-5. General 
Social and Economic Characteristics by Race and Spanish Origin: 
1980. 



23 Municipal Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/Gender
1972-1984 . 
City: Las Cruce.s 
City Council/Co11111ission 

YPar 

1972-74 

1974-76 

1976-78 

1978-80 

1980-82 

1982-84' 

Total 

-Year 

1972-74 

1974-76 

1976-78 

1978-80 

1980-82 

1982-84 

Total 

White/
Anglo Black 

American 
Indian 

Asian 
American Hispanic Total Minori.ty 

M F M F M F M F M F' M F· M F 
. -

4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 ·o 1 0 

- - . . 
3 1 1 0 O· 0 0 ·o 1 0 5 1 2 0 

, 

2 1 1 0 0 0 0 ·o 2 0 5 .1 • 3 0 

3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 0 2 o 

3 0 1 0 -0 0 o 0 3 0 7 o 4 0 

2- 1 1 o o. o 0 o 1 -0 ·4 . 1 2 0 

17 3 6 0 o o o 0 8 o 31 3 14 o 

• Percent Distribution 

White/
Anglo Black 

American 
Indian 

Asian 
American Hispanic Total Minority 

80.0% • 20.0% 0.0% 0.0% - 0.0% 100.0% • 20.0%-

• 66.6% "16.7% • Q.0% 0.0% 16.7%. ·100.01 33.3% 

50.0% 16.6% 0.0%. 0.0% 33.3%. 100.01 so.oi 

60.0% 20.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100..0% 40.0%. 

42.9% 14.2% 0.0% 0.0% 42.9% 100.. 0% •57 .1% . 

60.0% 20.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 40.0% 

58.8% 17.7% 0.0% 0.0% 23.5% 100.0% 41.2% 

SOURCE: Office of the City Clerk, City of Las Cruces, New Mexico, 
3/17/83. · • • 
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Table S. 
Municipal Work Force 
1982/City: Las Cruces 

Full-time Employees 

M A L E F E M A L E . -- u .c C u ·C C: .... :ttS tel ....... C: "'CJ UC ...... -C: .u Be:. 
CU 0 :~ .·n:s c:- .,.,. ttS .a, o· -~ c:--ttS ....,_ •. u C. ttS s.. s.. .... +,>- u "' 0. ttS s.. -s..-11:1 

Cl) Q) -c, .. ttSOccupational Group +> - (U -·a> Cl) a,-c, 
0 .c- C'lC: "' -- cn E Ee .C C - cu,_ '3:c:t: -i'Xl :c << <- 3<'. •---cc -:x: ~i ~-= 

Official/
Administrative 29 18 0 8 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Professional 63 26 0 26 0 0 9 0 2 0 0 

54 14 0 34 0 0 5 0 0 0 1Technician 

Protective Service 107 39 3 56 0 0 3 0 6 0 0 

Para-Professional 36 4 0 8 0 0 10 1 13 0 0 

Office/Clerical 78 1 0 3 0 0 28 1 45 0 0 

Skilled Craft 172 28 1 138 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 

Service/Maintenance 61 2 ·o 55 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 

• Total 600 132 4 328 2 1 58 2 71 1 1 

SOURCE: • Office of the City Clerk, State·and Local ·Govern~e~t:I~f6r~ation 
. (EE0-4), City of Las Cruces, New Mexico.. . - · · -····· 
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Municipal Work force 
1982/City: Las Cruces 

Percent Distribution 

M a l ,::. F E m a 1 p 
c., C C u C c:: 

tO Cl Cl...... C u U C ...... C u UC -QJ 0 ~ Cl (IJ 0 ~ -C, 
"'- D. 

c- ,_ .... D. 
c-,_ ,_ ....ClCl .µ_ u ca ,_ - Cl .µ_ tO -Occupational Group .µ .,.. t:n . ca en QJ "'O - en -~ ell QJ "'O 

.i::; cuE .i::; (IJ{:. C -en EC C - -en E3 c:c: -a::i -:::::: c:c: c:c cc- :::.: c:c: -co :t: c:c: c:c i.S 
. . . .Official/ .Administrative 100.0% , 152. ,~ 0.0% 27.6% 0.0% 3.4% 

~ 

6.9% o.m o.m o.m o.o, 
Professional 100.0% 41.3 a.a - 41.3 0.0 a.a 14.2 a.a 

. -
3.2 0.0 0.0 

Technician 100.0% 25.9 a.a 62.9 0.0 0.0 9.3 a.a 0.0 0.0 1.9 

Protective Service 100.0% 36.5 2.8 52.3 0.0... 0.0 2.8 0.0 5.6 0.0 0.0 

Para-Professional 100.0% 11. 1 o.o. 32.2 a.a 0.0 27.8 2.8 36. l a.a.. . 0.0 

... . .
Office/Clerical lCXJ.0% 1.3 0.0 3.8 . a.a a.a 35.9 1.3 57.7 a.a 0.0 

Skilled Craft 100.0% 16.3 0.6 80.2 1. 1 a.a 0.6 o.o 0.6 0.6 0.0 

Service/Maintenance 100.0% 3.3 0.0 90.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.5 0.0 a.a 

I 
Total 100,0% 22 .o~ 0.7% 54.6% 0.3% 0.2% 9.7~ 0.3'. 11 . 8~ 0.2, 0.2~ 

White/Anglo Figure 1Minority 
0.0 10.0 20.0 

fficial/ :11111111111 i!l!III Ill II ll ilill Illlllllllll
Administrattve 

echnician 

Protective Service 

Para-P,rofessional 

ffice/Clerical 

killed Craft 

ervice/Maintenance ·JDFD 
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School District 

Introduction 

The Roswell Municipal School District is one of four in Chaves County. The 
other three are: Dexter, Hagennan, and Lake Arthur. In tenns of 
enrollment and personnel, it is by far the largest. For.the 1983-84 school 
year, the district reported a student enrollment of 9,782. 

Composition of the School Boar.cl (Table 1) 

From 1973 to 1981, no minority served on the Roswell School Board. In 
1981, an Hispanic male was elected to the board. This·person is the 
only minority to have served on the school board since 1973, when this 
survey began, to the present. During this same ten-year period, only 
two women have served on the board. No blacks, Native Americans or . 
Asian Americans have served on the Roswell School Board during the study
period. 

School Enrollment (Table 2) 

Since the 1968-69 school year, there has been a slight decrease in the 
overall student enrollment within the district. The composition of the 
student body has also changed. In the 1968-69 school year, Anglos
constituted nearly 68 percent of the student enrollment, while 
minorities made up about 32 percent. For the latest school year,
1983-84, the proportion of Anglos students attending schools in the 
district declined to about 56 percent, while the minority enrollment 
increased to nearly 44 percent. The greatest increase occurred among
Hispanic students. In 1968 they made up about 27 percent of the student 
enrollment. In 1983 they made up more than 40 percent. 

District Employment (Tables 3-4) 

During the 1982-83 school year, the Roswell district employed 928 
full-time employees. Of that number, 80.6 percent were Anglos, 0.7 
percent were blacks, 18.5 percent were Hispanics, and 0.1 percent were 
Asian Americans. No American Indians were employed. Overall, 
minorities constituted 19.3 percent of the district's work force. Women 
comprised nearly 72 percent of the total. 

The majority of the district's personnel were employed in four major job 
areas or classifications: Elementary School Teachers (273), Secondary
School Teachers (223); Teacher Aides (144) and Service Workers (118).
Of the 273 elementary school teachers employed by the district, Anglos
comprised 85.3 percent of the total; whereas, minorities made up only
14.7 percent. At the secondary school level, Anglos constituted 91 
percent of the 223 teachers at that level, while minorities made up only
9 percent. However, minorities did somewhat better as teacher aides. 
For example, of the 144 aides employed by the district, Anglos made up
66.7 percent of all the aides, whereas, minorities comprised 33.3 
percent. In the service job area, Anglos constituted 59 percent of the 
total work force, and minorities made up 41 percent of the total. 

26 
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Most of the district's personnel were employed in four major job areas 
or classifications: Elementary School Teachers (320). Secondary School 
Teachers (282). Teacher Aides (222), and Service Workers (220). Of the 
320 full-time elementary school teachers employed by the d1st-rict, 
Anglos constituted 73.7 percent of the total, while minorities made up 
26.3 percent. At the secondary level, Anglos comprised 83.0 percent of 
the 282 teachers. Mi nori ti es, on the other hand, made up· on1 y 17 
percent. In the teacher aide category, minorities comprised 64 percent
of the 222 employed in that job ~rea. They also comprised 8&.8 percent
of those emp 1oyed f n the service category, 86. 2 percent of a11 the 
skilled workers, and all of the laborers. 

In the three major policy and decisionmaking classifications within the 
district - Officials/Administrators/Managers, Principals and Assistant 
Principals, Anglos dominated. For example, of the 27 persons designated 
as officials, administrators or managers, 20 were Anglo. Of the 34 
principals and assistant principals in the district, 26 were Anglo. 

Few women were employed in major decisionmaking or administrative 
positions in the district. Of the 27 officials/administrators in the 
district, eight were women. Of the 23 principals, only six were women. 
The vast majority were employed as teachers, professionals, teacher 
aides, clerical workers and service workers. Anglo women tended to 
dominate the teaching and professional jobs, while minorities occupied 
most of the teacher aide, clerical and service worker positions. For 
example, Anglo women held 70.0 percent of the elementary school 
teaching positions, 41.1 percent of the secondary school teaching jobs,
and 69.2 percent of the professional-type jobs. Minority women made up
60.8 percent of all the teacher aides, 56.3 percent of the office 
workers, and 46.3 percent of the service workers. 
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Table 1 
Composition of School 
Board by Race/Ethnicity
and Gender: 1973-1985 
Las Cruces MunicipaJ S~hoals 

Year 

White/
Anglo 

M F 
Black 
M F 

American 
Indian 

M F 

Asian 
American 
M F 

Hispanic~ 
M F 

Total 
M F 

Minority
M F 

. - - . 
' 1973-75 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 1 1 0 

-
1975-77 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

1977-79 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 

.. 

1979-81 4· t 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 0 ·o 

1981-83 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 ·o 

1983-85 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 

Total 20. lU 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 ·22 10· 2 0 

Percent Distribution 

1,m1te 
Anglo Black 

Amer1can 
Indian. 

As1an 
American Hispanic Total Minority 

VPiH• 

1973-75 83. 3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 16. 7% 100.0% 16. 7%" 

1975-77 80.0 0.0 a.a 0.0 20.0 100.0% 20.0 

1977-79 100~0 0.0 0.0 a.a a.a 100.0% 0.0 

1979-81 100.0 a.a a.a 0.0 a~o 100.0% 0.0. 

1981-83 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0% 0.0 

1983-85 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0% 0.0 

Total 93.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 6.2% 100.0% 6.2% 

SOURCE: Harold w. Floyd, Superintendent, Las Cruces Public 
Schools, Las Cruces, New Mexico (3/83). 



TABLE 2 

School Enrollment by Race,
Ethnicity and Gender - 1968-1984 

K-12 Elementary/Secondary 

School District Las Cruces County Dona Ana 

Total White/ Asian American Total 
School Vear Enrollment Anglo Black Hispanic American Indian Minority 

1968-1969! - 15,742 7,899 331 7,314 27 171 7,843 
100.0% 50.2% 2.1% 46.5% 0.2% 1.1% •49.8% ✓ 

1976-19772 
15,514 6,695 293 8,434 70 22 8,819 
100.0% 43.2% 1.8% 54.4% 0.5% 0.1 % 56.8% 

1982-19833 15,408 6,734 338 8,167 115 54 8,674
100.0% 43.7% 2.2% 53.0% 0.7% 0.4% 

I 

56.3% N 
1..01983-19844 15,598 6,817 342 8,267 117 55 8,781

100.0% 43.7% 2.2% 53.0% 0.8% 0.3% . 56. 3% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Health, Education.and.Welfare/Office for Civil Rights, Directory of Public 
Elementarl and·secOndary·schools in.Selected Districts. ·Enrollment·and Staff by Racial/Ethnic
Group, Fa 1 1968 (New·Mexico). • · 

2. U.S. Department of Health, Education.and Welfare/Office for.Civil Rights,·Directory of 
Elementary and Secondary School Districts·and·Schools·in·selected School Districts: School 
ear 

3. New Mexico State Department of Education. Data derived from estimates provided thrdugh
individual District/Chapter I applications for funding under Education Consolidation and 
Improvement Act. Information provided by the State Education Department, June 1983. 

4. Ibid. -------~----· ·--~-- -·---------·- --- ---··-----~-- - ··- -·--------- ----- ... 
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School District: Las Cruces 
1982-1983 School Vear 

School District Work Force 
F I: M A r:M " L E 

CLASSIFICATION 

UTT1ClalS7 . 
Administrators/Managers 

Principals 

Assistant Principals1 
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Elementary Teachers 

Secondary Teachers 

Other Classroom 
Teachers 

320 

282 

97 

12 

118 

23 

1 

2 

0 

14 

22 

12 

0 

0 

0 

: 1 , 

0 •. 

0 

224 

116 

44 

5 

2 

·3 

62 

22 
I 

15 

0 

0 

0 

l 

0 

0 
w 
0 

Professionals 2 143 22 0 7 0 0 99 2 13 0 0 

Teacher Aides 222 9 l 6 0 0 71 3 132 0 0 

Technicians 5 1 0 3 0 0 l 0 0 . 0 0 

Clerical/Secretarial ]05 l 0 e 0 0 43 0 59 b 0 

Service Workers 

Skilled Workers 

220 

29 

7 

4 

1 

l 

88 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

0 

3 

0 

98 
. 
~ 

' 0 

0 

I 

l 

0 

Laborers 7 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 1,491 230 6 197 0 l 633 19 403 0 2 

Harold W. Flotd, Superintendent, Las Cruces Public Schools, Elementary and Secondary StaffSOURCE: Jnfricmri~oo { m-s). 2n s/a'.L__
1.nc J es teaching a.nd non-teaching principal's. . • · . 
2. Includes guidance counselors, psychologists, 11brar1ans/consultants,'other professionals. 



Employment PrDf1le - FUii 11me• Table 4 School District: Las Cruces 
1982-1983 School Year 

Per.cent Distribution 
~r:hnn1 D·· c;trir:t Work Forr.e 

M A L E FEMALE 
' 

u C: C: u C C ..... rel co..... I'd I'd ....... C: u u C: ....... C: C ,,-
u .,.. UCcoCLASSIFICATION (IJ 0 .w I'd C: .,.. .,.. 10 C1J 0 co s.. .,..

I'd ...., ,... u 0. I'd s... s.. .,.. ....,,... ·~ C. .,.. 
rel 

a, 
s.. 

a, -0 ..... I'd -...., .,.. en I'd en (IJ QJ -0 .,... en en 
0 .C C ,... ..,.. .c: C: ,... .,.. E c: 
I- 3 ct ca :c ~..!? ..!? ..5 3ct ca :c ~ ..!? ce-

UTTlClalS/
Administrators/Managers 100.0% 48.2% 0.0% 22.2% 0.0% 0.0% 25.9% 0.0% 3.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Principals 100.0% 56.6 0.0 17.4 0.0 0.0 17 .4 4.3 4.3 0.0 0.0 

Assistant Principals 100.0% 63.6 0.0 18.2 0.0 .o.o 18.2 0.0 o.o 0.0 o.o 

Elementary Teachers 100.0% 3.7 0.3 4.4 o.o 0.3 70.0 1.6 19.4 0.0 0.3 

Secondary Teachers 100.0% 41.9 0.7 7.8 0.0 0.0 41.1 0. 7 7.8 0.0 0.0 
I 

wOther Classroom 100.0% .....23.7 o.o 12 .4 0.0 0.0 45.3 3.1 15.5 0.0 o.o
Teachers 
Professionals 100.0% 15.4 0.0 4.9 0.0 o.o 69.2 1.4 9. l • 0.0 0.0 

Teacher Aides 100.0% 4.1 0.5 2.7 0.0 0.0 31.9 1.4 59.4 0.0 0.0 

Technicians 100.0% 20.0 0.0 60.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Clerical/Secretarial 100.0% 0.9 0.0 1.9 0.0 o.o 40.9 0.0 56.3 • 0.0 o.o. 
Service Workers 100.0% 3.2 0.5 40.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 1 .3 44.5 ' 0.0 0.5 

• . 
Skilled Workers 100.0% 13.8 3.4 82.8 0.0 0.0 ' o.o 0.0 'o.o 0.0 0.0 

Laborers 100.0% 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total 100.0% 15.4% 0.4% 13.2% 0.0% o.1% 42.5% 1.3% 27.0% a.a, 0.1 %'/ 

SOURCE:· Harold W. Floyd, Superintendent, Las Cruces Public Schools, Elementary·and·secondary Staff 
Information (EE0-5), 2/15/83. 
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Grant County 

Introduction 

Grant County, bounded on the west by the Arizona border, is situated in the 
southwest quadrant of the State. Metal mining has dominated~the county's 
economy for more than a century. Significant amounts of silver, gold, 
lead, zinc and molybdenum are also mined, but open pit copper mining, 
milling and smelting are the most important income producing activities in 
the county. Silver City is the county seat. It is also the largest
community in Grant County. 

Population (Table 1) 

.The 1980 Census reported a population of 26,204 for Grant County. Of 
that total, Anglos comprised 47.5 percent of the population and 

. Hispanics made up 51.3 percent. Blacks, American Indians and Asian 
Americans comprised 0.5, 0.5, and 0.2 percent of the population,
respectively. As Table 1 shows, the county experienced a modest 
increase in population of 19.8 percent over the past decade. The 
largest component of that increase - proportionately - occurred within 
the American Indian and Asian American populations. However, they made 
up only one percent of the total population in the county. In absolute 
tenns, both the Anglo and Hispanic populations showed substantial gains.
For example, in 1970 the Census reported 9,291 Anglos living in Grant 
County. By 1980 there were 12,452, for an overall increase of 34.0 
percent. The Hispanic population registered an increase of 8.9 percent 
over the same time period. As of 1980, minorities made up 52.5 percent
of the county's population. Although the minority population increased 
from 12,583 to 13,752 over the decade, its proportion of the total 
population dropped from 57.5 percent in 1970 to 52.5 percent in 1980. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the county as a whole in 1980 was $15,903, 
which represented an increase of 101.4 percent over the 1970 median of 
$7,898. Although preliminary estimates indicate that each of the 
racial/ethnic groups experienced increases, the median income for Anglo
families was still considerably higher than that of minority families 
and for the total population. The same finding is also true when we 
examine the mean family income. As of 1980, the mean income for Anglo 
families was $19,504. For the total population, it was $17,163. In 
comparison, the mean income for Hispanic families was $16,582. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

In 1970, 14.1 percent of the county's population received incomes below 
the poverty level. For minorities, the proportion was also 14.1 
percent. In comparison, the Anglo population registered a slightly
higher rate of poverty. According to the 19790 Census, 14.2 percent of 
all Anglos surveyed were living under poverty conditions in Grant 
County. 
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By 1980, the degree of poverty in the county declined to 12.9 percent.
However, 19.7 percent of the county's minority population was listed as 
being below the poverty level. This means that the extent of poverty 
among minorities in Grant County increased over the past d~cade. In 
contrast, the incidence of poverty among Anglos declined to 1.9 percent.
Comparable figures for blacks, American Indians, Astan_AmerJcans, and 
Hispanics were 30.7 percent, 14.5 percent~ 15.6 percent, and 19.6 
percent, respectively". 

Work Force/Employment (Tables 4-6) 

According to the New Mexico Employment Security Department, the total 
work force, aged 16 and over in Grant County as of 1980 was 9,439. 
Anglos comprised 57.1 percent of the total work force and minorities 
made up 42.9 percent. Hispanics constituted the second largest 
component making up 42.3 percent of the work force. The overall 
unemployment rate for the county as a whole in 1980 was 7.1 percent. For 
Anglos, it was 6.5 percent. For minorities, the rate of unemployment 
was 8.0 percent. _ . • 

The rate of unemployment a~ong female workers was slightly higher than 
for males. For example, the unemplo.Ylfllent rate for males in 1980 was 8.9 
percent. For females the overall rate was 10.7 percent. For minority
females the rate of unemployment was 9.2 percent. Anglo females 
recorded the highest level of unemployment of any group in the work 
force. 

Nearly 65 percent (64.4%) of the employed work force in the county was 
concentrated in three basic industry categories: Agriculture/Mining
(35.5%), Trade (18.3%), and Educational Services (10.6%). Almost 60 
percent (57.4%) of the work force was employed in four major 
occupational categories in 1980: Professional (11.6%), Administrative 
Support (11.2), Other Services (12.2), and Precision Production, Craft 
and Repair (22.4%). 

Political Representation (Tables 7-8, Figures 1-2) 

State Elected Officials (Table 7, Figure 1)
During the study period (1969-1984), Hispanic males have been elected to 
State Senator (1971-1984) and District Attorney (1969-1976). However, 
no minority person or woman has served as State Representative or 
District Judge during the time period encompassed by this study. 

County Elected Officials (Table 8, Figure 2) 

During the study period, both Anglos and Hispanics have served as County
Commissioner, County Clerk, County Treasurer, County Assessor, Sheriff, 
Probate Judge and Magistrate. No blacks, American Indians or Asian 
Americans have been elected to a county office during this time period. 

Women - both Anglo and Hispanic - have been elected to the office of 
County Clerk (1973-1984), County Treasurer (1969-1984), and County 
Assessor (1969-1984). No woman has served as County Commissioner, 
Probate Judge, or Magistrate since 1969. 
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Public Employment (Tables 9-10, Figure 3) 

As of 1982, the county employed a total of 84 full-time employees. Of 
that number, 36 .9 percent were Anglos, 1.2 percent were blacks, and 61.9 
percent were Hispanics. No American Indians or Asian Americans were 
employed by the county. Women constituted 36.9 percent of the work 
force. - ,,. 

Anglos held most of the jobs in the Technician (57.2il and.Service/
Maintenance (60.0i) occupational groups. Minorities, on the other hand, 
held 75.0 percent of all the Official/Administrative, 61.0 percent of 
the Professional, 61.1 pe·rcent-of the Protective Service, s-s:s percent
of the Para-Professional, 77.8 percent of the Office/Clerical and 69.2 
percent of the Skilled Craft jobs in county government. Of the 31 women 
employed by the county, 16, or 51.6 percent, were classified as 
Office/Clerical, and five or 16.1 percent were employed as Para­
Professionals. Three women (all Hispanic) were also employed as 
Professionals and four (two Hispanics, two Anglos) were classified as 
Technicians. None were employed in the Official/Administrative or 
Skilled Craft occupational areas. 



I QUI 'C I 

Populatio'n 
By Race/Ethnicity 
County - Grant 

. 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total Minority 

Total 

1980White/
Anglo 1970 

1980 
Black 

1970 

1980American 
Indian 1970 

1980Asian 
American 1970 

1980 
Hispanic 

1970 

19701 19802 

9,291 42. 5%" 12_,4q2_ 47: 5"% . 

115 - 0.5% 132 0.5% 

84 0.4% 124 0.5% 

30 0.1 % 44 0.2% 

12,354 56.5% 13,452 51.3% 

12,583 57.5% 13,752 52.5% 
..• 

21,874 100.0% 26,204 100.0% 

Percent Distribution 

20.0% 60.0% 

47.5% 

42.5% 

0.5% 

0.5% 

0.5% 

0.4% 

0.2% 

0.1% 

51.3% 

~ 

%Change 
. + 3.4.0% • 

. "-
+ 14.8% 

+ 47.6% 

+ 46.7% 

+ 8.9% 

+ 9.3% 

+ 19.8% 

80.0% 100.0% 

56.5% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Conmerce, Bureau of the Census, General Population
Characteristics. New Mexico. PC(l )-833. Table 34. 

2. 19so·sumary Characteristics for Governmenta1·units and Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas. PHC 80-3-33, New Mexico, Table l, 1980. 
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19701 

White/Anglo $ ---
Black ---
'American Indian ---

. 
Asian American ---
Hispanic 7,183 

• 7,898 Total $ 

Median Family Income 1980 ...$ 15,903 

19701 

White/Anglo $ ---
Black ---

American Indian ---

Asian American ---

Hispanic 7,526 

Total $ 8,888 

Table 2 
Income 
Medi an F.ami.lv Income 
By Race/Ethnicity 
1980/1970
County: Grant 

# 

19802 %Change 

$ 18,276- - . - ---
....__ 

16,096 + 124 .1 % 

$ 15,903 + l 01. .i% 

1970... $ 7,898 

Meari ·Family Income 
By Race/Ethnicity 
1980/1970 

19802 %Change 

$ 19,504 ---

16,582 + 120.3% 

$ 17,163 4- 93. l % 

Mean Family Income 1980...$ 17,163 1970... $ 8,888 
SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General 

• social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico. PC(l}-C-33.
Tables 124, 1.28, and 133 (1970). . 

2. U.S .. Depa·rtment of Commerce,.Bureau of the Census~Supple­
mentary·Report,.Advanced·Estirnates·of Social Economic and 

•Housing·characteristics. New Mexico PHCSO-S2-33. Table 
P-5. ijen~r~l_S9cia1 ~~~_EcoE~mjc ~h~racteristics by Race 

https://F.ami.lv
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Income 
Poverty Condition 
By Race/Ethnicity
1970/1980
County: Grant 

1970 Population Below Poverty Leve1 1 

. -Persons Numbers Below 
Surveved Povertv Level . p... ,..,.. .. 

. - .
White/Anglo 9,291 1_,~21 . 1.4.2% • 

-
Black n5 --- ---
American Indian 84 --- ---
Asian American 30 --- ---
Hispanic 12,354 1,772 14.3% 

Total Minority 12,583 1,772 14.1 % 
... . 

Total 21,874 3,093 14.1% 
-

PERSONS FOR WHOM POVERTY STATUS IS DETERMINED 

J980 P.opulation•Below Poverty L~ve1 2 

Persons Numbers Below 
Surveyed Povertv Leve1 . Percent 

White/Anglo 8,323 162 1.9% 

Black 176 54 30.7% 

American Indian 138 20 14.5% 

Asian American 45 7 15.6% 

Hispanic 13,231 2,591 19.6% 

Total Minority 13,590 2,672 19.7% 

Total 21 ,913 2,834 12. 9% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census~·General 
•• Social and Economic Characteristics,·New Mexico PC(l)-C-33,

Tables 124, 128 and 133 (1970).
2. U.S. Department of.Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Supplementary

·Report, Advanced Estimates:of SOcial,'EconOmic·and·Aousing
Characteristics, New Mexico PHCSO-S2-33. Table P-5. General 
Social and Economic Characteristics by Race and Spanish Origin:
1980, Table P-4, Income and Poverty Status in 1979. 



Table 4 
Employment Status by Race,

Ethnicity and Gender • 
1980 

County: Grant 

Race/Ethnicity/
Gender Status 

Total Work Force 
White/Anglo
Black 
Other 
Hispanic
Total Minority 

Male TOTAL--White/Anglo
Black 
Other 
Hispanic
Total Minority 

Female TOTAL--White/Anglo 
Black 
Other 
Hispanic

• • Total Minority 

. Civilian 
.Labor Force .. : .Employed ... Unemployed .. 

9,439 8,766 673 
. 5,390 

24 
5,040 

24 
350 

0 
35 35 0 

3,990 3,667 323 
4,049 3,726 323 

6,678 6,300 378 
3,788 3,626 162 

17 17 0 
14 14 0 

2,859 2,643 216 
2,890 2,674 216 

2,761 2,466 295 
1,602 l ,414 188 

7 7 0 
21, 21 0 

l ,131 1,024 107 
1,159 1,052 107 

Percent Distribution 
Labor.Force .Employed: .Unemployed 

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
57 .1 57.5 52.0 
0.2 0.3 0.0 
0.4 0.4 0.0 

42.3 41.8 48.0 
42.9 42.5 48.0 

70.7 71.9 56.2 
40. l 41.4 , 24. 1 
0.2 0.2 0.0 
o. 1 0.2 0.0 

30.3 30.1 32. l 
30.6 30.5 32.1 

29.3 28. l • 43.8 
17 .0 16. l : 27. 9 
0.1 0.1 0.0, 

I0.2 0.2 0.01 
12.0 11. 7 I 15. 9 
12.3 12.0 15. 9 

Unemployment
.Rate 

.•-,._ 1% 

6.5 
0.0 
0.0 
8.1 
8.0 

8.9 w 
8.6 

CD 

0.0 
0.0 
8.8 
8.6 

l 0. 7 
11. 7 
0.0 
0.0 
9.5 
9.2 

SOURCE: New Mexico Employment Security D~partment, Research and Statistics Section~·Affirmative Action 
Information/1981. Gr~nt County, Albuquerque, NM. 
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Table 5 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Industry - Grant County - # 

Jndustry 
Agriculture, Forestry, 'Fisheries, ~ining .. 
Construction 
Manufacturing (Durable/Non-durable goods) 
Transportation 
Conrnunications and other P,ublic Utilities 
Trade {Wholesale/Retail) 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 
Business and Repair Servi•ces .. . 
Personal, Entertainment and Recreation Services 
Educational Services 
Health Services 
Other Professional and Related Services 
Public Administration 

TOTAL 

·Total 
3,272 

537 
389 
195 
192 

1,685 
219 
176 
297 • 

972 
626 
308 
338 

9,206 

-Percent . 
. 3.5. 5% 

5.8 
4.2 
2. 1 
2.1 

18.3 
2.4 
1.9 

3.2 
10.6 
6.8 
3.4 
3.7 

100.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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Table 6 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Occupation - Grant County 

Occupation 
Managerial/Professional Occupations 

Executive; Administrative, Managerial 
Professional 

Technical and Related Support 
Sales Occupations 
Administrative Support, including Clerical 
Service Occupations 

Private Household 
Protective Service 
Other Service Occupations 
Farming, Forestry, Fishing 
Precision P.roduction, Craft and Repair 

"Skilled/Unskilled Workers 
Machine Operators, Assemblers, Inspectors 
Transportation and Material Moving 
laborers 

TOTAL 

. ~ 

Total . Percent 

576 6.3% • 
1,064 11.6 
• 178 1.9 

725 7.9 
1,029 11.2 

38 0.4 
168 1.8 

1,121 12.2 
316 3.4 

2;063 22.4 

417 4.5 
855 9.3 
656 7.1 

9,206 100.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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41 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender
1969-198'1 
County : Grant 

Table 7 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
State Senator M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1r 0 0 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - .-
Hispanic 0 0 1 0 1 0 l o. l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 

Total 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 . 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84State 
Representative· M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F. 

White/Anqlo 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . 

American Indian - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - -:. - - - - - - - - - - -

Total 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
District Judges·· M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F' 

White/Anglo 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - • - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84District 
.Attorney·:. M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hisoanic 1 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 u u u 

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Ele • tate Le isla iv ric nd 
fficials 1 Editions l969-70__th_roug_p_J9f33~-84_._ S~cre"l;ary of State,. San_ta_ Fe. N.M. _ 

NOTE: The State officials listed above represent multi-county districts. 
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42 State Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/ . 
1969-1984 

1 

County: Grant 
Figure l Percent Distribution 

State Senator 0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

White/Anglo 12.5% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 87.5%1111111 !I 11111111111 !Ill I I IIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIII III I I Ill II II Ill I I IIIII II Illlilllllllll llllllllllll II IIll I I I IIIII I I Ill IIll lllllllllllllllllllllll 

State Representative 
·---

White/Anglo lllllllllllllllll:1:lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllll-· 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

District Judges 

White/Anglo llll!!!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

District Attorney 

White/Anglo 50.0%!1111!!:lillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllll!llllll!lllfl 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 1111111,:;i:111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 50.0% 
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- - - - - - -

t..uun ~y C. U:!t; Lt!U Ul l It; 1 d IS43 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender
1969-1984 
County: Grant 

Table 8 

69-70 73-74 77-78 81-82County 71-72 75-76 79-80 83-84 
Commissioners M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 3 0 3 0 1 0 2 0 1. 0 3 - ~a 1 0 0 0 
Black 
American Indian - . -

Asian American - - - - - - - -:. .-' 

Hispanic 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 3 0 

Total 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Clerk M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 l 0 0 0 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 l 0 1 

0 _l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1Total 

County 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Treasurer M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - -· - ·-

Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Assessor M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M ·F 

White/Anglo 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, , ,Hisoanic 0 0 0 l 0 l 0 l 0 0 0 0 0,Total 0 l 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico~ ·E1ective·state 2 ·Legislative~ District and County
Officials, Editions 1969-70 through 1983-84. Secretary of State, Santa Fe, N.M. 



Ct;>1~nty· Elected Offi ci a 1 s 
,.-: 44 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender

1969-1984 
County: Grant 

Table 8 (Cont.) 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Sheriff M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo l 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

M 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - . - - - - . "! - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 l 0 1 -o 0 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
_Probate Judge M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

69-70 .71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Magistrates M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 

Total 2 . 0 2 0 2 0 2 a 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

Total 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County Officials 
(1959-1984) M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 6 ·3 A i 3 2 5 2 3 1 5 2 3 1 3 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 1 0 3 1 4 1 2 1 4 2 2 1 4 2 4 2 

Total 7 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 



County
CoR1Dissioner 

White/Anglo 

Black 

nerican Indian 

sian American 

Hispanic 

County Clerk 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

1county Treasurer 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

County Assessor 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

~ounty t1ectea.urT1c1a1s45 
By Race/Ethnicity/ _ I 
1969-1984 
County: Grant 

Figure 2 Percent Distribution 

o.o 10.0 20.0 3o.o 40.o so.a 60.o 10.0 ao.o 90.o 100.0% 

:111111:1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 58.3% - ~ 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

:lll:!llll!!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 41.7% 

;1111111111111::11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 62.5% 
.. . 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

37.5%!lllllll:lill!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

llllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 87. 5° 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

12.5% 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111 25.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

75.0%1I I I I II I I I I I I II I I I I I I I Ill I111111111111111111 I11111111!1111111111!111111111111 HI I l 111111 I I I II II IIIIIHHI Il!ll 1111111111 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Electiye State, legjs]atjye, District and. 
County Officials. Editions 1969-70 through 1983-84. Secretary of State, 



County Elected 'Officials 
46 By Race/Ethnicity/, I· 

1969-1984 
County: Grant 

. Percent DistributionFigure 2 (Cont~) 

Sheriff 0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

White/Anglo .illll!lllilll!lii:lllllllllllllllllllllillllllllillilll!II 37. 5% - ~ 

0.0%Black 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 1111111111111 
1

111111:!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllilil 62.5% 

Probate Judge 

White/Anglo !llli!!illlll!!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 87 .5% • 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 
·-. 

Hispanic 12.5% 

1•1agi strates 

White/Anglo 1111111111111!111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 50.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic :Jlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 50.0% 

Total County Off.ic:i - A 
....._.._......................."""""'!"'~llllllllllilal--------......- .. 

White/Anglo 57.5% 

Black 0.0% 

0.0%American Indian 

Asian American 0.0% 

' Hispanic illllllll1ll!llllllllilll:lll!llllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllll 42.5% 
..,... • • #Ma • • • .. ,. • -• • • a _ I 
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County Work Force 
1982. 
County: Grant 
Full-time Employees 

Table 9 

MALE • _FEMALE' . .u C C u- C .C ca re, ca ca ........ -C u UC ........ -c:: u UC* Q) 0 ~ ca Q) 0 ~ ca c-c:: -s.. .... -ca .µ..- u 0. ca -s.. ca .µ..- u. ,. c.. ca ·S.. -s.. ..-ca 
.µ ..- en en Q)~ .... C,Occupational Group -ca -ca en GJ~- Q) - cu0 .s::. C: .s::. C: .... en e e c::
I- ::i:c:c al -:c ~i i.S 3 c:c cc ::c cc c:c c:c-

Official/
Administrators 4 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

. 

Professional 10 .4 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 

Technician 7 2 0 l 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 

Protective Service 18 7 0 10 0 0 0 0 l 0 0 

Para-Professional 9 1 l 2 0 0 3 0 2 0 0 

Office/Clerical 18 1 0 . l 0 0 3 0 13 0 ci 

Skilled Craft 13 4 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Service/Maintenance 5 2 0 l 0 0 1 0 l 0 0 

Total 84 22 l 30 0 0 9 0 22 0 0 

1s·abel -cart1110·.;.m--a·r1tcoufrty ·c,erk, -state ..and Local GovernmenrSOURCE: Information (EE0-4), Grant Coun_ty, New Mexico, 12-6-82. _ 
Note: Data does not include school systems and educational institutions. 

*Includes only full-time employees. 



County Work Force 
48 1982 

County: Grant 

Percent Distribution
Table 10 

M A L E F E M A L E 
u C C u C C 

ltl ltl ltl ltl ....... -C u UC ....... -C u UC 
a, 0 .¥. ltl C .,- .,- ca a, 0 .¥. ca c--ca +,),- u Q. ltl s.. S- .,- +,),- u~ Q. ltl S- . s..-ltl Occupational Group +' -en ltl VI .,- cu cu "O ltl CA 

-
a, "O 

.r; C ,- VIE - 0'I ,... -VIEa,0 EC .C C ec 
I- ::3 c:t co -:x: <<C <- 3c:t co :r c:t c:t c:c--

-
Official/
Administrators 100% 25.0% 0.0% 75.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% a.a~ 0.0% 0.0% 

Professional 100% 40.0 0.0 60.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Technician 100% 28.6 0.0 14.2 0.0 0.0 28.6 0.0 28.6 0.0 0.0 

Protective Service 100% 38.9 0.0 55.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 a.a 5.6 0.0 0.0 

Para-Professional 100% 11. 1 11.1 22.2 0.0 0.0 33.4 a.a 22.2 0.0 0.0 

Office/Clerical 100% 5.6. 0.0 5.6 a.a 0.0 16.6 0.0 72.2 0.0 0.0 

Skilled Craft 100% 30.8 0.. 0 69.2 a.a a.a 0.0 •• 0.0 0.0 0.0 a.a 

Service/Mai-n.tenance 100% 40.0 0.0 20.0 a.a 0.0 20.0 0.0 20.0· a.a 0.0 

Total 100% 26.2% 1.2% 35.7% 0.0% 0.0% 10.7% a.a~ 26.2j 0.0% 0.0% 

-­

• 
White/Anglo Figure 3
Minority 

0. 0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

fficial/ 
-~:111111111111dministrative 

!lllllllllllllllllllllllilml:lllllllllllllllllllllllll 
echnician IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIDJB:l1llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!ll;l!IIII 

Protective Service 

Para-Professional 

ffice/Clerical 

ki 11 ed Craft 11111111111-:111111111111111111111 

ervice /Mafntenance illllllllllllllllllllllllllll!IIII 60.0% IIll lllll llll!IIIIIIIIII Ill Ilill II IIII 1111111 
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MUNICIPAL PROFILE 

DEMOGRAPHIC 
POLITICAL REPRESENTATION 
EMPLOYMENT 



City of Silver City 

Introduction 

Silver City is located in the central portion of Grant County~ It is the 
18th largest city in the State. It is also the county seat and the home of 
Western New Mexico University. 

Population (Table ~L 
The 1980 Census reported a population of 9,887 persons living in Silver 
City. Of this number, Anglos constituted 45.9 percent of the 
population, while Hispanics comprised 52.5 percent. Blacks, American 
Indians and Asian Americans made up 0.9 percent, 0.4 percent, and 0.3 
percent, respectively. As Table 1 shows, the city experienced an 
overall growth in population of 27.1 percent during the past decade. 
During that period, both the Anglo and minority population increased. 
However, the proportion of Anglos in the city's population increased 
from 39.4 percent in 1970 to 45.9 percent in 1980. Conversely, the 
minority population decreased from 60.6 percent in 1970 to 54.1 percent
in 1980. The Anglo popula.thm·a1so experienced a higher growth rate. 
Over the past ten years, the rate of increase for the Anglo population 
was 48.4 percent. For the minority population, the rate of increase was 
13.4 percent. • 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the city as a whole was $17,407 in 1980 
which was considerably above the median for the county. This figure
also represents a substantial increase over the 1970 median of $7,659. 
It should be noted that income data reported for the city in both the 
1970 and 1980 Census was very limited due to its small population size. 
Preliminary estimates based on available census infonnation indicate 
that all of the population groups experienced some increase in both 
their median and mean family income. Precise data, however, is not yet
available on the magnitude of these changes. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

On the basis of 1980 Census data, 21.2 percent of those surveyed in 
Silver City received incomes below the defined poverty level. However, 
the incidence of poverty among minorities in this city was considerably
higher than that for the total population. For example, 30.3 percent of 
the total minority population was below the poverty level. In contrast, 
15.7 percent of the Anglo population was below this level. Comparable
figures for blacks and Hispanics were 66.7 percent and 29.7 percent,
respectively. 

49 
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Political Representation (Table 4) 

Between 1972 and 1980, at least two Hispanics served on the city council 
during each tenn. Since 1980, however, there has only been one minority 
person on the council for each tenn. No blacks, American Indians, or 
Asian Americans have served on the council since 1972. O~ly two women 
- both Anglo - have been on the city council during this period. 

Public Employment (Tables 5-6, Figure·1) 

As of 1982, the city employed 114 full-time workers. Of that number, 
35.1 percent were Anglos, and 64.9 percent were Hispanics. No blacks, 
Asian Americans or American Indians were employed by the city. Overall, 
minorities made up 64.9 percent of the city•s full-time work force. 
Women, on the other hand, constituted 23.7 percent. 

Anglos occupied half of all the Technician jobs, 80.0 percent of the 
Para-Professional, 55.6 percent of the Office/Clerical, and 57.1 percent
of all the Skilled Craft jobs in city government. Minorities held IOOSt 
of the jobs in the Official/Administrative (61.5i), Professional 
(70.0i), Protective Service (56.5i), and Service/Maintenance (96.9i)
categories. Of the 27 women employed by the city, 16, or 59.3 percent 
were classified as Office/Clerical workers and five or 18.5 were 
Para-Professionals. Three women were also employed in the Protective 
Service category. They also held two of the 13 Official/Administrative
positions. 
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Population
By Race/Ethnicity 
City: Silver City 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total Minority 

Total 

White/
Anglo 

1980 

1970 

1980 
Black 

1970 

American 1980 

Indian 1970 

Asiari 1980 
American 1970 

1980 
Hispanic 

1970 

~ 

1970 l 1980 2 %Change 

3,060 39 .4% - 4,540 45·. 9% • • + 48 .4.%' 

73 - 0.9% 91 0.9% ·+- 24.6% 

32 0.4% 36 0.4% + 12.5% 

19 0.2% 29 0.3% + 52.6% 

4,592 59.1% 5,191 52~5% + 13.0% 

4,716 60.6% 5,347 54.T,% + 13.4% 

7,776 100.0% 9,887 100.0% + 27 .1 % 

60.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

45.9% 

0.4% 

0.4% 

0.3% 

0.2% 

52.5% 

59.1% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General·Population
•·characteristics PC(l)-B33. New Mexico, Table 27 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Censu • 
• • • . ·ts and Stand olitan 

ex1co, Tab e 
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52 Table 2 
Income 
Median F.amily Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970
City: Silver City 

-. ~ 

•19701 1980*2 %Change 
. - .White/Anglo $ --- $ ---- -.-- . 

.. ' 
-Black --- --- ---

American Indian --- --- ---
Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic --- --- ---

Total $ 7,659 $17,407 + 127.3% . 
Median Family Inc~me 1980; ..$ 17,407 1970...$ 7,659 

*Estimates are based on sample. 

NOTE: No other information available.-
Mean Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 • 

1970 l 1980 2 %Change 

White/Ang1 o ---
Black ---
American Indian 

Asian American --- ---
Hispanic --- --- ---

Total $ 8,924 $ --- ---
Mean Family Income 1980:...$ 1970••. $ 8,924 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General 
Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico PC(l)-C-33
New Mexico. Tables l07, 111 and ll6 {1970).

2. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Supple­
mentary Report, Advanced Estimates of Social, Economic and 
HousinT Characteristics, New Mexico. PHC80-S2-33. Table PS. 
Genera , Social and -Economic Characteristics By Race and 
r----.:-1.. n_,:,..;.. T::ahla DA Tnrnma ::an~ Dnuo...+u c:+,.+11,:, ;n 1070 
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Table 3 
Income > 

Poverty/Condition 
.BY. Race/Ethnicity_
1980 - • 

' .. 
City: Silver City 

1980 Population Below Poverty Level 

Persons Number Below 
Surveved Poverty Leve1 Percent 

White/Anglo 6,742 l ,061 l5.7% 
.. .. 

Black 81 54 66.7% 

American Indian a . 0 0.0% 
.Asian American 22 0 0.0% 

Hispanic 3,890 l,155 29.7% 

Total Minority 3,993 1,209 30.3% 

Total 10,735 2,270 21.2% 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Corrmerce, Bureau of the Census, Supplementary
Report, Advanced Estimates of Socia1 1 Economic and Housing
Characteristics, New Mexico PHCBO-S2-33. Table P-5. General 
Social and Economic Characteristics by Race and Spanish Origin: 
1980. 



Table 4- 54 
Municipal Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/Gender 
1972-1984 _ 
City: Silver City 
City Council/Conmission 

Year 

1972-74 

1974-76 

1976-78 

1978-80 

1980-82 

1982-84 

Total 

Year 

1972-74 

1974-76 

1976-78 

1978-80 

1980-82 

1982-84 

Total 

White/
Anglo 
M F 

Black 
M F 

American 
Indian 
M F 

Asian 
American 
M F 

Hispani.c.-
F.M 

Total 
M F . 

Minority 
M F 

- - . -
3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 6 0 3 0 

- -- . 
4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 7 0 3 0 

-

4 0 0 0 0 0 .0 0 2 0 6 0 2 0 

3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 6 1 3 0 

5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 6 1 1 0 

3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

22 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 .o 35 3 13 0 

Percent Distribution 

White/
Anglo Black 

American 
Indian 

Asian 
American Hispanic Total Minority 

50.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 100.0% 50.0% . 

57.1% 0.0% 0.0% Oi0% 42.9% 100.0% 42.9% 

66.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 33.3% 100.0% 33 j%. 

57.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 42.9% 100.0% 42.9%· 

85.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 14.3% 100.0% l4.3% 

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% 

65.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 34.2% l 00.0% 34.2% 

SOURCE: Donald E. Maxwell, Mayor, Silver City, New Mexico, 
3/17/83. 



55 

Table 5-
Municipal Work Force 
1982/City: Silver City 

Full-time Employees 

M A L E F E M A L E 
u '. C: C: : - - u ··C C- ltS ltS ltS ....... -C 0 u C: ........ C u Be·-

~ .·ltJ c:- .OJ 0 -~ . IO c--It$ 2:= .. u 0.. IO~ -s.. .....ft1 +> r- 0 0.. fO ~ -~--,oOccupational Group +> ..,_ .. O'I :111 .,... O'l .. fO. Ill OJ-0-ltS ..... - QJ OJ-0 - a,.C C Ill E E c: .C C . r-{=, 3c( -::C c(c( c( ..... .. - .:!i i.=ttl 3c( co :I: 

Official/
Administrative 13 4 0 7 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 

Professional 10 3 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Technician 6 3 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Protective Service 23 8 0 12 0 0 2 0 1 -0 0 

Para-Professional 5 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 

Office/Clerical 18 0 0 2 0 0 10 0 6 0 0 

Skilled Craft 7 4 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 O· 0 

Service/Maintenance 32 1 0 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 114 23 0 64 0 0 17 0 10 0 0 

-·· ... -· ·••-•----- ·-------------
SOURCE: Dona1d E. MaxweH: Mayor, State and toca1 Government Information (EE0-4 L 

Silver City, New Mexico. _______ _ 



Table 656 
Municipal Work force 
1982/City: Silver City 

Percent Distribution 

Ma l e FemalP 
u C: C: u C C: 

lt:I cu lt:I lt:I...... -C u oc ...... -C u 0 C:CU 0 ~ lt:I C •,- .,- lt:I Q) 0 ~ IO C•r- -lt:I -lt:I +>..- 0 C. lt:I s.. s.. ..... +>..- - ~u CL lt:I s.. s.. .,-Occupational Group +> .,- en lt:I II) ..... Q) Q) "'O .,... en (A Q)-O
0 .c. C: - cn E EC .c:c ,..... -cn Ecu ECt- 3C::C: -c:o ::.::: c::c: c::c: c:c- ::: c:c cc 

lt:I --..... c:c c::c: c:c-
Official/

Administrative 100,0% 30.8% 0.0% 53.8% 0.0% 0.0% 7. 7~ 0.0% 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 
-

Professional 100.0% 30.0 0.0 70.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 0.0 0.0 
. 

Technician 100.0% 50.0 o.o 33.3 a.a 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.7 0.0 0.0 

Protective Service 100.0% 34.8 0.0 52.2 0.0 0.0 8.7 0.0 4.3 0.0 0.0 

Para-frofessional 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 80.0 0.0 20.00.0 a.a 0.0 

Office/Clerical 100.0% 0.0 0.0 11. 1 0.0 0.0 55.6 0.0 33.3 a.a 0.0 

Skilled Craft 100.0% 57.1 0.0 42.9 0.0 6.o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
~ . 

Service/Maintenance 100.0% 3. 1 0.0 96.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 a.a 0.0 

I 
Total 100.0% 20.2% 0.0% 56 .1 % 0.0% 0.0% 14. 9~ 0.0% 8.8% 0.0% 0.0% 

White/Anglo 'Figure 1Minority 

fficial/
Administrati've 

111111111111111 !ll11111111111111 • 

echnician !11111 !!I II !1! 11111111111111 50.0% 1111111111111111111111111111111111 

Protective Service !lllllllllllllllllllllllllll 43.5% 'lllllllllllllllllllllll 
Para-Professional :llllllll:llillllllllll!llilill!1ll!llllllllllillllll!I 

ffice/Clerical llllllll!lilllllllll!llllllil!HG:111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

111111111111111111111111111111 57 .1% :llllllllllllll1illllillillllllllll;IIIIIIIII 

ervice/Maintenance ~ - mma 
•~--------

Total -City 
- .. - •- .!' ! •1 111nam:11111111111111111rn11111 moa 
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School District 

Introduction 

The Silver Consolidated School District is one of two in Grant County.
The other district is the Cobre School District which services the eastern 
part of the county. During the current _school year, the_ qi strict reported 

(1983-1985), there minorities the school board. Since 1977, 

a student enrollment of 4,048. -

Composition of the School Boar~ (Table 1) 

Since 1972, only two Hispanics have served on 
other minority groups have been represented. 

the school board. No 
During the current term 

are no on 
there has been at least one woman on the board. Presently, two Anglo 
women are serving in this capacity. 

School Enrollment (Table 2) 

Since the 1968-69 school year, the student enrollment in the district 
has declined. During this period, the composition of the student body
has also changed. In the 1968-69 school year, for example, Anglos
constituted 40.8 percent of the student enrollment, while minorities 
made up 59.2 percent. For the latest school year - 1983-1984 - the 
proportion of Anglo students attending schools in the district· increased 
to 50.8 percent, while the minority enrollment declined to 49.2 percent.
The greatest changes occurred among Anglo and Hispanic students. 
In 1968, Anglos made up 40.8 percent of the enrollment and Hispanics
comprised 58.8 percent. By 1983, the enrollment of Anglos and Hispanics
in the district was almost half and half. Throughout the study period, 
blacks, Asian Americans and American Indians constituted less than one 
percent of the district's school population. 

District Employment (Tables 3-4) 

During the 1982-83 school year, the Silver Consolidated School District 
employed 357 full-time employees. Of that number, 58.5 percent were 
Anglo, 41.2 percent were Hispanic, and 0.3 percent were Asian American. 
No blacks or American Indians were employed by the district. Overall, 
minorities constituted 41.5 percent of the district's work force. Women 
made up 66.9 percent of the total employment. 
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Most of the district's work force was employed in three major job areas: 
Elementary School Teachers (85), Secondary School Teachers (91), and 
Service Workers (62). Of the 85 full-time elementary school teachers, 
Anglos constituted 69.4 percent of the tota1, while minorities made up
30.6 percent. At the sec~ndary level, Anglos comprised 74.7 percent of 
the 91 teachers employed at that level. Minorities, on the other hand, 
made up 25.3 percent. In the service worker category, Angto~ comprised
22.6 percent of the total work force, while minorities made up 77.4 
percent. Minorities also comprised 3313 percent of ~ll ~he pro­
fessionals, 72.7 percent of the teacher aides, 65.2 percent-of the 
clerical workers, and 60.0 percent of the skilled workers in the 
district. 

Both Anglos and Hispanics occupied the major policy and decisionmaking
jobs within the district - Official/Administrative/Managers, Principals
and Assistant Principals. Of the six positions classified as official, 
administrative, or managerial, five were held by Anglos and one was held 
by an Hispanic female. Of the ten principal and assista.nt principal
positions in the district, six were held by Anglos and four were held by
Hispanics. 

Women held three of the 16 administrative, principal and assistant 
principal positions in the district. Most were employed as teachers, 
professionals, teacher aides, office/clerical workers and service 
workers. For example, 90.6 percent of all the elementary school 
teachers and 45.0 percent of the secondary school teachers were women~ 
They also held 76.2 percent of all the professional, 100.0 percent of 

• all the teacher aide and clerical worker and 54.9 percent of all the 
service jobs in the district. Anglo women held most of the admin­
istrative, teaching and professional jobs. Minority women held most of 
the teacher aide, clerical and service-type jobs. 

https://assista.nt
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Table 1 
Composition of School 
Board by Race/Ethnicity 
and Gender: 1973-1985 
Silver Consolidated School District 

Year 

1973-75 

1975-77 

1977-79 

1979-81 

1981-83 

1983-85 

Total 

Vo.::ir 

1973-75 

1975-77 

1977-79 

1979-81 

1981-83 

1983-85 

Total 

White/ 
Anglo

M F 
Black 
M F 

American 
Indian 

M F 

Asian 
American 
M F 

Hispanic-
M F 

Total 
M F 

Minority
M F 

- . -
4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 0 1 0 

--
5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 

4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 l 4 1. 0 l 

3 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 0 l 

3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 0 l 

3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 

22 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 23 7 1 3 

Percent Distribution 

wm'te American Asian 
Anglo Black Indian - American Hispanic Total Minority 

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%. 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% -

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% -

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

86.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 13.3% 100.0% 13.3% 

SOURCE: Ollie W. Mccrary, Superintendent of Schools, Silver City, 
School District, 3/24/83. 



TABLE 2 

School Enrollment by Race, 
Ethnicity and Gender - 1968-1984 

K-12 Elementary/Secondary 

School District Silver City County Grant 
- --- --·--·--~---- -

Total White/ Asian American Total 
School Year Enrollment Anglo- Black Hispanic American Indian Minority 

I 
,

1968-19691 5,883 2,403 10 3,458 0 12 3,480 
100.0% 40.8% 0.2% 58.8% , 0.0 % 0.2·% 59.2% 

1976-19772 3,735 • 2,038 17 1 ,670 : 3 7 1 ,697.
100.0% 54.6% 0.5% 44.7% 'O. 1' % 0. 2: % 45.4% . 

1982-19833 4,106 2,162 21 1,914 •. 0 9 I l ,944
100.0% 52.7% 0.5% 46.6% 0.0% 0.2% 47.3% 

C 

1983-19844 4,048 2,057 17 1,969 0 5 l ,991 C 

100.0% 50.8% 0.4% 48.6% 0.0% 0.1% . 49.2% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare/Office for Civil Rights, Directory of Public 
Elementar1and·secondary Schools in Selected Districts. ·Enrollment·and Staff by Racial/Ethnic
Groue, Fa 1 1968 (~ew·Mexico). . , 

2. U.S. Department of Health,.Education.and Welfare/Office for.Civil Rights,·Directory of 
Elementary and Secondary School Districts and·schools in Selected School Districts: School 
Vear 1976-1977, Vol. II. • 

• ' 
3. New Mexico State Department of Education. Data derived from estimates P,roviijed through

individual District/Chapter I applications for funding under Education Consolidation· and 
Improvement Act. Information provided by the State Education Department, June 1983. 

4. Ibid. 
-·-•-· ..... ----------------------- ·---. --------------------- ·----



Table 3 t.mp1oyment rron1e-ru11 1111n:: 

School D1str1ct: Silver City 
1982-1983 School Year 

School District Work Force 
' M A I E F F M A F 

• • CLASSIFICATION 

1urnc1a1 s/ · . 
1Administrators/Manager's 

Principals 

Assistant Principals1 

,... 
tel .µ 
0 

. 6 

8 

2 

....... 

.CIJ 0
+',... 
,,- CTI 

:S 5 

4 

4 

1 

.:it/.
u 
tCI 

-= 
0 

0 

0 

u .,.. 
C 
tel 
0-
U:I .,..-
0 

3 

1 

C 

"'u
C .,.. 

"' .,.. s..(IJ 

~.5 

0 

0 

0 , 

C 

"' UC 
.,.. tCI
L ,,-
QJ -g_g .. 

0 

0 

0 

....... 
(IJ 0 
+.Ir-
.,.. t:n 

~a 
1 

1 

0 

~ u 
"' ~ 

0 

0 

0 

u .,.. 
C 

"' 0. 
U:I .,.. 

::i::: 

1 

0 

Qi 

C 

"' u
C .,.. 
RSL 

.,.. QJ 

~~ 

0 

0 

0 

C 
tel 
UC 
.,.. "' s.. .,.. 
(IJ "'CJ 
es:: 

c:C -

0 

0 

0 

Elementary Teachers 

Secondary Teachers 

Other Classroom 
Teachers 

85 

91 

32 

6 

38 

7. 

0 

0 

0 

2 

12 

2 

0 

0 

0 

' 0• 
Cl. 

0 

53 

30 

20 

0 

0 

0 

24 

,11 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 °'.... 

Professionals 2 21 5 0 0 0 0 9 0 6 1 0 

Teacher Aides 22 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 16 . 0 0 

Technicians 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I 

0 0 

Clerical/Secretarial 23 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 15 . 0 0 

Service Workers 

Skil 1ed Workers 

62 

5 

3 

2 

0 

0 

25 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

23 
' 
' 
0 

0 

0 

. 
' 

0 

0 

Laborers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 357 70 0 48 0 0 139 0 99 
• 

1 0 

Ollie W. Mccrary, Suterintendent of Schools, Silver City, New Mexico, Elementary-SecondarySOURCE:. 
Staff Inforltj 0~.. ( E0-5 L l /28/83 ..f. incfuaes ea€ fng ~nd n9n-teaching pr1·nc1pa1s. . 
2. Includes guidance counselors, psychologists, librarians/consultants, other professionals. 



Employm~nt Profile - Full TimeTable 4 School District: Silver City 
1982-1983 School Year 

PercenLOiitr1bution 
C.t"hnnl o·strkt Work Fnrr.P 

M A L E F E M A L E . 
u C Cu C C .,....,... ltJ ltJltJ ltJ 

........ C u U C ........ C C ,,... u .,... 
UCltJ_QJ ~CLASS IFI CATION ,.... OJ 0 ~ ltJ C ,,- .,... ltJ 0 ltJ s.. .,....µ,.... 0. s.. s.. .,... .µ,.... u C. ltJ s.. 

.µ ltJ 
.,... C7l ltJ 

u en .,... ltJ cu OJ "O .,... C7l ltJ en .,... OJ cu "O ,.... .,...
0 .S:: C ,.... ..,... .s:::. C: ~,s
I- 3 < co :::c: ~~ ~,s ::=ce co :c ~~ 

urnc1a I s1 
Administrators/Managers 100.0% 66.6, 0.0% 0.0% 0.0?. 0.0% 16.7% 0.0% 16.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Principals 100.0% 50.0 0.0 37.5 0.0 0.0 12.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Assistant Principals 100.0% 50.0 0.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Elementary Teachers 100.0% 7.0 o.o 2.4 0.0 o.o 62.4 o.o 28.2 0.0 0.0 

Secondary Teachers 100.0% 41.8 0.0 13.2 0.0 0.0 32.9 0.0 12. 1 0.0 0.0 

Other Classroom 100.0% I'\21.8 0.0 6.3 0.0 0.0 62.5 0.0 9.4 0.0 0.0 
0 

Teachers 
Professionals 100.0% 23.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 42.9 0.0 28. 5· 4.8 0.0 

Teacher Aides 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 27.3 0.0 72.7 0.0 0.0 

Technicians 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Clerical/Secretarial 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 34.8 0.0 65.2' o.o o. o. 
Service Workers 100.0% 4.8 0.0 40.3 0.0 0.0 17 .8 0.0 37.1' 

' 

0.0 0.0 
• . 

Skilled Workers 100.0% 40.0 0.0 60.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
I 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Laborers 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

100.0% 19.6% 0.0% 13.5% 0.0% 0.0% 38.9% 0.0% 27.7% 0.3% 0.0%Total 

SOURCE:; Ollie W. McCraryt Superintendent of Schools; Silver Cityt New Mexicot·Elementaril-Secondary
--sta-ff Information {EE0-5},-t/28/BJ. · •·· •-·-··=m• -
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Hidalgo County 

Introduction 

Bordering Arizona and Mexico and located further south than any other 
county in New Mexico, Hidalgo County fonns the extreme southwestern corner 
of the State. The economy of the county is based mainly on agriculture, 
cattle ranching, and copper refining. Lordsburg is the most populous 
community and county seat. 

Population (Table 1) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 6,049 for Hidalgo County. Of 
this total, Anglos comprised 51.9 percent of the population and 
Hispanics made up 47.1 percent. Blacks, American Indfans and Asian 
Americans comprised 0.2, 0.1, and 0.7 percent of the population, 
respectively. As Table 1 shows, the county experienced a substantial 
increase in population of 27.9 percent over the past decade. The 
largest component of that increase occurred within the Anglo population. 
For example, in 1970 the Census reported 1,883 Anglos living in Hidalgo 
County. By 1980, there were 3,142, for an overall gain of 66.8 percent. 
The Hispanic population also registered a modest gain of 2.3 percent. 
However, there was a decrease in both the black. and American Indian 
population over the past decade. As of 1980, minorities made up 48.1 
percent of the county's population. Although it increased from 2,845 to 
2,907 in 1980, the minority proportion of the total population dropped 
from 60.2 percent in 1970 to 48.1 percent in 1980. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the county as a whole in 1980 was $13,449 
which represented an increase of 104.8 percent over the 19790 median of 
$6,472. The median income for Hispanic families also grew by 115.9 
percent over the past decade. Despite this gain, the median income for 
Anglo families was still considerably higher than that of minority 
families. The same finding is also true when we examine the mean family
income. As of 1980, the mean income for Anglo families was $18,321. 
For Hispanic families it was $15,495. For the county, as a whole, it 
was $16,128. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

In 1970, 27.7 percent of the county's population received incomes below 
the poverty level. For minorities, the proportion was 26.7 percent. In 
comparison, 29.2 percent of all Anglos surveyed in the 1970 Census were 
living in poverty conditions. 

By 1980, the incidence of poverty in the county dropped to 16.4 percent. 
However, 20.4 percent of the county's minority population were found to 
be below the poverty level. In comparison, the degree of poverty among 
Anglos fell to 12.4 percent. For Hispanics the figure was 20.6 percent. 
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Work Force/Employment (Tables 4-6) 

According to the New Mexico Employment Security Department, the total 
work force, aged 16 and over in Hidalgo County as of 1980 was 2,252. 
Anglos comprised 54.9 percent of the total work force, and minorities 
made up 45.1 percent. Hispanics constituted the second 14Tgest 
component making up the total minority work force of 45.1 percent. The 
overall unemployment rate for the county in 1980 was 4.3 percent. For 
Anglos it was 2.1 percent. For Hispanics it was 7~0 ~ercent. 

The ·rate of unemployment among female workers was lower than for males. 
For example, the unemployment-rate for males in 1980 was 3.1 percent.
For females, the overall rate was only 1.8 percent. For Hispanic
females, however, the rate of unemployment was 3.3 percent. 

Slightly over 60 percent (60.6%) of the employed work force in the 
county was concentrated in three basic industry categories: Agriculture/
Forestry/Fisheries/Mining (15.1%), Manufacturing (21.8%), and Trade 
(23.7t). Over half (51.3%) of the work force was employed in four major
occupational categories in 1980: Sales Occupations (11.5t), Other 
Service Occupations (14.7t), Precision Production, Craft and Repair
(15.2t), and Fanning, Forestry, Fishing (9.8t). 

Political Representation (Tables 7-8, Figures 1-2} 

State Elected Officials (Table 7, Figure 1)
From 1969 to the present, no minority person or woman has been elected 
to serve as State Senator, State Representative, or District Judge in 
Hidalgo County. However, from 1969 to 1976, an Hispanic male served as 
District Attorney. 

County Elected Officials (Table 8, Figure 2) 

During the study period, Hispanics have served on the County Commission 
since 1971. They have also served as County Clerk (1975-1982), County
Assessor (1981-1984), Sheriff (1977-1978), and Magistrate (1971-1984).
However, no blacks, American Indians or Asian Americans have been 
elected to a county office during this time period. 

Women - both Anglo and Hispanic - have been elected to every county
office during the study period except two: County Commissioner and 
Sheriff. At the present time, women occupy five of nine elected offices 
in Hidalgo County. Of that five, two are Hispanic and three are Anglo. 



White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total Minority 

Total 

1980White/
Anglo . 1970 

1980 
Black 

1970 

1980American 
Indian 1970 

1980Asian 
American 1970 

1980 
Hispanic 

1970 

Table 1
65 Population 

By Race/Ethnicity 
County - Hidalgo 

11970 19802 %Change 
. - . .

1,883 39.8% 3,142 51.. 9% + 66.8% 
. --19 0.4%" 13 0.2% - 31.6% 

20 0.4% 6 0.1% - 70.0% 

22 0.5% 39 0.7% + 77.3% 

2,784 58.9% 2,849 47.T% + 2.3% 

2,845 60.2% 2,907 48.Ji,;; + 2.2% 

4,728 100.0% 6,049 100.0% + 27-.9% 

Percent Distribution 

60.0% SO.OS 

5;}.9% 

39.8% 

0.4% 

0.1% 

0.4% 

0.7 

0.5 

47.1% 

58.9% 

100.0% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General Population
Characteristics. New Mexico. PC{l)-B33. Table 34. 

2~ 198o·summary Characteristics for Governmental ·units and Standard 
Metrooolitan Statistical Areas. PHC 80-3-33~ New Mexico, Table l, 1980. 
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Table 266 Income 
Medi an Fami.lt,1 Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970
County: Hidalgo 

. . 
19701 19802 

~ 

%Change 
. - - .White/Anglo $ --- 1.6,.262 ---· 

' J .. 

Black . -

American Indian 

Asian American --- --- ---

Hispanic 6,092 13,150 + 116 .9% 

Total $ 6,568 $ 13,449 + 104.8% 
.. . 

Median Family Income 1980 ... $ 13,449 1970...$ 6,568 
- ·- Ill> 

Meari ·family Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 

19701 19802 %Change 

White/Anglo $ --- $ 18,321 ---

Black ---

American Indian --- --- ---

Asian American --- --- ---

Hispanic 6,472 15,495 + 139 .4% 

Total $ 7,444 $ 16,128 + 116.]% 

Mean Family Income 1980...$ 16~t-28 1970 ... $ 7,444 
SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General 

Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico. PC(l )-C-33.
Tables 124, l28, and 133 (l 970).

2. U.S. Depa·rtment of Corrrnerce, Bureau of the Census~. Supple-
meotary·Report, :Advanced Estimates of Social Economic and 
Housing·cfiaracteristics. New Mexico PHC80-S2-33. Table 
P-5. uenerai Social and Economic Characteristics by Race 
and Soanish Oriqin, 1980., Table P-4, Income and Poverty 
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67 Income 
Poverty Condition 
By Race/Ethnicity
1970/1980
County: Hidalgo 

1970 Population Below Poverty leve1 1 

Persons Numbers Below 
Surveved Povertv Leve1 · Per~ent 

. . - .
White/Anglo 1,883 549 29.2% 

Black T9 --- ---
American Indian 20 --- ---
Asian American 22 --- ---
Hispanic 2,784 761 27.3% 

Total Minority 2,845 761 26.7% 

Total 4,728 1,310 27.7% 

PERSONS FOR WHOM POVERTY STATUS IS DETERMINED 

J980 Population Below Poverty L~vel 2 

Persons Numbers Below 
Surveyed Poverty Leve1 . Percent 

White/Anglo 2,924 363 12.4% 

Black --- --- ---

American Indian --- --- ---
Asian American 30 --- ---
Hispanic 2,843 587 20.6% 

Total Minority 2,873 587 20.4% 

Total 5,797 950 16.4% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census~ General 
Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico PC(l)-C-33,
fables 124, 128 and 133 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of Corrmerce, ~ureau of the Census, Supplementary
Re art, Advanced Estimates of Social ·Economic·and Rausin 

aracter1st1cs, New Mexico H -S2-33. Table P-5. General 
Social and Economic Characteristics by Race and Spanish Origin:
1980, Table P-4, Income and Poverty Status in 1979. 
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Table 4 
Employment Status by Race, 

Ethnicity and Gender 
1980 

County: Hidalgo 

Race/Ethnicity/ Civilian Percent Distribution Unemployment
Gender Status .Labor. Force .. Employed .. Unemployed ... Labor Force ... Employed. Unemployed Rate 

Total Work Force 2,252 2,155 97 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 4.3% 
White/Anglo 1,237 1,211 26 54.9 56.2 27.2 2.1 
Black 0 0 0 , 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Other 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Hispanic 1,015 944 71 45.1 43.8 72.8 . 7.0 
Total Minority 1,015 944 71 • 45 .1 43.8 72.8 7.0 . . . - . ,. 

en
Male TOTAL 1,567 · 1,482 85 69.6 · 68.8 87.6 3.1 00-- tWhite/Anglo 862 838 24 38.-3 38.9 ·24.7 1.3 

Black 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Other 0 0 0 o.o 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Hispanic 705 644 61 31.3 29.9 62.9 5.2 
Total Minority 705 644 61 31.3 29.9 62.S 5.2 

Female TOTAL 68,5 673 .. 12 30.4 31.2 . ,12.A 1.8 
White/Anglo 375 373 2 16.6 17.3 • 2.J. 0.5 
Black 0 0 0 o.o 0.0 , 0.0 • 0.0 
Other 0 0 0 0.0 o.o 0.0 ~ 0.0 
Hispanic 310 300 10 13.8 13. 9 

I 

10.3 3.3 
Total Minority 310 300 10 13.8 13.9 · 10.3 3.3 

SOURCE: New Mexico Employment Security o~partment, Research and Statistics Section~·Affirmative Action 
lnformation/1981. Hi,dal§OCounty, Albuquerque, NM . 

..... 
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Table 5 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Industry - Hidalgo County - # 

Ind Ystry ·Total -Percent 
Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Mining 301 _]5.1% 
Construction 137 6.9 
Manufacturing (Durable/Non-durable goods) 437 21.8 
Transportation 52 2.6 
Communications and other ~ublic Utilities 27 1.4 
Trade (Wholesale/Retail) 475 23.7 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 58 2.9 
Business and Repair Servi'ces 73 3.7 
Personal, Entertainment and Recreation Services 66 3.3 
Educational Services 65 3.2 
Health Services 185 9.2 
Other Professional and Related Services 20 0.9 

Public Administration 105 5.2 

TOTAL 2,001 100.0% 

SOURCE: Oatabank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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Table 6 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Occupation - Hidalgo County 

Occupation 
Manageri a1/Profess i ona 1- -Occupations 

Executive; Administrative, Managerial 
Professional 

Techni~al and Related Support 
Sales Occupations 
Administrative Support, including Clerical 
Service Occupations 

Private Household 
Protective Service .. 
Other Service OccupatiODS ..Farming, Fo·restry, Fishing 
Precision Production, Craft and Repair 

Skilled/Unskilled Workers 
Machine Operators, Assemblers, Inspectors 
Transpo~tation and Material Moving 
Laborers 

TOTAL 

Total Percept 

170 8.5% 
147 7.4% 

40 2.0% 

230 11.$% 
190 9.5% 

15 0.8% 
28 1.4% 

294 14.7% 
195 9.8% 
305 l 5.2% 

109 5.4% 

139 6.9% 
139 6. 9J~ 

2,001 100.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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71 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender 
1969-1984 
County: Hidalgo 

Table 7 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
State Senator M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

o 1 o 1 o 1 o l _Q. l 0 1 oWhite/Anglo 1 o 1 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - ... - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- -

- - - -
Total l o l o 1 o l o 1 o l o 1 o 1 o 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84
State 
Representative·.. M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Analo l o l o 1 o l o 1 o l o l o 1 o 
Black - - - - - - - -
American Indian 
Asian American 
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total l o l o l o l o l o l o l o l o 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
District Judges·· F F F F FM M M M M F M F M F M 

White/Anglo l o l o l o l o 1 o 2 o 2 o 2 o 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total l o l o l o l o l o 2 o 2 o 2 o 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84District 
Attorney·:. M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo o o o o o o o o 1 o l o l o l o 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hisoanic l o l o l o l o o o o o o o 0 0 

Total l o l o l o l o 1 o l o l o l o 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Electi State Lei 1 • r·ct a~d 
1c1als, Editions 196_2-70__th_rougp_J9l33~-84_._ S_ecre1;ary of_ State 9 _ San.ta_ Fe~ N.M. __ _ 

NOTE: -The State officials listed above represent multi-county districts. 
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State Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/ · 
1969-1984 

l 

County: Hidalgo 
Figure 1 Percent Distribution 

State Senator o.o 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 
• 

White/Anglo :llllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillilllllllllllllllllllllm'm'l.111 

0.0% .Black - - . 

American Indian 0.0% --
0.0%Asian American 

Hispanjc 0.0% 

State Representative 
- . 

White/Anglo :Jlllllllllllll!lll~lllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllDEJ; 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

. Hispanic 0.0% 

District Judges 

White/Anglo 11111:lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllll!llilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 100.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

District Attorney 

White/Anglo 111:!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 50.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian Ame"rican 0.0% 

Hispanic iI I 111I:I11111111 !I I I I I I I 111111111111111 I I I I I I Ill I I Ill Ill Ill Ill llllll I111: 1111111 50.0% 

SOURCE: State of 
f1c1a s. 



~oun~y ~•ec~eo urr1c1a1s 
73 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender

1969-1984 
County: Hidalgo 

Table 8 

County 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Commissioners M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 3 0 2 0 2 0 2· 0 2 0 2 . a 2 0 2 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - . -. - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - . -- - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 

Total 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Clerk M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 0 

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 

County 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Treasurer M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Assessor M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 l l 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - -· - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -o l (j l 

Total 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 l 0 l 0 0 1 0 1 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New trict and Count 
o 1c1a s, di t1ons 9 e, Santa e, . 
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74 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender
1969-1984 
County: Hidal90 

Table 8 (Cont.) 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Sheriff M F M F M F M F M F M F H F M F 
White/Anglo . 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 l n 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - -- .... -Asian American - - - - - - - - - -

-
- - -

-

- -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 1 0 0 c- 0 0 0 6 

I 0 I 0 l 0 1 0 1 ·o l 1Total 0 0 1 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Probate Judge M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 
~lhi te/Ang1o 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

Black - - - - - -. - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - -- - - -.. - - - - - - - - -

. ,r.Hispanic - ~ ... - '::' '::' - - ~ - ., - J.. ·• - -
-

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Magistrates M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 I 

Total l 0 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 a 1 

Total 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County Officials 
(1969-1984) M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M ·F 

tlhite/Anglo 5 4 4 3. .A 3 3 3 3 2 4 2 3 2 3 3 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - -·-· - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 2 l 3 1 2 

Total 5 4 5 4 s 4 4 5 5 4 5 4 4 5 4 5 

SOURCE: R Mexico. El ctive Stat· 
O 69-70 through 983-84. ecre ary of State, an a e. . . 



75 County Elected.Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/
1969-1984 
County: Hi da1go 

County
Co111Tiissioner 

Figure 2 

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 

Percent Distribution 

60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

White/Anglo I1I I1111111111 lllll lllllll I I 11111111111 II !I Illll II lilllll!IIIII IIII 1111 I I II IIIII I I Ill III I I l I I IIIIII IIIIIIIII IIIIIII 70.8% 

0.0%Black 

erican Indian 0.0% 

sian American 0.0% 

.29.2%.Hispanic Ii 11111 iIi II III Ill ll I I II llli 11111 1111111111-
County Clerk 

White/Anglo !lllllllllllllllll I I I l I I II I l I I lll I I II III Illl!llllllllllllllllll!IIIIII IIll I1111 5~.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

50.0%Hispanic :IIIIIIIIIIIIHl!lll11lllllllillllllll!llllllillllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllll 

:County Treasurer 

White/Anglo :lll!!l!ll!llllll:;11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 100.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

County Assessor 

White/Anglo :lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll111' 75.0% 

Black 0.0% 

0.0%American Indian 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic \I llllllll Illlll!lll!i!l 111 lllll 1111111 25.0% 

SOURCE: Roster of state of New Mexico. Elective state, LegisJatiye. District and. 
Countv Officials. Editions 1969-70 throuqh 1983-84. Secretarv of State~ 
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\~hite/Anglo 

Black 
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Asian American 

Hispanic 
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Black 
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Asian American 
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Hispanic 
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Black 
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76 By Race/Ethnicity/•
1969-1984 
County: Hidalgo 

Figure 2 (Cont.) Percent Distribution 

o.o 10.0 20.0 3o.o 4o.o so.a so.a 10.0 so.a 90.o 100.oi 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllll;llllllllllllllllll!lllllllllll 87.5 

0.0% 

0.0% 

12.5% 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 100.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

12.5% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 87.5% 

Total County Officials (1969-1984) 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

llll!llllll!ll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllllll;IIIIIIIIII , 70.8% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

:lllllllllll!IHIIIIIIIIJlllllllll!lll!llll II ,29.2% 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Elective State§ Legislative. District and 
County Officials. Editions 1969-70 through l9 3-84. Secretary of State~ 
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City of Lordsburg 

Introduction 

The city ~f Lordsburg is located in the northern section ot ~he county. It 
is by far the largest community in the county. It also serves as the 
county seat. 

Population (Table -1) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 3,195 persons living in the 
city of Lordsburg. Of this number, Anglos constituted 32.8 percent of 
the population, while Hispanics comprised 65.9 percent. Blacks, 
American Indians and Asian Americans made up 0.3 percent, 0.1 percent, 
and 1.0 percent of the population, respectively. As Table 1 shows, the 
city experienced a decline in population of 6.7 percent over the past 
decade. During that time period, the number of Anglos living in 
Lordsbur.g dropped from 1,364 in 1970 to 1,047 in 1980 for an overall 
decrease in population of 23.2 percent. At the same time there was a 
modest increase of 4.3 perceQt,in the Hispanic population. Overall, 
minorities comprised 67.2"p~rcent of the city's population in 1980. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the city as a whole was $12,253 in 1980, 
which was significantly below the median for the county. This figure,
however, represented a substantial increase over the 1970 median of 
$5,869. It should be noted that income data for the city in both the 
1970 and 1980 Census is very limited. Preliminary estimates, however, 
indicate that all of the population groups experienced some increase in 
both their median and mean family income. Precise data is not yet
available on the magnitude of these changes. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

On the basis of 1980 Census data, 32.8 percent of those surveyed in 
Lordsburg received incomes below the defined poverty level. The 
incidence of poverty among minorities in the city was slightly higher
than that for the total population. For example, 35.9 percent of the 
minority population was below the poverty level. In comparison, 24.4 
percent of the Anglo population was below the poverty level. 

Political Representation (Table 4) 

Hispanics have had significant representation on the city council during 
the study period. During the 1982-1984 term, five Hispanic males serve 
on the council. No blacks, American Indians or Asian Americans have 
been elected to serve. 

Since 1973, five women have served on the city council, two of whom were 
Hispanic. 

77 



78 Table 1 
Population
By Race/Ethnicity 
City: Lordsburg 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total Minority 

Total 

White/
Anglo 

1980 

1970 

1980 
Black 

1970 

American 1980 

Indian 1970 

Asian 1980 
American 1970 

1980 
Hispanic 

1970 

1970 l 1980 2 
* 

%Change 
. 

1,364 39.8% 1,047 32.s·x - 23.2% 

10 - 0.3% 9 0.3 % 
. 
-
-

10.0% 

9 0.3% 2 0.1 % - 77.8% 

21 0.6% 32 1.04% ·, + 52.4% 

2,019 58.9% 2,105 65·.9 % , + 4.3% 

2,059 60.1% 2,148 67.2 % + 4.3% 

3,423 100.0% 3,195 100.0 % - 6.7% 

40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

39.9% 

0.3% 

0.3% 

0.1 -

0.3% 

65.9% 

58.9% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General.Population .. 
·characteristics PC(l)-B33. New Mexico, Table 27 (1970).

2. O.s. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census~ Summar 
• • nm ·ts and St olitan 
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79 Table 2 
Income 
Median Family.Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 
City: Lordsburg 

. ~ 

19701 1980*2 %Change 
. - .White/Anglo . .$ --- $ . . - --... ' 

. -
Black - --- ---
American Indian --- --- ---
Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic --- --- ---

$ 5,869 
.. 

Total $12,253 + 108.8% 
. . 

Median Family Income 1980 •..$12,253 1970...$ 5,869 

*Estimates are based on sample. 

NOTE: No other information available. 

Mean Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 

1970 l 1980 2 %Change 

White/Anglo $ --- ---$ ---

Black --- --- ---
American Indian --- --- ---

Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic --- --- --· 

Total $ 6,374 $ --- ---
Mean Family Income 1980 ... $ 1970... $ 6,374 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General 
Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico PC(l)-C-33
New Mexico. Tables 107, 111 and 116 (1970).

2. U.S. DepartnJent of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Supple­
mentary Report, Advanced Estimates of Social, Economic and 
HousinT Characteristics 2 New Mexico. PHC80-S2-33. Table P[
Genera , Soc, a·l and Economic Characteri sties By Race and 
Soanish Origin. Table P4-1ncome and Poverty Status in 1979. 
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Table -a~ 
Income 
Poverty Condition 

·By- ~ace/Ethnicity
1980 
City: lordsburg 

1980 Population Below Poverty Level 

Persons Number Below 
Surveved Poverty Level Percent 

White/Anglo 673 164 24.4% 

Black 0 --- ---
American Indian 0 --- ---
Asian American 0 ---
Hispanic 1,545 554 35.9% 

Total Minari ty 1,545 554 35.9% 

Total ·2,218 728 - • 32.8% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 C.ensus Tape.
' . -...

~' 



Table 481 
Municipal Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/Gender
1972-1984 . 
City: Lordsburg· 
City Council/Corrmission 

Whit~/ American Asian 
·Anglo Black Indian American Hispanic Total Minority 

vj:)~r M F M F M F M F M F' M F· M F 
- . - --0 • 0 .1972-74 4 0 o.. 0 0 ·o 4 1 8 1 4 .. 1 

- . 
1974-76 5 0 ·o 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 10 0 5 0 

1976-78 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 10 1 2 0 

1978-80 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 10 1 5 i 

1980-82 5 0 0 0 .. . ·o . 0 0 0 3 1 8 1 3 1 
..-

.1982-84 4 2 0 0 0 0
.. 

0 0 5 0 9 2 5 0 

Total 31- 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 3 55 6 24 J 

Percent Distribution 

White/ American Asian 
Year Anglo Black Indian American Hispanic Total Minority 

1972-74 44.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 55.6% 100.0% 55.6% 

1974-76 50.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% ·100~0% 50.0% 

. -!, • 

0.0% 0.0% 18.2% 100.0% 1s.21{·1976-78 81.8% 0.0% 
., t - • 

. . -
1978-80 45.5% 0.0% • 0.0% 0.0% 54.5% 100.0% 54~. 5'% . 

1980-82 55.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 44.4%. 100.0% .4f4% •. 
t ,. - ~ 

1982-84 54.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 45.5% 100.0% 45.5% 

Total 55.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 44.3% 100.0% 44.3% • 

SOURCE: Stephen D. Hill, Mayor, Lordsburg, New Mexico 4/18183.:/ • 
•• ' 
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School District 

Introduction 

The Lordsburg School District is one of two in Hidalgo County: The other 
is the Animas district which covers the southern portion of the county. 
During the current school year the Lordsburg district repGrted a student 
enrollment of 937. 

Composition of the School Board (Table 1) 

Since 1973, Hispanics have occupied three of the five seats on the 
school board. The other two have been occupied by Anglos. The one 
exception was during the 1977-1979 tenn when Anglos held three of the 
positions. During the study period, no blacks, American Indians or 
Asian Americans have served on the school board. 

Since 1977, no women have been elected to the school board. Prior to 
1977 they occupied at least one seat on the board. In 1973 three women 
(one Anglo and two Hispani~sl served on the board. 

School Enrollment (Table.~} 

Since the 1976-77 school year, the student enrollment in the district 
has steadily declined. However, the composition of the student body has 
remained fairly stable. In the 1976-77 school year, for example, Anglos 
constituted 30.0 percent of the student enrollment, while minorities 
made up 70.0 percent. For the latest school year - 1983-1984 - the 
proportion of Anglo students attending schools in the district declined 
to 29.8 percent, while the minority enrollment increased to 70.2 
percent. Although the number of minority students - especially Hispanic 
students - have declined, their proportion of the total enrollment has 
increased. 

District Employment (Tables 3-4} 

During the 1982-1983 school year, the Lordsburg School District employed 
106 full-time employees. Of that number, 53.8 percent were Anglo, and 
46.2 percent were Hispanic. No blacks, Asian Americans or American 
Indians were employed by the district. Overall, minorities constituted 
46.2 percent of the district work force. Women made up 67.0 percent of 
the total employme~t. 

Most of the district's work force was employed in three major job areas; 
Elementary School Teachers (23), Secondary School Teachers (32}, and 
Service Workers (19). Of the 23 full-time elementary school teachers 
employed by the district, Anglos constituted 60.9 percent of the total, 
while Hispanics made up 39.1 percent. At the secondary level, Anglos
comprised 75.0 percent of the 32 teachers employed at that level. 
Hispanics on the other hand, made up 25.0 percent. In the service 
category Anglos made up 15.8 percent of the work force, while Hispanics
constituted 84.2 percent of the total. Hispanics also comprised most of 
the teacher aides (76.9t) and clerical staff (55.6}. 
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Anglos dominated the major policy and decisionmaking positions within 
the district - Officials/Administrators. Principals, and Assistant 
Principals. For example, of the six positions in these three 
classifications, five were occupied by Anglos and one was held by an 
Hispanic. 

Women were mainly employed as teachers, clerical and service workers. 
None were employed as an official, principal or assistant principal.
Anglo women made up most of the teachers in both th~ elementary and. 
secondary schools... Minority women comprised most of the-teacher aides 
and service workers in the district. 

- .. 
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Table 1 
Composition of School 
Board by Race/Ethnicity 
and Gender: 1973-1985 
Lordsburg School District 

Year 

White/
Anglo

M F 
Black 
M F 

American 
Indian 

M F 

Asian 
American 
M F 

Hispanic-
M F 

Total 
M F 

Minority
M F 

. . -
1973-75 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 3 1 2 

~ 

-
1975-77 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 4 1 2 1 

1977-79 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 5 0 2 0 

1979-81 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 5 0 3 0 

1981-83 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 5 0 3 0 

1983-85 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 5 0 3 0 

Total 12 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 3 26 4 14 3 

Percent Distribution 

wn1te American As1an 
Anglo Black Indian· American Hispanic Total Minority 

Vo~r 

1973-75 40.0% 0.0% , 0.0% 0.0% 60.0% 100.0% 60.0% 

1975-77 40.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 60.0% 100.0% 60.0% 

1977-79 60.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 40.0% 100.0% 40.0% 

1979-81 40.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 60.0% 100.0% 60.0% 

1981-83 40.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 60.0% 100.0% 60.0% 

1983-85 40.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 60.0% 100.0% 60.0% 

Total 43.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 56.7% 100.0% 56.7% 

SOURCE: Leonard J. DeLayo, Superintendent of Schools, 
Lordsburg, New Mexico. 



TABLE 2 

School Enrollment by Race,
Ethnicity and Gender - 1968-1984 

K-12 Elementary/Secondary 

School District Lordsbur2 • County •Hidalgo 

Total White/ Asian American Total 
School Year Enrollment Anglo. Black Hispanic American Indian Minority 

1968-1969, No data for Hidalgo County - 1969 Directory of Public Schools. 

1976-19772 1,305 392 l 900 12 0 913 
100.0% 30.0% 0.1' % 68.9% 0.9'1% 0.0% 110.0% 

1982-19833 966 303 0 655 8 0 663 
100.0% 31.4% 0.0% 67.8% 0.8% 0.0% I 68.6% 

011983-19844 937 279 3 648 7 0 658 
CD 

100.0% 29.8% 0.3% 69.2% 0.7% 0.0% 70.2% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Health, Education.and Welfare/Office for Civil Rights, Directory of Public 
Elementarrand SecOlidarySchools in Selected Districts. Enrollment and Staff by Racial/Ethnic 
roup, Fa l l9~S l~ M • l 

2. U.S. Department of Health, Education.and Welfare/Office for Civil Rights, Directory of 
Elementary and Secondary School Districts and Schools in Selected School Districts: School 
ear 

3. New Mexico State Department of Education. Data derived from estimates p.rovided ttirough
individual District/Chapter I applications for funding under Education Consolidation and 
Improvement Act. Information provided by the State Education Department, June 1983. 

4. Ibid. ----··-· -. ·-·-·-----·-·•------·-·---·-·"----·-· 



Table 3 Employment Profile-Full Time 
School District: Lordsburg

1982-1983 School Year 

School District Work Force • 
F F M A FM >. L E 

CLASSIFICATION 

urnc1a1s1 . . 
Administrators/Manager's 

Principals 

Assistant Principa1s1 

Elementary Teachers 

-«s
+' 
,o 

1 

3 

1 

23 
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(IJ C....,_ 
.,... en 
::5.S 
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2 
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.:it 
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Rf 
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0 
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QJ 0....,_ 

..... tn 
~2 
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13 

.:it 
u 
I'd 

co -
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0 
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0 

u..... 
C 
I'd 
C. 
IA ..... 
::c 

0 

0 

Q: 

8 

C: . n:, 
u

C .,... 
I'd s.. 

..... QJ

~i 
0 

0 

0 

0 

C: 
I'd 
UC

•.... n:, 
s.. ..... 
OJ "O 
ecc:::c-

0 

0 

0 

0 

Secondary Teachers 
Other Classroom 

Teachers 

Professionals 2 

32 

0 

5 

12 

0. 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
. 

a. 

0 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

I 3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

co 
O'I 

Teacher Aides 13 0 0 l 0 0 3 0 9 . 0 0 

Technicians 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I 

0 0 

Clerical/Secretarial 9 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 5 
' 

0 0 

Service Workers 19 0 0 8 0 0 3 0 8 . 0, 0 

Skilled Workers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ' 0 0 0 

Laborers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 106 19 0 16 0 0 38 0 33 
. 

0 0 
I onn:::i>"rl .1 nol :::iun ~unoV'in+onrlon+ n.f o..i:;.,r -.rhnols, Lordsourg, New Mex1co, tIementary-

SOURCE. Secondary Staff Information, (EE0-5), 12/9/80). 
1. Includes teaching and non-teaching principa~s. . . 
2. Incl~des guidance counselors, psychologists, librarians/consultants; other professionals. 



Employment Profile - Full TimeTable 4 School District: Lordsburg 
1982-1983 School Year 

Percent DJsJ:ri but1on 
~.~.rn ,1 r ·~trir.t Work Forr:P. 

MALE F E M A L E . 
CLASSIFICATION 

urnc1a, S/
Administrators/Managers 

..-
l'tl 
.µ 
0 
I-

100.0% 

....... 
QJ 0 
.µ,--
..... 0'I 
.cc 
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100.0% 

,::,1:. 
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0.0% 
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I'd c.. 
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0.0% 
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l'tl $... 
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0.0% 
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.,... l'tl 
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111 .,...
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l'tl s.. 

.,... QJ 

~.ff 

0.0% 

C 
l'tl 
UC 

.,... l'tl 
s... ..... 
<ll 'C

.ff ,5 

0.0% 

Principals 100.0% 66.7 0.0 33.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Assistant Principals 

Elementary Teachers 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0 

4.3 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

4.3 

0.0 

o.o 
, 
.. 

0.0 

o.o 
. 

0.0 

56.6 

0.0 

0.0 

q.o 

34.8 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

o·.o 

Secondary Teachers 100.0% 37.5 0.0 15.6 o.o 0:0 37.5 0.0 9.4 0.0 0.0 

Other Classroom 
Teachers 
Professionals 

100.0% 

100.0% 

'Q,0 

40.0 

o.o 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

f 

0.0 

O.b 

0.0 

0.0 

60.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

o.o 

0.0 

o.o 

0.0 

co ....... 

Teacher Aides 100.0% 0.0 0.0 7.7 0.0 0.0 23. 1 0.0 69.2 0.0 0.0 

Technicians 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o,o 0.0 0.0 

Clerical/Secretarial 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 44.4 0.0 55 ..q 0.0 0.0. 

Service Workers 

Skilled Workers 

100.0% 

100.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

42 .1 

0.0 

o.o 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

15.8 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 
I 

42 .1 
' 

0.0 

Q.O. 
0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Laborers 

Total 

100.0% 

100.0% 

0.0 

17.9% 

0.0 

0.0% 

. 0.0 

15 .1 % 

0.0 

0.0% 

0.0 

0.0% 

0.0 

35.9% 

0.0 

0.0% 

0..0 
. 

31.1 % 

0.0 

0.0% 

0.0 

0.0% 

SOURCE: Leonard J. DeLayo, Superintendent of Public Schools, Lordsburg, New Mexico, 
-E:t.ementa 'Et ..secondM-Y-.Staff--I11-for.ma.Uon-{~EQ,,.,5.)..r-l-2/-9/.80...... 

https://EQ,,.,5.)..r-l-2/-9/.80
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Luna County 

Introduction 

Luna County is located on the State's southern border. Historically,
cattle, cotton and sorghum have been the.mainstays of th~ ~conomy.
However, manufacturing and tourism have recently come to play·fncreasingly
important roles. Deming is the largest community and county seat. 

Population (Table 1) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 15,585 for Luna County. Of 
this total, Anglos comprised 58.2 percent of the population and 
Hispanics made up 39.5 percent. Blacks, American·Indians and Asian 
Americans comprised 1.6, 0.5, and 0.2 percent of the population, 
respectively. As Table 1 shows, the county experienced a significant
increase in population of 33.7 percent over the past decade. The 
largest component of that increase - proportionately - occurred within 
the American Indian and Asian American population. However, they made 
up less than one percent of the total. In absolute tenns, both the 
Anglo and Hispanic populations showed substantial gains. For example,
in 1970 the Census reported 5,961 Anglos living in Luna County. By 1980 
there were 9,074, for an overall increase of 52.2 percent. The Hispanic
population registered an increase of 13.0 percent of the same time 
period. As of 1980, minorities made up 41.8 percent of the county's
population. Although the minority population increased from 5,694 in 
1970 to 6,511 in 1980, its proportion of total population dropped from 
48.9 percent in 1970 to 41.8 percent in 1980. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the county as a whole in 1980 was $9,849 
which represented an increase of 52.1 percent over the 1970 median of 
$6,472. Although preliminary estimates indicate that each of the 
racial/ethnic groups experienced increases, the median income for Anglo
families was still considerably higher than that of minority families. 
The same finding is also true when we examine the mean family income. As 
of 1980, the mean income for Anglos was $15,321. For the county as 
whole, it was $13,279. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

In 1970, 26.0 percent of the county's population received incomes below 
the poverty level. For minorities, the proportion was 20.8 percent. In 
comparison, 30.9 percent of all Anglos surveyed in the 1970 Census were 
living under poverty conditions. 
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By 1980, the degree of poverty in the county declined to 22.3 percent.
However, 33.6 percent of the county's minority population were listed as 
being below the poverty level. This means that the extent of poverty 
among minorities in Luna County actually increased over the past decade. 
In contrast, the incidence of poverty among Anglos decreased to 11.9 
percent, Comparable figures for blacks, American Indians; Asian 
Americans, and Hispanics were 52.1 percent, 34.7 percent, 16.7 percent
and 32.9 percent, respectively. 

Work Force/Employment (Tables 4-6) 
- .

According to the New Mexico Employment Security Department, the total 
work force, aged 16 and over in Luna County as of 1980 was 5,125. 
Anglos comprised 62.2 percent of the total work force, and minorities 
made up 37.8 percent. Hispanics constituted the second largest 
component making up 35.7 percent of the work force. The overall 
unemployment rate for the county as a whole in 1980 was 10.0 percent.
For Anglos it was 8.8 percent. For minorities the rate of unemployment 
was 14.0 percent. Unemployment was most severe among blacks. 

The rate of unemployment among female workers was substantially higher
than for males. For example,"the unemployment rate for males in 1980 
was 8.7 percent. For females, the overall rate was 14.3 percent. For 
minority females the"l'at~ of unemployment was 17.7 percent. Black 
females had the highest unemployment rates within the work force. 

Approximately half (50.4;) of the employed work force in the county was 
concentrated in three basic industry categories: Agriculture/Mining
(11.2%), Trade (30.1%), and Educational Services (9.1%). Over half 
(55.4%) of the work force was employed in four major occupational
categories in 1980: Sales (13.4%), Administrative Support (15.2%),
Other Services (12.2%), and Precision Production, Craft and Repair 
(14.6%). 

Political Representation (Tables 7-8, Figures 1-2) 

State Elected Officials (Table 7, Figure 1)
From 1969 to the present, no minority person has been elected to serve 
as State Senator, State Representative or District Judge from Luna 
County. However, an Hispanic male served as District Attorney from 1969 
to 1976. No woman has held a State elected office from this county
during the study period. 

County Elected Officials (Table 8, Figure 2) 

During the study period, Hispanics have served as County Commissioners 
{1969-1972) and (1977-1978), County Clerk {1983-1984), Sheriff 
(1971-1974) and {1979-1982), Probate Judge {1969-1970), and Magistrate
{1971-1984). However, no blacks, American Indians or Asian Americans 
have been elected to a county office during this time period. 
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Women have served as County Commissioner (1973-1976) and (1983-1984),
County Treasurer (1969-1972} and (1977-1984), and County Assessor 
(1969-1980) and (1983-1984}. However, only one minority woman has been 
elected to county office (County Clerk 1983-1984) during the study
period. No woman has served as Probate Judge, Sheriff or Magistrate. 

Public Employment (Tables 9-10, Figure 3) 

As of 1982, the county employed a total of 60 full-time employees. Of 
that number, 66.7 percent were Anglos, and 33.3 percent were Hispanics.
No blacks, American Indians or Asian Americans were employed by the 
county. Women constituted 30 percent of the work force. 

Anglos held 50.0 percent of the Official/Administrative, 61.5 percent of 
the Technician, 83.3 percent of the Protective Service, 76.9 percent of 
the Office/Clerical, and 83.3 percent of the Skilled Craft jobs in 
county government. Minorities, on the other hand, held so.a percent of 
the Official/Administrative, 66.7 percent of the Professional, and all 
of the Service/Maintenance positions. Of the 18 women employed by the 
county, 12, or 66.7 percent, were classified as Office/Clerical and the 
rest were employed as Technicians. None were employed in the Official/ 
Administrative, Professional, Protective Service, Para-Professional, 
Skilled Craft or Service/Maintenance positions. 
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White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total Minority 

Total 

0.0% 

1980 . White/
Anglo 19.70 

1980 
Black 

1970 

1980American 
Indian 1970 

1980Asian 
American 1970 

1980 
Hispanic 

1970 

Table l91 Populatio'n 
By Race/Ethnicity 
County - Luna 

-
11970 19802 %Change 

- . -
5,961 s1. r % 9,.074 ~ 58.. 2% + 52.2% • 

--234 2.0'% 254 
; 

l .6% + 8.5% 

9 0.] % 78 o~s% +766".'7% 

10 0.] % 31 0... 2% +210."0% 

5,441 46.7 % 6,148 39.5-% + 13:0% 

5,694 48.9 % 6,511 41.8% + 14.3% 
. . 

11,655 100.0 % 15'j585 l 00.0% + 33.7% 

Percent Distribution 

20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

58.21 

51 .1 .% 

1.6"% 

2.0 % 

0.5% 

O. l % 

0.2% 

0.1 % 

39.5% 

46. 7·% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General Population
Characteristics. New Mexico. PC(l)-833. Table 34.

I ... - .. . -

2~ 198o·summary·characteristics for Governmental ·units and Standard 
Metrooolitan Statistical Areas. PHC 80-3-33, New Mexico, Table 1, 1980. 
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Table 292 Income 
Median F.ami.lr, Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970
County: Luna 

. 
19701 19802 %Change 

. . . 
'White/Anglo 

' .. $ --- $ . 11,746 . --~ -
-

•Biack ---- ---
. 

---
'American Indian --- --- ---
Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic 5,471 10,139 +85.3% 

Total $ 6,472 $ 9,849 +52. l % . 
Median Family Inco,DJe J~80 ...$9,849 1970...$ 6,472 

.I . ....\ . ; 

• Mean ·F.amily Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 

19701 19802 %Change 

White/Anglo $ --- $ 15,321 

Black --- ---
American Indian --- ---
Asian American --- --- ---

Hispanic 5,984 12,574 +101.1% 

Total $ 7,666 $ 13,279 + 73.2% 

Mean Family Income 1980...$13,279 1970...$ 7,666 
SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Corrmerce, Bureau of the Census, General 

Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico. PC{l)-C-33.
Tables 1~4, 128, and 133 (J970). . . 

2. U.S .. Oepartment of Corrmerce, .Bureau of the Census,· Supp1e-
• meotary·Report,:Advanced·Estimates·of Social Economic and 

Housing·Charatteristics. New Mexico PHC80-S2-33. Table
P-5. ~eneral Social and Economic Characteristics by Race 
Ann ~n~n;~h Orinin 1QAO .. Table P-4. Tn~nmP ~nd Povertv 

https://F.ami.lr


Table 3
93 Income 

Poverty Condition 
By Race/Ethnicity
1970/1980
County: Luna 

1970 Population Below Poverty Leve1 1 

. ·Persons Numbers Below 
Surveved Povertv Level • Pi:a~~nt 

White/Anglo 
' .. 

5,961 
. 

. 1,844 
. 

. 
. . 

30.-9% . 
. 

Black 234 --- ---
American Indian 9 --- ---
Asian American 10 --- ---
Hispanic 5,441 1,189 21.8% 

Total Minority 5,694 1,189 20.8% 
.. . 

Total 11,655 · 3,033 26.0% 

PERSONS FOR WHOM POVERTY STATUS IS DETERMINED 

ij980 P.opulation:Below· Poverty L~ve1 2 

Persons Numbers Below 
Surveyed Povert:V Leve1 Percent 

White/Anglo 7,100 843 11 .9.% 

Black 261 136 52.1% 

American Indian 75 26 34 ..'2% 

Asian American • 48 8 16.1% 

Hispanic . 6,162 2,028 32.9% 

Total Minority 6,546 2,198 33.6-% 

Total 13,646 3,041 22.3% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census~ General 
·social and·Economic Characteristicsj New Mexico PC{l)-C-33,
Tables 124, l28 and 133 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of.Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Supplementary
·Report, ·.Advanced: Estimates of Social3 • Etonomi c • and Rousing
Characteristics, New Mexico PHCBO-S2-33. Table P-5. General 
Social and Economic Characteristics by Race and Spanish Origin:
1980. Table P-4. Income and Poverty Status in 1979. 
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Table 4 
Employment Status by Race,

Ethnicity and Gender • 
1980 

County: Luna 

Race/Ethnicity/ Civilian Percent Distribution Unemployment
Gender Status Labor Force .... Employed .. Unemployed ... Labor Force .. :Employed: .. Unemployed .. . .Rate 

Tota1 Work Force 5,125 4,571 554 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 10.8% 
White/Anglo 3,189 2,907 282 62.2 63.6 50.9 8.8 ,Black 97 68 29 1.9 1.5 5.2 29.9 
Other 7 ,7 0 O. l 0.1 0.0 . 0.0 
Hispanic 1,832 1,589 243 . 

• 35.7 34.8 43.9 13.3 
Total Minority 1,936 1,664 272 37.8 36.4 49. l • 14.0 . . I 

\0.-Male TOTAL 3,243 2,957 286 63.2 64. 7. 51 ..6. 8.8 ~ - f

White/Anglo 1,945 l ,818 127 37.9 39.8 '22.9 . 6.5 
Black 63 42 21 1.2 0.9 3.8 33.3 
Other 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Hispanic 1,235 1,097 138 24 .1 24.0 . 24.9 11.2 
Total Minority 1,298 l,139 159 25.3 24.9 28.7 12.2 

Female TOTAL 1,882 1,614 268 36.7 35.3 • , 48. 5- 14.3--White/Anglo l ,244 1,089 155 24.3 23.8 28.0 12.5 
•; ..Black 34 26 8 0.7 0.6 . , 1.5·~ 23.5 

Other :7 7 0 0. 1 0.1 0.0 0.0I 

Hispanic 597 492 105 11.6 10.8 19.0' 17.6 
Total Minority 638 525 113 12 .4 11.5 • 20.5 17.7 

SOURCE: New Mexico Employment Security Department, Research and Statistics Section~·Affirinative Action 
Information/1981. L1Ana • County, Albuquerque, NM. -, 
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Table 5 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Industry ·- Luna Co.unty . ,. 

Indus;try --i:ota]. • Percent 
Agriculture, Forestry, Fisherie~, Mining 508 11.2% 
Construction 379 8.3 
Manufacturing (Durable/Non-durable goods) 268 5.9 
Transportation 227 4.9 
Conmunications and other ~ublic Utilities 219 4.8 
Trade (Wholesale/Retail) 1,367 30.1 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 240 5.3 
Business and Repair Servi•ces 109 2.4 
Personal, Entertainment and Recreation Services 252 5.5 
Educational Services 413 9.1 
Health Services 127 2.8 
Other Professional and Related Services 118 2.6 

...:-.• 

Public Administration 320 7.1 

TOTAL 4,547 100.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape.. 
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Table 6 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Occupation - Luna County 

. ~ 

Occupation Total. Percent 
Managerial/Professional Occupations 

Executive. Administrative, Managerial 433 9.5% 
Professional 397 8.7 

Technical and Related Support 62 1.4 
Sales Occupations 610 13.4 
Administrative Support, including Clerical 690 15. 2 
Service Occupations 

Private Household 46 1.0 
Protective Service 95 2. 1 
Other Service Occupations 554 12.2 
Fanning, Fo·restry, Fishing 339 7.5 
Precision Production, Craft.and Repair 662 14.6 

-_..--; .. ' Skilled/Unskilled Workers 
Machine Operators, Assemblers, Inspectors 129 

·-

2.8 
Transportation and Material Moving 234 5. 1 
Laborers 296 6.5 

TOTAL 4,547 100.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 



• State Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/Gender97 
1969-1984 
County: Luna 

Table 7 

. 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
State Sena·tor M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo - 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 
- # 

0 l 0 l 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- .- - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - . . - - - - . 

Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total .. . l e 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 . 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84State 
Representative·.. M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Analo l 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 :, n 
Black - - - - - .. ... - - - - - - - - - -· 

American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. 

Total 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
District Judges·· M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 1 . 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - -: - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1 ·o 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0Total 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84District 
Attorney··· M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hisoanic 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Ele State le 
ffic1a s, Editi_~ns l96J.-70__th_roug___ . 3~-84_._ S~cre _ary o . ateit. an_ a. e. . . 

• ,,........ _ ...L rL_,,__ -zz.:-.:-i~ ,.:~•-~ "'h""""' .,..,.n.-oconi- m111i-i-rn11ni-v tiic:;t.rict~. 



State Elected Officials98 
By Race/Ethnicity/ · I 
1969-1981 
County: Luna 

Figure 1 Percent Distribution 

State Senator o.o 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60~0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

White/Anglo .llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliillilllllllllllllllllllllmElil 
Black 0.0% 

... 
American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 

State Representative 

White/Anglo llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll-:1. . .
Black 0.0% 

-American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 

Hispanic 0.0% 

. District Judges 

White/Anglo :lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 00.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

District Attorney 

White/Anglo 50.0%lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 
~ 

50.0%1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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county E 1 ectect Uft1 c1a1s 
99 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender 

1969-1984 
County: Luna 

Table 8 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Comnissioners M F M F M F M F M F M F F M F 
White/Anglo 2 0 1 0 i 1 .2 1 1 0 3 - 9 " 3 0 2 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - -. - - - - -. - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Hispanic 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 3 0 3 0 .2 l': z· l 3 0 3 0 3 0 2 1 -

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Clerk M F M F M F M F M: F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 0 1 0 1 .0 l 0 1 0 1 . 0 1 0 1 0 0 

.;.Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 1 

County fiQ-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Treasurer M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 l 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 a 1 0 1 0 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - -··American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - -

Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1 l 0 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1Total 0 0 1 l 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Assessor M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

0 1 0 1 0 1 a 1 0 l u l I u u ITotal 
. 

SOURCE: Roster of s a f • islative· District and Count 
o icials, Ed1tions etary of State, nta e, .. 



\_;OU~'ty· Elected Officials 
100 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender

1969-1984 
County: Luna 

Table 8 (Cont.) 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Sheriff M F M F M F M F M F M F F M F 
White/Anglo l 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 , 0 Q_ 0 " 0 0 1 n# 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - ·- - - .. . - . - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 1 0 ,- 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Probate Judge M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 0 0 l 0 l ·o 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0Total 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Magistrates M F M F M F M F M F M F N F M F 

White/Anglo l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

Total l 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 

Total 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County Officials 
(l 969-1984) M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 4. 3 2 3 4' 3 5 3 3 3 4 3 5 2 4 3 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 2 0 4 0 2 0 l 0 3 0 2 0 2 0 1 1 

Total 6 3 6 3 ·6 3 6 3 6 3 6 3 7 2 5 4 

SOURCE: Roster xico tive Sta 
O ficials, Editions 1969-70 through 983-84. ecre ary o State, an a e, .. 
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County
Conrnissioner 

White/Anglo 

Black 

erican Indian 

sian American 

Hispanic 

County Clerk 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

!county Treasurer 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

• Asian American 

Hispanic 

County Assessor 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

~ounty_t1ectea.urT1c1a1s101 By Race/Ethnicity/ I 
l-969-1984 
County: Luna 

Figure 2 Percent Distribution 

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

11111111!1111111111!111111111111111111111111111:il·l 11 !1111111!1illlllilllllll1!111111111!1111111lll\lll!lllllllllllll!lllllll 79.2% 

0.0% 

• 0.0% 

0.0% 

·llllllllillllll!lllilllllllllllll 20.8% 

;lllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!llillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 87.5% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

12.5% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

:l!ll:lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllilllllllllllllllllllll 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

SOURCE: Roster of state of New Mexico, EJectiye State, Legislative, District and
County Officials. Editions 1969-70 through 1983-84. ,Secretary of State, 



102 By Race/ttnn1c1ty/•
1969-1984 

I' 

County: Luna . 
Figur~ 2 (Cont.) Percent Distribution 

Sheriff 0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

White/Anglo !l;illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 50.0% 

0.0%Black 
' ..

American Indian ·0.0% 

0.0%Asian American 

Hispanic 11111111111111111:::111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 SO.Of 

Probate Judge 

White/Anglo 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 87.5% 

Black 0.0%· 
- ..

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 12. 5% 

~1agistrates 

White/Ang1o 12.5% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 87.5% 

Total County Offic:ials (1969-1984) 

White/Anglo 75.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic illlll,:!l;llll:!:llllilllllllll!IIIIIII 25.0% 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Elective State$ legislative, District and 
County Officials. Editions l969-70 through 19 3-84. Sec~etary of State, 
f"!'.ln-.-... ~ ... I.I-a., lA-.,..:--
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Table 9 
County Work Force 
1982. 
County: Luna 
Fuil-time Employees 

MALE .. 
. 

' ·_ .f E M A L E 

Occupational Group 
* 
«:I -+> 
~ 

...... 
CU 0 
+;>,-
.... 0) 
.C C 
:S<C 

u. C 
n:, 

C u -.:,t. n:, c-u Q. ca s.. 
n:, en 

- CLI 
ca - ~J:c -

C 
n, 
UC 
-a s..-cu "O

J.S 

. . 
...... 

CU 0 
+;>,-,,- en 
.C C 
::3<C 

.:,t. 
u 
ca-,-
co 

u-
C -ca 
ca. 
CA-:c 

C 
«:I u c,,-

ca -s.. 
- a, 
~~ 

C 
«:I u C: 

- IIISs..-cu "Cl
E c: 
<C-

Official/
Administrators 2 l 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

. 

Professional 3 l 0 2 0 0 • 0" 0 0 0 0 

Technician 13 5 0 2 0 0 3 0 3 0 O· 

Protective Service 12 10 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Para-Professional 0 0 0 0 0 a a 0 a a 0 

.. 

Office/Clerical 13 l 0 0 0 0 9 0 3 0 0 

Skilled Craft 12 10 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Service/Maintenance 5 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total -60 28 0 14 0 0 12 0 6 a . 0 

SOURCE: Juanita·L. Bufllngton~~County-Manager, Luna County, State and Local 
Government Information, (EE0-4). 
Note: Data does not include school systems and educational institutions. 

*Includes only full-time employees. 



,I.V"T 1982 
County: Luna 

Percent DistributionTable 10 

MALE FEMALE 
u C C u C C 

co co ,0 co ...... -C U C ...... - u UCu C:coa, 0 ~ . c- a, 0 ~ Cl c-
CJ u C. .a $.. - co +,)- CL co s.. - co 

Cl,J S,.. -.... a, "'C -+,) 
+'-

U) cu,:, -~ -Occupational Group -en co .... - en -in a,e 
• S-

0 .c C: en E eC .C C 
c:(<(t- 3< -co :c c:c- 3< -t::O -::c- << l.5 

. . . .Official/. -
Administrators 100% ·50.0% 0.0% 50.0% o:ox 0.0% a.a~ 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% o.m 

• --

Professional 100% 33.3 a.a 66.7 0.0 0.0 a.a a.a 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Technician 100% 38.4. 0.0 15.4 •0.0 0.0 23. 1 a.a 23 .1 0.0 0.0 

Protective Service 100% 83.3 a.a 16.7 0.0 a.a a.a a.a 0.0 0.0 0.0 

. 
Para-Professional 100% 0.0 -().0" 

.. 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 a.a 0.0 0.0 

.-
Office/Clerical 100% 7.7 0.0 a.a· 0.0 a.a 69.2 a.a 23. 1 0.0 0.0 

Skilled Craft 100% ·83.3 0.0 16.7 0.0 a.a a.a·· a.a 0.0- 0.0 0.0 

Service/Mai·n.tenance 100% a.a a.a 100.0 a.a 0.0 0.0 a.a 0.0 a.a a.a 

Total 100% 46. 7% 0.0% 23.31 0.0% 0.0% 20.m 0.0% 10.0% 0. 0"/4 . 0.0% 

'1111111111111111111111111\II: LD3I • 
66.7!11111111111111111111 

echnician 

Protective Service 

Para-Professional 

,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 76.9% iillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
killed Craft ·83.3%lllllllllllllllllllll!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII . 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

ervice/Maihtenance .• -
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllEma.111111111111111111111111111111111111111 D1BR0 



DEMING 
MUNICIPAL PROFILE 

DEMOGRAPHIC 
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City of Deming 

Introduction 

Deming 1s located in the southwestern section of the county._~ It is the 
16th largest city in the State and the largest in the county. The city of 
Deming is also the county seat. 

Population (Table 1) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 9,964 persons living in the 
city of Deming. Of this number, Anglos constituted 47.0 percent of the 
population, while Hispanics comprised 50.0 percent. Blacks, American 
Indi~ns and Asian Americans made up 2.3 percent, 0.4 percent and 0.2 
percent, respectively. As Table 1 shows, the city experienced an 
overall growth in population of 19.3 percent during the past decade. 
During that time period, both the Anglo and minority population
increased. However, the proportion of Anglos in the population
increased from 44.0 percent in 1979 to 47.0 percent in 1980. Conversely,
the minority proportion decreased from 56.0 percent in 1970 to 53.0 
percent in 1980. The Anglo population also experienced a higher growth 
rate. Over the past ten years, the rate of increase for the Anglo
population was 28.0 percent, while the rate of increase for the minority
population was 13.4 percent. 

Income (Table 2} 

The median family income for the city as a whole was $11,409 in 1980, 
which was significantly above the median for the county. This figure
also represents a substantial increase over the 1970 median of $6,404. 
It should be noted, however, that income data for the city in both the 
1970 and 1980 Census was very limited due to its small population size. 
Preliminary estimates based on available census information indicate 
that all of the population groups experienced some increase in both 
their median and mean family incomes. Precise data is not yet available 
on the magnitude of those changes. 

Poverty Conditions {Table 3) 

On the basis of 1980 Census data, 24.0 percent of those surveyed in 
Deming received incomes below the defined poverty level. However, the 
incidence of poverty among minorities in this city was considerably
higher than that for the total population. For example, 32.5 percent of 
the total minority population was below the poverty level. In contrast 
14.2 percent of the Anglo population was below this level. Comparable 
figures for blacks, American Indians, Asian Americans, and Hispanics 
were 51.7 percent, 13.7 percent, 22.2 percent, and 31.9 percent,
respectively. 

105 
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Political Representation (Table 4) 

Since 1976, there has not been more than one minority person on the city
council during any tenn of office. No blacks, American Indians, or 
Asian Americans have served on the council during the study period (1972 
- present). Since 1974, there has been one woman on the..c-0uncil during
each tenn. In every case, the person was Anglo. 

Public Employment {Tables 5-6, Figure 1) 

As of 1982, the city of Deming employed 121 full-time workers. Of that 
number, 29.8 percent were Anglo, 69.4 percent were Hispanic, and 0.8 
percent were Asian American. No blacks or American Indians were 
employed by the city. Overall, minorities made up 70.2 percent of the 
city's full-time work force. Women, on the other hand, constituted 15.7 
percent of the total. 

Anglos held half of all the Official/Administrative positions, 66.7 
percent of the Professional and Technician jobs, and 48.3 percent of the 
Protective Service jobs. Minori~ies occupied 71.4 percent of the 
Office/Clerical jobs, 89.5 percent of the Skilled Craft, and 94.3 
percent of all the Service/Maintenance jobs. Of the 19 women employed
by the city, 14, or 73.7 percent were classified as Office/Clerical
workers, and two or 10.5 percent held professional occupations. Women 
also occupied two of the 12 Official/Administrative jobs. Both were 
Anglos. 
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107 Population

By Race/Ethnicity
City: Deming 

- # 

19701 1980 2 %Change 

White/Anglo 3,659 44.0.% 4,68·3 -47 .O'.f + 28.0% 

. -Black 221 - 2.7 % 230 2.3% + 4.1% 

American Indian 4 0.4- % 43 0.4% +9"75.0% 

Asian American 9 O.J % 24 0.2% +166.11% 

Hispanic 4,425 53.2 % 4,984 ~o.·0% + 12.6% 

Total Minority -4,659 56 ...o .% 5,281 ·"63.0% + 11.-itt; 

Total 8,318 100.0% ·9,16~ 100.0% + 19.6% 

60.0% 80.01 100.0% 

White/
Anglo 

1980 

1970 

47.0% 

44.0% 

1980 
Black 

1970 2.7% 

American 1980 0.4% 
Indian 1970 0.1 % 

Asian 1980 0.2% 
American 1970 0.1% 

1980 50.0% 
Hispanic 

1970 53.2% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General·Population
Characteristics PC{l)-B33. New Mexico, Table 27 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of Conmerce, Bureau of the Census, Sommar 
· • • vernm n·ts and Standard Metr 1itan 

ex1co, ab e 1980 
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Table 2 
Income . 
Median fami-ly. Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970
City: Deming 

-
19701 1980*2 %Change 

- -
White/Anglo --- --- ---

- -
Black ---- --- ---
American Indian --- --- ---
Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total $ 6,404 $11,409 + 78.2% 

Median Family Income 1980 •..$ 11,409 1970...$ 6,404 

*Estimates are based on sample. 

No other income data currently available. 

Mean Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 

1970 1 1980 2 %Change 

White/Anglo --- --- ---

Black --- --- ---
American Indian --- --- ---

Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic --- --- ---

Total $ 7,486 --- ---
Mean Family Income 1980 ...$ 1970... $ Z,486 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General 
Social and Economic Characteristics,_New Mexico PC(l}-C-33
New Mexico. Table~no (1970). • ---

2. U.S. Department of Conunerce, Bureau of the Census, Supple­
mentary Report, Advanced Estimates of Social, Economic and 
HousinT Characteristics, New Mexico. PHC80-S2-33. Table P[
Genera , Social and Economic Characteristics By Race and 
r----.:-1.. n-.:-.:.. T~hlo DA Tnrnmo ~nrl Dnuo...+u c:+ .. +11C'. ;n 1Q7Q 
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Table 3 
Income# 
Poverty Condition 
~y.Race/Ethnicit~
1980 
City: _~eming 

1980 Population Below Poverty level 

Persons Number Below 
Surveved Poverty level Percent 

White/Anglo 4,572 647 -14. 2% 
. . 

Black 234 121 51. 7% 

American Indian 51 
~ 

7 13.7% 

Asian American 36 8 22.2% 

Hispanic 4,998 1,592 31.9% 

Total Minority 5,319 1,728 32.5% 

Total 9.891 2,375 24.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of-New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
SUMRYLVL 27 County/Area. Deming, New Mexico. 
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Municipal Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/Gender
1972-1984 
City: Deming 
City Council/CoD1Dission 

V,:,:.r 

1972-74 

1974-76 

1976-78 

1978-80 

1980-82 

1982-84 

Total • 

Year 

1972-74 

1974-76 

1976-78 

1978-80 

1980-82 

1982-84 

Total 

White/
Anglo 
M F 

Black 
M F 

American 
Indian 
M F 

Asian 
American 
M F 

Hi span i.e. 
F.M 

Total 
M F . 

Minority 
M F 

- . 
3 o 0 0 0 o o 0 2 0 5 o 2 0 

- . . 
2 1 ·o o 0 0 0 0 3 o 5 1 3 0 

3 1 o 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

. 
3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 1 1 O· 

3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

18 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 27 5 9 0 

Percent Distribution 

White/
Anglo Black 

American 
Indian 

Asian 
American Hispanic Total Minority 

60.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 40.0% • 100.0% 40.0% 

50.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 100.0% 50.0% 

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% •100.0% 
/";. 

20.0% 

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% ·20·.0% 

83.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 16.7% 100.0% 16.7% 
.. 

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% 

71.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 28. l % 100.0% 28.1% 

SOURCE: Lloyd Pratz, Mayor, City of De~ing~ 
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Table 5 
Municipal Work Force 
1982/City: Demi.ng 

Full-time Employees 

. 
.. MAL E - F E M A L E 

.u ,·S:: C f,J ·C: C - •r- . . ft:S ft:S : . - n:, ....... C: u UC ,: -C ·u Be· 
(1J 0 .'.;)I. .·n:s c- ..... ft:S '(1J 0 ·~ . ft:S c- -n:s-Its +> ,- .·,u Q. ft:S s.. s.. •r- +,).,- u Q. ft:S s.. s--:u, .,... (1JOccupational Group +> ..-.DI m (1J "C •r-· 0, .. ft:S fl) (lJ -0 

·o ,... ,•r- Ill E Ee .c C: .- ,- - (1J Ee:
I- ~~ .tel ,::c: c::( c::( cc- 3 c::( .. co -:::c: ~~ c;:c ..... 

Official/
Administrative 12 4 0 6 0 ·o 2 0 0 0 0 

. ,.Professional 9 5 .o 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 

... . 
Technician 3 2 0 0 0 o. 0 0 1 0 0 .- .. 
Protective Service 29 14 0 15 • 0 0 0 0 0 ·O 0 

Para-Professional 0 0 o· 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Office/Clerical 14 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 9 1 0 

. Skilled Craft 19 2 0 17 0 0 0 0 o· 0 0 

Setyice/Maintenance 35 2 0 33 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 121 29 0 73 0 0 7 0 11 1 0 

------ --·· ----------- ----~- •--·--··-··~--~ -

SOURCE: • John Strand, Administrator, City of Deming,· State and loca 1 Government 
•Information (EE0~1J.. • • .. _____ .. ---



Table 6 
112 Municipal Work force 

1982/City: Deming 

Percent Distribution 

Ma 1 e F e m a 1 El 
'-' C: u C: s:::

C'CS Its IO IO........ -C u 
C: 

UC ........ C UC,..... 0a, 0 .:.!. It! c- .,.. ff:! a, 0 .:.!. -ta C.,.. -C'CSn:, ...,,..... u n:, s.. .,... ...,,..... .w C'CS..., 0.. s.. 0.. s.. 
.,.. 0)Occupational Group .,.. c,, ff:! ell .,.. c:u c:u "'O s..a, -i:,-ta ell0 .C C ,..... - a,CIIE EC e E.C C - e11 c:I- ::3: c::c cc -- c::c c( ci:::- :!: c::c -CC! ::r: C::C< ci:::-

. .Official/
Administrative 100.0% 33.3% 0.0% 50.0~ 0.0% 0.0% 16.7' 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

. - . 
Professional 100.0% 55.6 o.o 22.2 0.0 a.a 11.1 o.o 11.1 a.a 0.0 

Technician 100.0% 66.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o 33.3 0.0 0.0 
. 

Protective Service 100.0% 
.. 48.3 0.0 51.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Para-Professional 100.0% 0.0 o.o 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Office/Clerical 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 28.6 0.0 64.3 7. l 0.0 

Skilled Craft 100.0% 10.5 0.0 89.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Service/Maintenance 100.0% 5.7 0.0 94.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total 100..0% 24.0% 0.0% 60.3% 0.0% 0.0% 5.8'. 0.0% 9. l % 0.8% 0.0% 

I White/Anglo Figure 1Minority 
0.0 10.0 20.0 30 0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 

fficial/ 1llllllllllllllllllil!lill!!!I .:111111111111111111111111111111Administrati've 

echnician 

Protective Service 

Para-P,rofessional 

ffice/Clerical llllllllllllll IDBI 
10.5% -

ervice/Maintenance .• .. : - • 

Total -City 
"~-·~,-.&..: __ lllllllllllllllllilllll1IIIEEllillllllllllllllllllllllllll lmD 
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School District 

Introduction 

The Deming school district encompasses the·entire county .. During the 
current school year, the district reported a student enrollment of 3,498. 

Composition of the School Board (Table 1) 

From 1973 to 1981, one Hispanic male served on the schooJ.board. In 
1981, the number of Hispanics increased to three. All were male. From 
1973 to 1983, there has at all times been one woman on the school board. 
All have been Anglo. No blacks, American Indians or Asian Americans 
have been elected during the study period. • • 

*While three of the five school board members from 1981 to 1983 were 
Hispanic, all five members were recalltd in a special election held in 
August 1983. 

School Enrollment (Table 2) 

Since the 1968-69 school year, the student enrollment in the district 
has remained stable. However, the composition of the student body has 
changed. In the 1968-69 school year, for example, Anglos constituted 
47.0 percent of the student enrollment, while minorities made up 53.0 
percent. For the latest school year - 1983-84 - the proportion of Anglo
students attending schools in the district declined to 40.8 percent,
while the minority enrollment increased to 59.2 percent. The greatest
increase occurred among Hispanic students. In 1968 they made up 49.8 
percent of the enrollment. By 1983, they constituted 56.9 percent of 
the total student population. During this same time period, the number 
of black students declined from 121 in 1968 to 79 in 1983. Asian 
Americans and American Indians throughout the study period have 
comprised only a very small portion of the student population in the 
district. 

District Employment (Tables 3-4) 

During the 1982-83 school year, the Deming school district employed 313 
full-time employees. Of that number, 64.2 percent were Anglos, 0.3 
percent were blacks, and 35.5 percent were Hispanics. No Asian 
Americans or American Indians were employed by the district. Overall, 
minorities constituted 35.8 percent of the district's work force. Women 
made up 67.1 percent of the total employment. 
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Most of the district work force was employed in three major job areas: 
Elementary School Teachers (83), Secondary School Teachers (70), and 
Service Workers (41). Of the 83 full-time elementary school teachers 
employed by the district, Anglos constituted 75.9 percent of the total, 
while minorities made up 24.1 percent. At the secondary level, Anglos
comprised 81.4 percent of the 70 teachers employed at that level. 
Minorities, on the other hand, made up 18.6 percent. In-the service 
worker category, Anglos comprised 48.8 percent of the total work force, 
while minorities made up 51.2 percent. In the teacheP atde category,
minorities constituted 62.2 percent of the work force. Minorities also 
comprised most of the employees in the skilled worker and laborer 
categories. • -

Anglos and Hispanics shared the major policy and decisionmaking
classifications within the district - Officials/Administrators/Managers,
Principals and Assistant Principals. For example,· of the five persons
classified as officials, administrators and managers, three were Anglo
and two were Hispanic. Of the 12 principals and assistant principals in 
the district, seven were Anglo and five were Hispanics. 

Women comprised over half of all the designated officials and admin­
istrators in the district. However, of the 12 principals and assistant 
principal positions in the district, only one was occupied by a woman. 
Almost half of the district's female work force was concentrated in the 
elementary and secondary school teaching categories. The third largest 
category was teacher aides. Anglo women held most of the teaching
positions in the district, while minority women were mainly employed as 
teacher aides and clerical staff. 
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Table 1 
Composition of School 
Board by Race/Ethnicity
and Gender: 1973-1985 

Year 

1973-75 

1975-77 

1977-79 

1979-81 

1981-83 

1983-85 

Total 

vo~r 

1973-75 

1975-77 

1977-79 

1979-81 

1981-83 

1983-85 

Total 

Deming School District 

White/
Anglo

M F 
Black 
M F 

American 
Indian 

M F 

Asian 
American 
M F 

Hispanic# 
M F 

Total 
M F 

Minority
M F 

- . 
3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

--
3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

3 ·1 0 0 0 0 ·O 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 l 1 0 . 
1 1 ' 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 4 1 3 o· 

l 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 4 1 3 0 

14 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 24 6 10 0 

Percent Distribution 

wnite Amer1can Asian 
Anglo Black Indian• American Hispanic Total Minority 

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% 

. 
80.0 o.o 0.0 0.0 20.0 100.0% 20.0 

80.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 20.0 100.0% 20.0 

80.-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 100.0% 20.0 

40.0 o.o o.o 0.0 60.0 100.0% 60.0 

40.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 60.0 100.0% 60.0 

6.6. 7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3$.3% 100.0% 33.3% 

SOURCE: Superintendent of Schools, Deming Public Schools, Deming,
New Mexico. • 



TABLE 2 

School Enrollment by Race,
Ethnicity and Gender - 1968-1984 

K-12 Elementary/Secondary 

Deming LunaSchool District County 

Total White/ Asian American Total 
School Year Enrollment Anglo- Black Hispanic American Indian Minority 

196a-1959T 3,836 1,804 121 1,911 0 0 2,032 
100.0% 47.0% 3.2% 49.8% 0.0% 0.0% 53.0% 

1976-19772 3,624 1,504 .77 2,036 4 3 2,120 
100.0% 41.5% 2.1% 56.2% 0.1 % 0.1 % 58.5% 

I1982-19833 3,400 1,402 60 1,937 1 0 1,998
100.0% 41.2% 1.8% 57.0% 0.0% 0.0% 58.8% .... .... 

en1983-19844 
3,498 1,428 79 1,989 2 0 2,070
100.0% 40.8% 2.3% 56.9% 0.1 % 0.0% • 59.2% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare/Office for Civil Rights, Directory of Public 
Elementarl and Secondary· Schools in Selected Districts. ·EnrOllment·and Staff by Racial/Ethnic
Groue, Fa 1 1968 (New Mexico). 

2. U.S. Department of Health, Education.and Welfare/Office for.Civfl Rights,·oirectory of 
Elementary and Secondari School Districts and·Schools in·selected School Districts: School 
Vear 1976-1977, Vol. II. . . 

' 
3. New Mexico State Department of Education. Data derived from estimates provided through

individual District/Chapter I applications for funding under Education Consolidatiori and 
Improvement Act. Information provided by the State Education Department, June 1983. 

4. Ibid. 



Table 3 Employment Profile-Full Time 
School District: Deming 

1982-1983 School Year 

M \ L F' 

School District Work Force 
F F M A F' 

CLASSIFICATION 

UTTlClalS7 · . 
Administrators/Manager's 

-.B 
.o 

5 

QJ 0' +>r-.,.. en 
:f:5 

1 

~ 
u 
R1 

':':'. 
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u.,.. 
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ltS 
0.. 
en 
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ltS s.. 

.,.. GJ 
11 § 
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.,.. ltS s.. .,.. 
GJ -0
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QJ 0' +>r-.,.. en 
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2 

.¥ u 
ltS 
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0 

u.,.. 
C: 
ltS 
0.. 
en .,..
:c 

1 

C 
ltS u

C .,.. 
ltS S,.. 

.,.. GJ 

~~ 

0 

C 
ltS 
UC 

.,.. ltS 
S,.. .,.. 

J:S 
0 

Principals 

Assistant Principals1 
8 

4 

6 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Elementary Teachers 83 7 0 4 0 0 56 0 16 0 0 

Secondary Teachers 

Other Classroom 
Teachers 

70 

16 

32 

4 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 

7 

0 

1 

I 3 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 
..... ..... ..... 

Professionals 2 l7 2 0 2 0 0 10 0 3 0 0 

Teacher Aides 37 2 0 0 0 0 12 0 23 0 0 

Technicians 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Clerical/Secretarial 20 0 0 0 0 ·o 10 0 10 0 0 

Service Workers 

Skilled Workers 

41 

6 

5 

1 

0 

0 

11 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

1 

0 

0 

10 

I 

0 

0, 
\ 

0 

0 

0 

Laborers 6 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 313 63 0 40 0 0 138 1 71 0 0 

Superintendent of Schools, Deming Public Schools, Deming, New Mexico, October 1982 . .SOURCE: 
EJeroeotacy-Secoorlary Staff Jnfnrmatipn lEE0-.5), -----------------------
1. Includes teaching and non-teachlng princfpal-s. . 
2. Includ~s guidance couns~lors, psychologists, librarians/consultants,'othe~ professionals. 



Employment Profile - Full TimeTable 4 School District: Deming 
1982-1983 School Year 

Percent Distribution 
~,.-hn"1 D • !.trict Work Fore~ 

MALE F E M A L E . 
CLASSIFICATION 

urnc,a I s1 
Administrators/Managers 

Principals 

Assistant Principals 

-RS...., 
0 
I-

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

...... 
CIJ 0....,_ 

.... C'I 

..C: C 
3c:C 

20.0% 

75.0 

25.0 

.M 
u 
RS 

co -
0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

u.... 
C 
IQ 
C. 
Cl)..... 
::c 

20.0% 

25.0 

50.0 

C 
IQ 
uc•.-

RS S.. 
.... Cl.I 

~~ 

0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 
I 

C 
IQ 
UC 

.... «J s.. .... 
Cl.I -0 ~.s 
0.0% 

0.0 

o.o 

...... 

.CIJ 0....,_ 

.... c:n 

..C: C 
3c:C 

40.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

.M 
u 
ltS-co 

0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

u.... 
C 

"' C. 
C/1-::c 

20.0% 

0.0 

25.0 

C 
«J 
u 

C•r-
«J s.. 

~.I 
0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

C 
cu 
UC 

- cus.. .... 
CIJ -0 

Ji! .s 
0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

Elementary Teachers 100.0% 8.4 0.0 4.8 o.o : a.a , 67.5 0.0 19.3 0.0 o.·o 

Secondary Teachers 

Other Classroom 
Teachers 
Professionals 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

45.7 

25.0 

11.8 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

14.3 

0.0 

11.8 

o.o 

0.0 

0.0 

o:o 

0.0 

0.0 

35.7 

43.8 

58.8 

0.0 

6.2 

0.0 

I 4.3 

25.0 

17 .6 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

... ... 
0 

Teacher Aides 100.0% 5.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 32.4 0.0 62.. 2 0.0 o.o 

Technicians 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 0.0 

Clerical/Secretarial 

Service Workers 

100.0% 

100.0% 

0.0 

12.2 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

26.8 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

50.0 

36.6 

0.0 . 

o.o 
50.·0 . 
24.~ 

0.0 

0.0 
I 

0.0 . 
0.0 

Ski 11 ed Workers 100.0% 16.7 0.0 66.6 0.0 0.0 16. 7 0.0 o.o 0.0 0.0 

Laborers 100.0% 33.4 0.0 66.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total 100.0%. 20.1 % 0.0% 12.8% 0.0% 0.0% 44.1 % 0.3% 22.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

SOURCE: Superintendent of Schools, Deming Public Schools, Deming, New Mexico, October 1982,
--·-:Elementan·-Ses,6fltlary Staff--lnforma-t+oo--fEf0-5-}.-----------~---- ------ -----· 



OTERO 
COUNTY PROFILE 

DEMOGRAPHIC 
POLITICAL REPRESENTATION 
EMPLOYMENT 



Otero County 

Introduction 

Otero County, located in the south central portion of the St~te, is New 
Mexico's second largest county in tenns of land area. The-Federal 
Government plays a major role in the county's economy through expenditures
connected with the operation of White Sands Missile Range, Holloman Air 
Force Base, and to a,l.esser extent, the Mesca~ero-Reservation and Lincoln 
National Forest. Alamogordo is the largest community and co~pty seat. 

Population (Table 1) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 44,665 for Otero County. Of 
this total, Anglos comprised nearly 68 percent of the population and 
Hispanics made up almost 22 percent. Blacks, American Indians and Asian 
Americans comprised 4.8, 4.8, and 1.1 percent of the population,
respectively. As Table 1 shows, the county experienced a modest 
increase in population of 9.2 percent over the past decade. The largest 
component of that increase - proportionately - occurred within the Asian 
American population. Ho\lilever, ·in absolute tenns, the Anglo population
experienced the greatest overall increase. For example, in 1970, 
27,546 Anglos lived~n -the county. In 1980, the Anglo population was 
30,134 for a net gain of 2,588. The Hispanic population, in contrast, 
declined slightly over the past ten years. As of 1980, minorities made 
up nearly one-third of the county's population. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the county as a whole in 1980 was $13,416, 
which represented a significant increase over the 1970 median of $8,117. 
Although each of the racial/ethnic groups experienced increases, the 
median income for Anglo families in the county was still considerably
higher than that of minority families. The same is true with regard to 
the mean or average family income. As of 1980, the mean family income 
for Anglos was $17,771. For the county as a whole it was $15,802. In 
contrast, the mean family income for blacks, American Indians and 
Hispanics was $13,279, $13,376, and $14,079, respectively. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

In 1970, slightly over 14 percent of the county's population had 
received incomes below the poverty level. For minorities, the 
proportion was slightly higher. However, over 27 percent of all blacks 
surveyed were below the poverty level. In contrast, 14.4 percent of all 
surveyed Anglos and 19.1 percent of all Hispanics were living undeF 
poverty conditions. 
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By 1980, the extent of poverty in the county had decreased to 13.6 
percent. However, near.ly one-fourth of all the county's minority
population were below the poverty level. This represented an increase 
over the 1970 figures. In contrast, the degree of poverty among Anglos
declined to about eight percent. Comparable figures for blacks, 
American Indians, Asian Americans, ~nd Hispanics were 24..9 percent, 33.5 
percent, 15.1 percent and 22.8 percent~ respectively. - • 

Work Force/Employment {Tables 4-6} -

According to the New Mexico Employment Security Department 1 the total 
work force, aged 16 years and over, in Otero County as of 1980 was 
13,030. Anglos comprised slightly over 74 percent of the total and 
minorities made up about 26 percent of the work force. Hispanics
constituted the second largest component making up nearly 21 percent of 
the total. The overall unemployment rate for the county, as a whole, in 
1980, was 7.1 percent. For Anglos, it was 6.8 percent. For minorities, 
as a group, it was 8.0 percent. Unemployment was most acute among
blacks, American Indians and Asian Americans. 

Unemployment among female wor~ers was slightly higher than for males. 
For males, the overall unem~foyment rate in 1980 was 8.5 percent; for 
females - who comprised over 37 percent of the labor force in the county 
- it was 9.9 percent: Unemployment.rates for minority females was 10.5 
percent. In both instances, the unemployment rates for Hispanics - men 
and women - were slightly lower than that for Anglo men and women. 

Nearly half {49.2%} of the employed work force in the county was 
concentrated in three basic industry categories - Trade {22.8t},
Educational Services {10.8%}, and Public Administration {15.6%}. Almost 
two-thirds of the work force was employed in four major occupational
categories: Managerial/Professional (23.3%), Administrative Support
{14.1%}, Other Services (13.3t}, and Precision Production, Craft and 
Repair {13.8$}. The presence of the White Sands Missile Range and 
Holloman Air Force Base account for the the large concentration of 
workers in these categories. 

Political Representation (Tables 7-8, Figures 1-2) 

State Elected Officials {Table 7, Figure 1)
With the exception of one Anglo woman who served as State Representative
in 1969-1970, no minorities or women from Otero County have served as 
State Senator, State Representative, District Judge or District Attorney
during the study period. 

County Elected Officials (Table 8, Figure 2)
No minority person has served as County Commissioner or Sheriff from 
1969 to the present. However, Hispanics have been elected to serve as 
County Clerk, County Treasurer, County Assessor, Probate Judge, and 
Magistrate during this period. No blacks, American Indians or Asian 
Americans have been elected to a county office during the same time 
period. 



121 

Women have served as County Clerk, County Treasurer, County Assessor, 
and Probate Judge during the study period. However, no woman has served 
as County Comissioner, Sheriff, or Magistrate since 1969. 

Public Employment {Tables 9-10, Figure 3) 

As of 1982, the county employed a total of 82 full-time employees. Of 
that number, slightly over 62 percent were Anglo, 3.7 percent were 
black, and 34.1 percent were Hispantc. No Asian Americans or American 
Indians were employed by the county. Women comprised 39.0 percent of 
the work force. 

Anglos occupied 66.6 percent of all the Official/Administrative
positions, 50.0 percent of the Technician jobs, nearly 76.5 percent of 
the Protective Service jobs, and 80.0 percent of the Skilled Craft 
positions. Minorities were mainly employed in Technicians (50.0%),
Office/Clerical (55.0i), and Service/Maintenance (46.1%) type positions.
Of the 32 women employed by the county, 19, or 59.4 percent were 
classified as Office/Clerical. However, women occupied 33.3 percent of 
all the Official/Administrative positions, and nearly 38 percent of all 
the Technician jobs. None were employed in the Skilled Craft category. 
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White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total Minority 

Total 

0.0% 

1980White/
Anglo ,1970 

1980 
Black 

1970 

1980American 
Indian 1970 

1980Asian 
American 1970 

1980 
Hispanic 

1970 

Tab1e 1
122 Population 

By Race/Ethnicity 
County - Otero 

- ,_
11970 19802 %Change 

. . 
27,546 67.4% 30_, 134 . 67.5% + -9.4% • 

. -
•1 ,8so • 4.5% 2,162 4.8% + 16.9% 

1,620 3.9% 2,157 4.8% + 33.2% 

158 0.4% ,. 1% •499 +215.8% 

9,730 23.8% 9,713 21.8% - 0.2% 

13,358 32.6% 14,531 32.5% + 8.8% 
... . 

40,904 100.0% 44,665 100.0% + 9.2% 

Percent Distribution 

20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 

67.5% 

67.4 

4.5% 

4.8% 

3.9% 

1.1% 

0.4% 

21.8% 

23.8% 

100.0% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Cormnerce, Bureau of the Census, General Population 
Characteristics. New Mexico. Pql )-B33. Table 34. .. ... 

2. 19so·summary Characteristics for Governmental ·units·and Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas. PHC 80-3-33, New Mexico, Table 1, 1980. 
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Table 2 
123 Income 

Medi an F.ami,lr, Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970
County: Otero 

19701 19802 
- ,-

%Change 

·white/Anglo --- $ 15,332 - . ---
Black • 6,065 12,528 i+l 06. 5% 

'American Indian --- 11,833 ---
. 

Asian American --- --- ---

Hispanic 7.341 12.357 + 68.3~ 

Total $ 8,117 $ 13,416 --t- 65.3% 

Median Family Income 1980...$13,416 1970... $ 8 , 117 

Heart ·family Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 

• I . t. ·, 

19701 19802 %Change 

White/Anglo --- $ 17,771 ---
Black 5,989 13,279 +121.75% 

American Indian --- 13,376 ---
Asian American --- --- ---

Hispanic 7,533 14,079 + 86.9% 

Total $ 9,082 $ 15,802 + 73. 9% 

Mean Family Income 1980.. ,$15,802 1970...$ 9,082 
SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General 

social and Economic·characteristics 2 New Mexico. PC(l)-C-33.
Tables 124, 128, and 133 (1970). . . . . . 

2. U.S. Depa·rtment of Commerce,. Bureau of the Census~ Supple-
•·meotary·Report,~Advanced·Estimates·of social Economic and 
•·Rousing·characteristics. New Mexico PHCSO-S2-33. Ta6te

P-5. 0eneral Social and Economic Characteristics by Race 
and Spanish Origin, 1980., Table P-4, Income and Poverty
Status fo 1979. 
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Table 3
124 

Income 
Poverty Condition 
By Race/Ethnicity
1970/1980
County: Otero 

1970 Population Below Poverty Leve1 1 

-Persons Numbers Below 
Surveved Povertv level · Percent 

- - . 
White/Anglo 27,546 3,971 14.4% 

-
Black • 1,850 sos 27.3% 

American Indian 1,620 --- ---
Asian American 158 --- ---
Hispanic 9,730 1,860 19.1% 

Total Minority 13,358 2,365 • 17. 7% 

Total 40,904 5,831 14.3% 

PERSONS FOR WHOM POVERTY.STATUS IS DETERMINED 

a980 RopulationiBelow_- Poverty L~vel 2 

Persons Numbers Below 
Surveyed Poverty level . Percent 

White/Anglo 25,839 1,956 7.6% 

Black 1,931 480 24.9% 

American Indian 2,180 731 33.5% 

Asian American • 630 95 15.1% 

Hispanic 9,553 2,178 22.8% 

Total Minority 14,294 3,484 24.4% 

Total 40,133 5,440 13.6% 

SOURCE: l. U.S. Department.of Corrmerce, Bureau of the Census~·General 
···social and Economic Characteristicst·New Mexico PC(l)-C-33,

Tables 124, l28 and 133 0970).
2. U.S. Department of Corrmerce, Bureau of the Census, Supplementary

·Re ort, Advanced:Estimates of Social· ·Economic·and Rausin 
aracter1st1cs 1 New Mexico CSO-S2-33. Table P-5. General 

Social and Economic Characteristics by Race and Spanish Origin:
1980, Table P-4, Income and Poverty Status in 1979. 

https://Department.of
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Table 4 
Employment Status by Race,

Ethnicity and Gender 
1980 

County: Otero 

Race/Ethnicity/ Civilian . Percent Distribution Unemployment
Gender Status •. Labor. Force ...• . Emp1oyed ... Unemp1eyed . : . Labor. Force .. .- Emp1oyed: .. Unemp1oyed .. .Rate 

Tota1 Work Force 13,030 12,104 926 100.0% 100.0% 100~0% 7.1 % 
White/Anglo 9,619 8,967 652 . 73.8 74.1 70.4 6.8
Black 349 294 55 , 2.7 2.4 5.9 15.8
Other 437 357 80 3.4 2.9 8.6 .18. 3 
Hispanic 2,624 2,486 138 . 20.1 20.5 14.9 5.3
Total Minority 3,411 3,137 274 • 26.2 25.9 29.6 • 8.0 

. I 

NMale TOTAL 8,167 7,721 446 62.7 63.8 48.-1 8.5 -U'I 
f -White/Anglo 5,889 5,598 291 45:2 46.3 .31 A 8.3 

Black 160 140 20 1.2 1.1 2.2. 17.2 
Other 308 · 236 72 2.4 1.9 7 .8 12.3 
Hispanic 1,810 1,748 62 13. 9 14.4 . 6.7 7.3 
Total Minority 2,278 2,123 155 17.5 17 .5 16.7 9.3 

Female TOTAL 4,863 4,383 480 37.3 36.2 . 51 .-9 9.9 
•. 

White/Anglo 3,730 3,369 361 28.6 27.8 ·39.0' 9.7 
Black 189 154 35 1.5 1.3 3.8 I 18.5 
Other . 129 121 8 1.0 1.0 o. 9 I 6.2 
Hispanic 814 738 · 76 6.2 6.1 

I 

8.2 9.3 
Total Minority 1,133 1,014 119 8.7 8.4 . 12. 9: 1o. 5 

SOURCE: New Mexico Employment Security D~partment, Research and Statistics Section~_.Affirmative Action 
Information/1981 .. ~tero County, Albuquerque, NM. 
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Table 5 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Industry ·- Ot~ro.. . # 

Industry ·- -Total · Percent 
Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Mining 644 . 4.8% 
Construction 905 6.8 
Manufacturing (Durable/Non-durable goods) 1,028 7.7 
Transportation 477 3.6 
Corrmunications and other ~ublic Utilities 310 2.3 
Trade (Wholesale/Retail) 3,036 22.8 

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 493 3.7 

Business and Repair Servi'ces .. .. · • 845 6.4 

Personal, Entertainment and Recreation Services 825 6.2 
• -

Educational Services • 1,440 10.8 

Health Services 637 4.8 

Other Professional and Related Services 594 4.5 

Public Administration 2,075 15.6 

TOTAL 13,309 100.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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Table 6 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Occupation - Otero 

• > 

Occupation Tota-1 • Percent 
Managerial/Professional Occupations 

Executives Administrative, Managerial 1,337 10.0% 
Professional 1,774 13.3 

Technical and Related Support 620 4.7 
Sales Occupations 1,592 11.9 
Administrative Support, including Clerical 1,879 14. 1 
Service Occupations 

Private Household 122 .9 
Protective Service 299 2.2 
Other Service Occupations 1,733 13.3 
Farming, Forestry, Fishing. 441 3.3 
Precision Production, Craft.and Repair 1,839 13 .8 

Skil 1ed/Unskil 1 ed Workers 
Machine Operators, Assemblers, Inspectors 601 4T5 
Transportation and Material Moving 589 4.4 
Laborers 483 3.6 

TOTAL 13,309 100.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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State Elected Officials 
128 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender

1969-198;\ 
County: Otero 

Table 7 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
State Senator M F M F M r M F M F M F M F M F 

:White/Anglo 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 3 •6 2 0 2 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - -

1Asian American - - - - - - - - - --
Hispanic - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - -

..Total 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 . 0 2 0 3. 0 2 0 2 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84State 
Representative·.. M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Analo ·2 1 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -• 

Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - -

. 3Total 2 1 3 0 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
District Judges·· M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 2 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

'Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
..,American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

• 0 Total 2 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 

District 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Attorney·.-. M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 
. 

1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hisoanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Elec i tate Le i r . d 
1c1a s., Editi_Qns l969:-71J_.th_roug!1_J9~3.-84_._ S~cre~ary of_ State,_ Saq__ta_ Fe .. N.M. 

NnT~• Th~ ~t~to nffir.ial~ list~d above reoresent multi-countv districts. 



state Elected Utficials129 
By Race/Ethnicity/ · I 

1969-1984 
County: Otero 

Figure 1 Percent Distribution 

State Senator o.o 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 
-

White/Anglo 111111 Iii 1111 !Ill II I l II I I II IIll Illll l!III IIIIIII III II Ill 111111111111111111 !I Illlll llllllll llll I I IIll IIIII I I II III llll l/11 iii II II I11111111111111 1 oo. oi 

Black 0.0% . . . 

American .Indian 0.0% . --

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

State Representative 

White/Anglo 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

. District Judges 

White/Ang1o illlli:lllllllllllllllllll!lll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllllllllllllllll-1 
Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

District Attorney 

White/Anglo •lllll!l;l!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllllll llllllllllllllllll!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 100.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

SOURCE: ~---ii-~~~.....,.""""'~""""'1"'1,_.,..,,~~~~~....,._ili,jjiii.......,t----""""!!"!'"""I'."'!!'!!"'!!~nd 

an a e. ew Mexico. 
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County Elected Officials 
130 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender

1969-1984 
County: Otero 

Table 8 

County 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Conmissioners M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

- #0White/Anglo 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 o· 3 4 0 3 0 
Black , -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - .... - - - - . 

Hispanic . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 4 0 3 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Clerk M F M F M F M F M '. F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 0 1 0 1 a 1 a 1 a 0 ·a 0 0 a a 0 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 b 0 n n n 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1· 

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 a 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

County fiQ-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Treasurer M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 1 a 1 0 a a a a 1 0 1 0 1 a 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 a a 0 a 1 0 1 a a a a 0 a 0 0 

Total a 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Assessor M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo a 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 a 1 0 

- •Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
. American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
0 0 0 a 0 a 0 0 TI 0 l 0 l 0 a aHisoanic 

Total 0 1 1 a l 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 

SOURCE: Roster of st·t and Count 
Offic,a s, Ed1t1ons nta e. .M. 
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1969-1984 
County: Otero 

Table 8 (Cont.) 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Sheriff M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo l. 0 l 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 

. - ~Black - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - -

' ..Asian American -
Hispanic - - - - - -

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84.
Probate Judge M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 
Hhite/Anglo 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Black ... .. . . - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - .. -
Hispanic 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 n l n n 

To.tal 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Magistrates M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 2 0 2 . 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 .2 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

Total 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 

Total 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County Officials 
(1969-1984) M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 6 3 7 3 7 2 7 1 7 1 6 1 1 1 7 2 

Black - - - - - - - - - - • - - --
American Indian 
Asian American 
Hispanic 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 z 2 2 2 2 1 l 

Total 7 4 8 3 8 3 8 3 8 3 8 3 9 3 8 3 

SOURCE: Roster of State of Ne\j Mexico. Elective State, Legislative, District and County • 
Officials, Editions 1969-70 through 1983-84. · Secretary of State, Santa Fe, N.M. 



---------

County
Coll'lllissioner 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

County Clerk 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

' :county Treasurer 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

County Assessor 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

county t1ected.UT~1c1als132 By Race/Ethnicity/ ! 
1969-1984 
County: Otero 

Figure 2 Percent Distribution 

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 
• 
llili11i1lililllllllll!llllllil:l1l1i; i!.lllllll 1lllilllllllllllllllllllllll!ll:llilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!!lllilllllllllll:, !JlliE.inll· 

.0.0% - . 

0.0% --
0.0% 

0.0% 

50.0%·: 11111111111111111111111111111: 1: 1!!1 l1: 11111111111111111111111111111111111111 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% . 

llllllliillllllllllllllllllllll;lll·l'1:illll!lll!ll!llilllllllllllllllililll 50.0% 

llllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllli1llilll!ll!llllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!illlill!llllil!l!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 75.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

lllllll!ll!!!ll11!!1illllllllllllllll: 25.0% 

11111 :!I i:I II:111!111111111111111 !II: I!!il111111 !1111111 ill!lllllll lllllll IIll II fl II II: JIll llllll!II !11111111111 71.4% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

28.6% 
11111111111 illl I111111i111111111111111.llall 

SOURCE: Roster of state of New Mexico. Elective state, LegisJatiye, District and
County Officials. Editions 1969-70 through 1983-84. Secretary of State, 
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133 1969-1984 
County: Otero 

Figure 2 (Cont.) Percent Distribution 

Sheriff 0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

White/Anglo 00.0%.
111111 i1111111 Iii 111111111111111111111111111111!1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!1 i11111111111111111111111111111 lIll I 

0,0%Black 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 

Hispanic 0.0% 

Probate Judge 

White/Anglo 37.5%illlilll'.111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Black a.a%· 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 
....... 

Hispanic 1111111111:i!l!illl!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!llllllll!llllllllllll!illlllllllllll!II! 62.5% 

' ~1agi strates 

White/Anglo lllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllll 6.7% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic ·II! 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 33.3% 

Total County Off.icials (1969-1984) 

White/Anglo lllllllllllllll!l!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 76.4% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% ______________.
Hispanic lllll1lill l!i!llllll1!IIIIIIIIIIIIII .23.6% 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. Elective State~ leqislative 3 District and 
County Officials. Editions 1969-70 through 1983-84. Secretary of State, 
~anta Fe, New Mexico. 



134 Table 9 
County Work Force 
1982 
County: Otero 
Full-time Employees 

MALE , • •. .F E M A L E 

Occupational Group 
* co -...., 
0.... 

....... 
CU 0....,_ 

.,.. c:,, 

.C C 
:3:C::C 

..Jtr. 
u 
co-cc 

u-C 
co 
C. 
en-::c 

C 
co 
u 

c-co s.. 
- cu~i 

C 
co 
U C 
- cos..-cu "'O 

i..S 

. . 
....... 
,OJ 0....,_ 
- c:,,.C C 
:3: c::c 

. 

..Jtr. 
u co·-cc 

-

u--C 
co 
C. 
u, 

X -
C 
co u 

c-co ·S.. 
- a,tn E
c::c cc 

C 
co 
UC 
- cos..-m "'O • 
Ee 
<-

Official/ 
Administrators 9 4 0 2 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 

Professional 0 a 0 0 a a ·o 0 0 a 0 

Technician 8 3 0 2 a a l l 1 0 ·a 

Protective Service 17 9 a 4 a 0 4 a 0 0 0 

Para-Professional 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 

Office/Clerical 20 l a a a 0 8 2 9 0 0 

Skilled Craft 15 12 0 3 a 0 0 0 0 0 Q, 

Service/Maintenance 13 5 0 5 0 a 2 0 l a 0 

Total 82 34 0 16 a a 17 3 12 a 0 

.. . 
SOURCE: ·••f-1s:- ·vtrgirrta learley-;,s;-am,n~-rative -Secretari;-·ot-ero County", -State 

. and Local Government Informat,on (EE0-4). 
Note: - ·oata· does not include school systems and educational institutions. 

*Includes only full-time employees. 
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135 1982 
County: Otero 

Percent DistributionTable 10 

M A L E F E M A L E 
u C C u C C: 

ttS ttS ,0 ,0 ..... C: u UC ..... C u UC . CU 0 ~ ttS c- .... ttS CU 0 ~ It$ c-#uttS .µ- u CL er, r.. r..- .µ- . 0. l'Cl r.. . -s...-l'Cl 
.µ l'Cl cu -0 -en ttS en OJ-0Occupational Group -

- 0) 
VI • 

- cu - cu0 .c C: en e ec .C C VI E e c: 
t- 3 c:r: -C0 -:c c:r: c:r: c:r: - 3c:C -co :x: - ct ct <-

. . . . 
Official/ - . -
Administrators 100% 44.4% 0.0'. 22.2~ 0.0~ o.o~ 22. 2~ o.o, 11 . l~ 0.0% 0.0% 

-
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0Professional 100% 

Technician 100% 37.5 0.0 25.0 • 0.0 o.o 12.5 12.5 12.5 0.0 0.0 
. 

Protective Service 100% 53.0 0.0 23.5 0.0 0.0 23.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
, 

.. o:dPara-Professional 100% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

)ffice/Clerical 100% 5.0 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 40.0 10.0 45.0 0.0 0.0 

Skil 1ed Craft 100% 80.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0'· 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

5ervi ce/Ma,i·ntenance 100% 38.5 0.0 38.5 0.0 0.0 15.4 0.0 7.6 0.0 0.0 

41.5~ o.m 19.5~ 0.0% 0.0% 20. 7~ 3.7) 14 .6, 0.0% 0.0%Total 100% 

• White/Anglo Figure 3 
• Minority 0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 '.100.0% 

fficial/ lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllll 66.6% illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll IJEIdministrative 

echnician 
1111111111111111111111111111111 50.0% 

Protective Service lllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
Para-Professional 0.0% · 

ffice/Clerical lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 45.0% .a:11111111111111111111111 

killed Craft lllllllllllllllllllllllll1llllllllllllllllllllllllll ,80.0% lll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll DJliJI 

..ervice/Maintenance 111111111111111111111111!1111111 ·111111111111111111111111111111111111 mm_ 
Total -County 

111!1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 llllmllt llllllllllllllllllll!lllllllllllllllll: lf&BP lation - .:. 
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City of Alamogordo 

Introduction 

Alamogordo is located on the western base of the Sacramento Mountains 
in northwestern Otero County. It is the ninth largest city in the State, 
and the largest in the county. Alamogordo is also the county seat. 

Population (Table l) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 24,024 persons living in 
Alamogordo. Of this number, Anglos constituted 69.3 percent of the 
population, while Hispanics comprised 24.0 percent. Blacks, American 
Indians and Asian Americans made up 5.3 percent, 0.5 percent, ~nd 0.9 
percent, respectively. As Table 1 shows, the city experienced an 
overall growth in population of 9.1 percent during the past decade. 
During that time period, the Anglo proportion of the population declined 
from 72.8 percent to 69.3 percent, while the minority proportion
increased from 27.2 percent to 30.7 percent for an overall gain of 18.1 
percent. The largest proportional gains occurred within the American 
Indian and Asian American populations. However, the largest absolute 
gains occurr~d within the Hispanic and black populations. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the city as a whole was $16,000 in 1980, 
which was ·significantly above the median for the county. This figure
represented a substantial increase over the 1970 median of $8,640. 
Although income data for the various racial/ethnic populations residing
in Alamogordo were not available, preliminary estimates indicate that 
each of the population groups experienced some increases in both their 
median and mean or average incomes over the past decade. Despite these 
increases, Anglo families still continued to receive incomes above the 
city's overall median and mean family incomes; whereas minority families 
were below the median. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

On the basis of 1980 Census data, slightly over 13 percent of these 
surveyed in Alamogordo received annual incomes below the defined poverty
level. However, the incidence of poverty among minorities in the city 
was substantially higher than that for the total population. For 
example, only 6.4 percent of all Anglo persons surveyed were below the 
poverty level. However, comparable figures for blacks, American 
Indians, Asian Americans, and Hispanics were 34.9 percent, 31.1 percent,
15.7 percent, and 26.1 percent, respectively. Over 27 percent of the 
total surveyed minority population was below the poverty level. 

Political Representation (Table 4) 

From 1972 to the present, no minorities have been elected to the city
council in Alamogordo. Only one woman, an Anglo, has served during this 
period. 
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Public Employment (Tables 5-6, Figure 1) 

As of 1982, the city of Alamogordo employed 206 full-time workers. Of 
that number, 55.4 percent were Anglos, 5.8 percent were blacks, 37.9 
percent were Hispanics, and 0.9 percent were American Indians. No Asian 
Americans were employed on a full-time basis by the city.- ;Overall, 
minorities constituted 44.6 percent of the city's full-time work force. 
Women, on the other hand, made up 27~3 percent. 

Anglos occupied 53.3 percent of the Official/Administrative, 75.0 
percent of .the Professional, 81.2 percent of the Technician; 72.2 
percent of the Protective Service, and 57.l percent of the 
Para-Professional positions. Minorities, on the other hand, occupied
56.8 percent of the Office/Clerical, 53.6 percent of the Skilled Craft, 
and 68.8 percent of all the Service/Maintenance positions. Of the 56 
women employed by the city, 33 or 58.9 percent were classified as 
Office/Clerical workers, and ten or 17.9 percent were employed as 
Para-Professionals. In the Official/Administrative category, women 
occupied two of the 15 identified positions. One was Anglo and the 
other Hispanic. 



138 Table 1 
Population
By Race/Ethnicity
City: Alamogordo 

. -.
1970 1 - 1980 2 s change 

. . 
White/Anglo 16,708 72.8% 16,651 69 .. 3% - 0.3% . 

955- 4.2% 1,273 5.3% -+ 33.3%Black 

American Indian 68 0.3% 110 0.5% + 61.8% 

64.Asian American 0.2% 222 0.9% +247.0% 

Hispanic -5·,154 22.5% ·5•.1ss 24.0% + 11.9% 

Total Minority 6,241 27.2% 7,373 30.7% + 18.1% 
.. . 

Total 22,949 100.'0% 24,024 100.0% + 9.1 % 

80.01 100.0% 

1980 69.3%White/
Anglo 1970 72.8% 

1980 
Black 

4.2%1970 

1980 0.5%American 
Indian 1970 0.3% 

1980 0.9%Asian 
American 1970 

1980 30.7% 
Hispanic 

1970 22.5% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General Population
Characteristics PC(l)-B33. New Mexico, Table 27 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census~·summary
Characteristics for Governmental Units and Standard Metropolitan
statistical Area~. PAcsd-3-33, New Mexico, fa61e 1 (19Bd). 
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Table 2 
Income . 
Median fami-ly. Income 
By Race/Ethnicity 
1980/1970
City: A 1 amogordo 

. ... --
19701 - 1986*2 

~ 

%Change 
. . . . .White/Anglo 

' .. $ --- $ --- ---
. . 

Black . 5,654 --- ---
American Indian --- --- ---
Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic 7,624 --- ---

- .
Total $ .. l-6·,-002 + -&5.2"%8,640 $ 

··: Median Family Income 1980;. ..$16,002 1970...$ 8,640 
"'- .. -

*Estimates are based on sample~ 

*No other infonnation given. 

Mean Income 
By Race/Ethnicity 
1980/1970 

2• 1970 1 1980 %Change 

White/Anglo $ --- $ --- ---
Black 

, 
5,696 --- ---

American Indian --- --- --- • 

Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic 7,829 --- ---

Total $ 9,546 --- ---
Mean Family Income 1980 : ...$ 1970.•. $ 9,546 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, General 
Social and Economic Characteristics 2 New Mexico PC(l)-C-33
New Mexico. Tables 107, lll and 116 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Supple­
mentary Report, Advanced Estimates of Social, Economic ana 
HousinT Characteristics? New Mexico. PHC80-S2-33. Table P5. 
Genera , Social and Economic Characteristics By Race and 
!\nanish Oriain. Table P4 .. lncome and Poverty Status in 1979. 
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. 
Table 3 
Income 
Poverty Condition 
ffy"Race/Ethnicity-
1980 
City: -Alamogordo 

1980 Population Below Poverty Level 

Persons Number Below 
Sm•vpvi:id Poverty Level Percent 

White/Anglo 14,519 924 .6.4% . .. . 
Black 1,273 444 34.9%-
American Indian 122 

• 
38 31 .1 % 

Asian American 198 31 15.7% 

Hispanic 5,750 1,500 26.1% 

Total Minority 7,343 2,013 27.4% 

Total 21,.862 2,937 13.4% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census tape·.. 



VP,:n• 

1972-74 

1974-76 

1976-78 

1978-80 

1980-82 

1982-84 

Total 

Year 

1972-74 

1974-76 

1976-78 

1978-80 

1980-82 

1982-84 

Total 

141 Table 4 
Municipal Elected Officials 
By Race/Ethnicity/Gender
1972-1984 . · 
City: Alamogordo 
City Council/Conmission. 

White/
Anglo Black 

American 
Indian 

Asian 
American Hispanic# Total Minority 

M F M F M F M F M i:· M F· M F 
. . -

5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 : 0 
-

5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 

6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 

. 
4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 

' 
.5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1· 0 0 

5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 ·O 0 0 

30' 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ~Q 2 0 0 

Percent Distribution 

White/
Anglo Black 

American 
Indian 

Asian 
American Hispanic Total Minority 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

100.0% 0.0% . 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%, 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% .. • 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

SOURCE: Henry Pacelli, Mayor, City of Alamogordo, Alamogordo,
New Mexico, (3-30-83) . 
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Table 6 
Municipal Work Force 
1982/City: Alamogordo 

Full-time Employees_ 

.. M A L E F E M A L E 
- u C u . C'• C C . . «s n:s co ....... -C u UC ,: -C u ~c· 

-~ 0 . ~ .·co c-. .,.,. co •..CU 0 ·~ .··CO c- -co -co +>- :'o:U C. co 5- s...- u -c. «s s... s...-~-Occupational Group +> . --·· C"I «s :en cu~ •r-. C"I .. «s en a,~- cu - cu·o.,_ - .- EC .S: C .·-~~ ttl ,::c: ~i ex:- :::i::cx: .. co -::c ~i it5 
Official/ 

• 1 Administrative 15 7 o 5 o 1 1 o o o 

Professional 16 .8 o 2 o o 4 1 1 o o 
. .. 

Technician 16 1_2 . o 3 o o 1 0 o o o 

Protective Service 36 23 2 7 o 1 3 o o -0 o 

Para-Professional 14 1 2· 1 .o o 7 2 1 ·O o 

Office/Clerical 37 1 o 3 o o 15 4 14 o o 

Skilled Craft 56 26 1 29 o o o o o o. o 

Secvice/Maintenance 16 4 o 11 o o 1 o o 0 o 

Total 206 82 5 61 o 2 32 7 17 o o·-

SOURCE: ---· James·· H.- Bartl ey-;l>ersonnel -·Man-ager·; 7fiamogcfrdo ~-Ne-w Mexico, State 
and Local Government Infonnation, (EE0-4), 12-9-J32 .. ____________ -----· . . - --· --- -- -- -
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Percent Distribution 

Occupational Group -11' 
+> 
0 
I-

....... 
QJ 0 
+>-
- tn.c.c 
3 c:r: 

M I 

.:ii,. 
u -m 

C0 -
1 @ 

u 
C -CJ 
C>,. 
V, 

::c -
C 
n:I 
u 

c-ca s-

i.1· 

C 
CJ 
UC 

- n:Is--
QJ "0 

i!; 

....... 
CU 0 
+>-
·- Cl 
.t::. C 
:::: c:r: 

F E 

.:ii,. 

- ~ 
C0 -

m 11 1 p 

u C 
n:I 

C - u 
CJ c-a. n:I s-.. en 

-v. cue::r c:r: c:r: -
C

"' u-c 
-n:1 s..-
CU "0 

i!; 

Official/
Administrative 100.0% ·46.6~ o.o, 33. 3, 0.0~ • 6.n 

- . . 
s.n 

. 

0.0% 6.7% 
. 
0.0% 0.0% 

-
Profess.i ona1 '. 100.0% 50.0 

-o.o 12.S 0.0 o.o 25.0 
. 

6.2 6.2 o.o 0.0 

Technician 100.0% 75.0 0.0 18.8 0.0 0.0 6.2 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 

. . 

Protective Service 100.0% 63.9 5.6 19.4 0.0 2.8 8.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Para-,Profess.iona1 100.0% 7.1 14.3S .. . . 7. 1 0.0 0.0 50.0 14.35 7.1 0.0 0.0. 

-Office/Clerical 100.0% 2.1 • 0.0 8.1. 0.0 0.0 40.5 10.8 37.8 a.a 0.0 

" 
Skilled Craft 100.0% 46.~ 1.8 51.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 d.o 0.0 0.0 

, 

-

Service/Maintenance 100.0% 25.( a.a 68.8 o.o 0.0 6.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total 100,0% 39.8~ 2.4~ 29.6~ 0.0% 0.9% 15.6 3.4, 8.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

White/Anglo
Minority 

o.o 
'' 

10.0 20 . 30 0 4 

'figure l 
.o 50.0 60.0 70.0 8 .o 9 .o 

fficial/
Administrati"ve 

echnician 

Protective Service 

Para-Professional 

:ll!llllillllllllllilllll!li 46.4% ,1l!lillllllllllllllllld1!I fflrD 
• 
·1111/ll!!\'llq~· 'l\•"i'l"I •11 ~ervice/Maintenance 111P .\111~ i\t!il·1l;ii\: ~ 
•----------------~- ---

!lllll!lllll!llllllllll!llll 1111!l!H!!!!!l!llffllD:11!:r1:1!i11111i1! 11:11n1;u1!111:1 1m11111 mim 
• 
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School District 

Introduction 

The Al amogerdo Municipal School Di strict is one of three _in. Otero .. County. 
The other two are Cloudcroft and Tularosa:· ln terms· ·of enrollment and 
personnel, the Alamogordo district is the largest of the three. During the 
current school year, the district reported a ~tudeot enrollment of 7,248. 

Composition of the School Board (Table 1) 

From 1973 to 1981, at least one Hispanic male has served on the 
Alamogordo School Board. One black male served from 1973 to 1977. 
Since 1981, however, no minorities have served on the board. Since 
1973, only three women have served on the school board. 

School Enrollment (Table 2} 

Since the 1968-69 school year, there has been a decline in the overall 
student enrollment within the .district. The composition of the student 
body has also changed. In the 1968-69 school year, for example, Anglos 
constituted nearly 74 percent of the student enrollment, while 
minorities made up a-little more thqn 26 percent. For the latest school 
year, 1983-84, the proportion of Anglo students attending schools in the 
district declined to about 64 percent while, the minority enrollment 
increased to nearly 36 percent. The greatest proportional increase 
occurred among Hispa~ic students. In 1968 they made up slightly more 
than 19 percent of the student body. By 1983, they comprised about 24 
percent of the total enrollment. The number and proportion of black 
and Asian Americans also increased during the study period, while the 
number of American Indian students remained fairly constant. 

District Employment (Tables 3-4} 

During the 1982-83 school year, the Alamogordo school district employed
662 full-time employees. Of that number, 73.4 percent were Anglos, 3.8 
percent were blacks, 21.9 percent were Hispanics and less than one . 
percent were Asian Americans and American Indians. Overall, minorities 
constituted 26.6 percent of the district's work force. Women comprised
68.2 percent of the total work force. • 

Most of the district's personnel were employed in three job areas or 
classifications: Elementary School Teachers (154), Secondary School 
Teachers (163), and Service Workers (125). Of the 154 full-time 
elementary school teachers employed by the district, Anglos comprised
89.0 percent of the total, while minorities made up 11.0 percent. At 
the secondary level, Anglos constituted 88.4 percent of the 163 teachers 
at that level, while minorities made up 11.6 percent. In the Service 
Worker classification, Anglos comprised 34.4 percent of the work force 
and minorities made up 65.6 percent of the total. Minorities also 
constituted slightly over 45 percent of the teacher aides and 40.0 
percent of the technicians. 
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In the three major policy and decisionmaking classifications within the 
district - Officials/Administrators/Managers, Principals and Assistant 
Principals, Anglos dominated. For example, all of the officials, 
administrators and managers identified by the district were Anglo. Of 
the 20 principals and assistant principals, 13 were Angler. 

Few women were employed in major decisionmaking or administrative 
positions within the district. Of the 23 key positions in the district 
- Officials/Administrators, Assistant Principals and Principals - only
three were held by women. Most were employed as teacher~,-teacher 
aides, office/clerical workers, and service workers. Anglo women 
dominated most of these categories except for teacher aides and service 
workers. They comprised 81.2 percent of all elementary school 
teachers, 40.5 percent of all secondary school teachers, 58.6 percent
of all other classroom teachers, 72.9 percent of the professionals, and . 
71.7 percent of all the clerical staff. 
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Table 1 
Composition of School 
Board by Race/Ethnicity
and Gender: 1973-1985 
Alamogordo School District 

Year 

1973-75 

1975-77 

1977-79 

1979-81 

1981-83 

1983-85 

Total 

v~~r 

1973-75 

1975-77 

1977-79 

1979-81 

1981-83 

1983-85 

Total 

White/
Anglo 

M F 
Black 
M F 

American 
Indian 

M F 

Asian 
American 
M F 

Hispanic# 
M F 

Total 
M F 

Minority 
M F 

2 0 1 0 0 
-

0 0 0 2 
- . . 

0 5 0 3 0 
-- -3 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 6 1 3 0 

2 1 0 0 0 0 O· 0 2 0 4 1 2 0 

3 1 0 0 0 o. 0 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 

4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 o· 

4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4· 1 0 0 

18 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 27 5 9 0 

Percent Distribution 

wn1te American Asian 
Anglo Black Indian• American Hispanic Total Minority 

40.0% 20.0% , 0.0% 0.0% 40.0% 100.0% 60.0% 

57.1% 14.3% 0.0% 0.0% 28.6% 100.0% 42.9% 

60.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 40.0% 100.0% 
~ : ....

40 ..0% 

-~ 

80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.~0% 
. 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 

71.9% 6.2% 0.0% 0.0% 21.9% 100.0% 28.1% 

SOURCE: E.T. Luty,:Superintendent .of Schools, Alamogordo
School District, Alamogordo, New Mexico (4/11/83). 



TABLE 2 

• School Enrollment by Race, 
Ethnicity and Gender - 1968-1984 

K-12 Elementary/Secondary 

School District Alamogordo Municipal School District County • •Otero 

School Year 
Total 

Enrollment 
White/
Anglo. Black Hispanic 

Asian 
American 

American 
Indian 

Total 
Minority 

1968-19691 9,893 
100.0% 

7,300 
73.8% 

578 
5.8% 

1,924 
19.4%, 

69 
0.7% 

22 
0.2% 

, 2,593 
1 26.2% 

1976-19772 8,397 5,644 570 2,052 , 108 23 . 2,753 

1982-19833 

1983-19844 

100.0% 

7,222 
100.0% 
7.,i48 
100.0% 

67.2% 

4,691 
65.0% 

4,669 
64.4% 

7.0% 

575 
8.0% 
632 
8.7% 

24.0% 

1,794 
24.8% 

l ,751 
24. 2%' 

' 1.3%. 
• 140 
·1.9% 
173 
2.4% 

0.3% 

22 
0.3% 

23 
0.3% 

32.8% 

2,531 
35.1% 

2,379. 
'35.6% 

.... 

.r::,. ...... 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Health, Education and.Welfare/Office for Civil Rights, D{rectory of Public 
Elementar and Secondar Schools in Selected Districts. Enro11ment·and Staff by Racial/Ethnic 
roue t a ew • ex co o I ' 

2. U.S. Department of Health, Education.and Welfare/Office for.Civil Rights,'Directory of 
Elementary·and Secondary School Districts and·Schools ;n·selected School District~: School 
Vear 1976-1977~ Vol. II. 

~- New Mexico State Department of Education. Data derived from estimates provided through
individual District/Chapter I applications for funding under Education Consolidation and 
Improvement Act. Information provided by the State Education Department, June 1983. 

4. Ibid. -------··-----·-----~- - - ---·-·-··~ .~.. ·~·· ··-·-- ··-------~· ··-·-·--------··----- ------------· 



Table 3 Employment Prof1le-~u11 11me 
School District: Alamogordo 

1982-1983 School Year 

School District Work Force 
M , L E: F f MA r: 

• CLASSIFICATION 

UTT 1 C 1 a I S / . • . 
Administrators/Managers 

Principals 

Assistant Principals1 

n:, -.µ 
0 

3 

16 

4 

...... 

.OJ 0....,_ 

.... en 
:5 5 

3 

10 

2 

.M u 
RS 

!'.':' 

0 

0 

0 

u .... 
C 
re, 
0. 
IA 

!!:: 

0 

4 

l 

C 

~ 
c•.-
"' .,.. s..OJ 
.'15 

0 

0 

0 

C 
n:, 
UC 

•.- RS s..-
OJ-0
§ .C: 

0 

·o 

0 

...... 

.OJ 0....,_ 
- en~s 

0 

0 

1 

.M u 
ca 
~ 

0 

0 

0 

u-C ,a 
0. 
IA 
~ 

0 

l 

0 

C 
n:, 
u c-

~js..
.!). 

0 

l 

0 

C ,a 
u c:: 

- ,as..-

J:S 
0 

0 

0 

Elementary Teachers 

Secondary Teachers 
Other Classroom 

Teachers 

154 

163 

58 

12 

78 

12 . 

0 

1 

0 

2 

6 

l 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

125 

66 

34 

8 

3 

4 
• 

I 

5 

7 

7 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
.... 
.s:,. 
co 

Professionals 2 

Teacher Aides 

37 

37 

6 

0 

l 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

27 

20 

.o 
l 

l 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Technicians 5. 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 

Clerical/Secretarial 

Service Workers 

46 

125 

0 

6 

0 

4 

0 

41 

0 

0 

0 

0 

33 

37 

0 

3 

13 

33 
' . 

0 

l 
I 

0 

0 

Skilled Workers 14 11 0 3 0 0 0 0 ·o 0 0 

Laborers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 662 142 6 60 0 2 344 19 85 4 0 

E.T. Lut_v, SuP.erintendent of Schoolsj Alamogordo, New Mexico, Elementary and Secondary StaffSOURCE: ·--~-~,, Alamogordo Pvb ic Schools. 
- ' na orfncloal~. ,.nc1uaes teachlng ·and rion--te,1ch1 _ , . . . . . 

2. Includes guidance counselors, psychologists, librarians/consultants, other.'professionals. 



Table 4 

Percent Distribution 

. 
Employment Profile - Full Time 
School Of strict: Alamogordo 

1982-1983 School Year 

Sr.honl IJ. strict 1.Jnrk Force 
M A L E FEMALE 

. 

CLASSIFICATION 

UTTlClalS/
Administrators/Managers 

Principals 

n:s . -.µ 
0.... 

100.0% 

100.0% 

...... 
G.I 0...,_ 
,,- C'> 
..c s:: 
:3< 

100.0% 

62.4 

.:w: 
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UC 
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.,.. C'> 

..c s:: 
:3 < 
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.w 
u 
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co -
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U· .,-
s:: 
n:s a. en .,..
:c 

0.0% 

6.3 

C 
n:s us:: .,.. 

n:S s.. 
,,- G.I 

~i 

0.0% 

6.3 

C 
n:s
UC
-n:ss.. .,-
G.I "O

i.S 

0.0% 

o.o 

Assistant Principals 

Elementary Teachers 

Secondary Teachers 

Other Classroom 
Teachers 
Professionals 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

50.0 

7.8 

47.9 

20.7 

16.3 

0.0 

0.0 

0.6 

o.o 

2.7 

25.0 

1.3 

3.7 

1. 7 

5.4 

0.0 .o.o 
I 

0.0. 0.0 . . 
0.0 1:.2 

. 
0.0 0.0 

• 
0.0 0.0 

25.0 

81.2 

40.5 

58.6 

72.9 

0.0 

5.2 

1.8 

6.9 

0.0 

I 

0.. 0 

3.2 

4.3 

12.1 

. 2.7 

0.0 

1.3 

o.o 
0.0 

Q.O 

o.o 
o.o 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

..... 

.i:, 
U:l 

Teacher Aides 100.0% 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 o.o 54.1 2;7 43~2 ' 0.0 0.0 

Technicians 100.0% 40.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 40.p 0.0 0.0 

Clerical/Secretarial 100.0% ·0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 71. 7 0.0 28.3 0.0 o.o. 
Service Workers 100.0% 4.8 3.2 32.8 0.0 0.0 29.6 2.4 26.4 t).8

\ 
0.0 

Skilled Workers 100.0% 78.6 0.0 21.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 

Laborers 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o o.o 0.0 

Total 100.0% 21.5% 0.9% 9.1% 0.0% 0.3% 51. 9% 2.9% 
•

12.8% 0.6% 0.0% 

SOURCE:! E.T. Luty, Supertindent of Schools, Alamogor.do, New Mexico, Elementary and Secondary Staff 
Information, (H:0-6),-Alamogordo Public Schoo.1-s......r 

https://Alamogor.do
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Sierra County 

Introduction 

Sierra County is located in the southwest quadrant of the State. The Rio 
Grande bisects the county from north to south. Truth or Consequences is 
the largest community in the county. Government spending and tourism, as 
well as income from a sizable retired population, are important aspects of 
the economy in Sierra County. 

Population (Table 1) 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 8,454 for Sierra County. Of 
this total, Anglos comprised 73.9 percent of the population and 
Hispanics made up 25.2 percent. Blacks, American Indians and Asian 
Americans comprised 0.1, 0.6, and 0.1 percent of the population,
respectively. As Table 1 shows, the county experienced a sizable 
increase in population of 18.2 percent over the past decade. The 
largest proportionate increases occurred within the American Indian and 
Asian American populations. However, they made up less than one percent
of the total population. In absolute terms, the Anglo population showed 
the greatest gain. For example, in 1970 the Census reported 4,550 
Anglos living in Sierra County. By 1980 there were 6,244, for an 
overall increase of 30.5 percent. The Hispanic population, on the other 
hand, declined from 2,577 in 1970 to 2,142 in 1980 for an overall loss 
of 16.9 percent. The total minority proportion also declined from 36.4 
percent to 26.1 percent over the decade. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the county as a whole in 1980 was $10,350, 
which represented an increase of 91.9 percent over the 1970 median of 
$4,833. Although preliminary estimates indicate that each of the 
racial/ethnic groups experienced increases, the median income for Anglo
families was still considerably higher than that of minority families. 
The same is also true when we examine the mean family income. As of 
1980, the mean income for Anglos was $12,171. For the Hispanic
population the mean was $11,433. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

In 1970, 33.0 percent of the county's population received incomes below 
the poverty level. For minorities, the proportion was 40.8 percent. In 
comparison, 28.5 percent of all Anglos surveyed in the 1970 Census were 
living under poverty conditions. 

By 1980, the degree of poverty in the county declined to 23.3 percent.
However, 25.1 percent of the county's minority population was still 
below the poverty level. In comparison, the incidence of poverty among
Anglos was 22.7 percent. Comparable figures for American Indians and 
Hispanics were 15.9 and 25.3 percent, respectively. 
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Work Force/Employment (Tables 4-6) 

According to the New Mexico Employment Security Department, the total 
work force, aged 16 and over in Sierra County as of 1980 was 2,608. 
Anglos comprised 78.5 percent of the total, and minorities made up 21.5 
~ercent. Hispanics constituted the second largest component making up
21.3 percent of the total work force. The overall unemployment rate for 
the county as a whole in 1980 was 3.5 percent. For Anglo~ it was 2.8 
percent. For minorities, the rate of unemployment was 5.7 percent.
Unemployment was most severe among Hispanics. 

The rate of unemployment among female workers was slightly higher than 
for males. For example, the unemployment rate for males in 1980 was 2.9 
percent. For females, the overall rate was 4.3 percent. For minority
females, the rate of unemployment was 2.3 percent. Anglo females had 
the highest unemployment rate within the work force. • 

Almost half (49.0i) of the employed work force in the county was 
concentrated in three basic industry categories: Agriculture/Mining
(16.2i), Trade (19.9i), and Public Administration (12.9i). Over half 
(57.5i} of the work force was employed in four major occupational
categories in 1980: Administrative support (13.3i), Other Services 
(17.3i}, Farming/Forestry/Fishing (ll.8i), and Precision Production,
Craft and Repair (15.6i). 

Political Representation (Tables 7-8, Figures 1-2) 

State Elected Officials (Table 7, Figure 1) 

With the exception of one Hispanic male District Judge, no minority 
person or woman has served in a State elective office since 1969. 

County Elected Officials (Table 8, Figure 2) 

Only one minority, an Hispanic male, and one woman, also an Hispanic,
have served on the County Commission since 1969. Hispanic and Anglo 
women have served in other county offices, however. No blacks, American 
Indians or Asian Americans have been elected to a county office during
this period. 

Public Employment 

No public employment data is available for Sierra County government. 



Table 1 
152 Population

By Race/Ethnicity
County - Sierra 

-
1• 1970 19802 # 

%Change 

White/Anglo 4,550 63.6: % 6,244 73.-g-% - + 30.5% 
. , 

Black 8 - 0.1 % 12 0. 1. % •f- 50 .0% 

American Indian 16 0.2 % 49 o.6 % +206,.3% 

Asian American 3 0.04% . 7 O.t ·% '+133, ~% 

Hispanic 2,577 36.0 % 2,142 26.2 % - 16.9% 

Total Minority 2,604 36.4 % 2,21 o 26.l % -15.1% 

Total 7,154 100.0% -8,4-54 100. 0% + 18.2% 

·Percent Di stri buti on 

20.0% 40.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

1980... 73.9%
\White/

Anglo ,1970 

1980 0. T%· 
Black 

1970 0. l % 

0.6%1980American 
Indian 0.2%1970 

1980 0.11%Asian 
American 1970 0.04% 

1980 25.3%. 
Hispanic 

1970 36.0% 

SQURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Conmerce, Bureau of the Census, General Population
Characteristics. New Mexico. PC(l)-B33. Table 34. 

2 ~ '1980 • SurtmarY ·Characteristics for. Governrile~ta1 • Uni ts· and Standa.rct' - • ···-··· • 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas. PHC 80-3-33, New Mexico, Table lt 1980. 
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Income153 Medi an F.ami,1t1 Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970
County: Sierra 

~ 

19701 19802 I Change 
. - .White/Anglo $ --- $ 10,249 ---

. -Black ---- --- ---
'American Indian --- --- ---

. 
Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic 4,918 9,441 +91.9% 

Total $ 4,833 $ 10,350 +114.2% 

Median Family Income 1980...$ 10,350 1970...$ 4,833 

Hean:family Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 

19701 19802 %Change 

White/Anglo $ --- $ 12,171 ---
Black 

American Indian --- --- ---
Asian American --- --- ---
Hispanic 5,657 11,433 H-102~ 1% 

Total $ • 6,433 $' 12,232 + 90.1% 

Mean Family Income 1980...$ 12,232 1970...$ 5;433 
SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Conmerce, Bureau of the Census, General 

Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico. PC(l)-C-33.
Tables 124, 128, and 133 (1970). -

2. U.S .. Depa·rtment of CoOillerce, .Bureau of the Census~ •Supp1 e­
meotary • Reportl: Advanced· Estimates' of Social Economic and 

·Rousing·cfiarac eristics. New Mexico PHCSO-S2-33. Table 
P-5. ueneral Social and Economic Chara.cteristics by Race 
and Spanish Origin, 1980~ Table P-4, Income and Poverty
Status in 1979. 



154 Income 
Poverty Condition 
By Race/Ethnicity 
1970/1980
County: Sierra 

1970 Population Below Poverty Leve1 1 

Persons Numbers Below -
Surveved Povertv level • PPn-:ent 

White/Anglo 4,550 - 1,298 - - 28.5 % 

Black - 8 --- - ---
American Indian 16 --- ---
Asian American 3 --- ---
Hispanic 2,577 1,064 41.3 % 

Total Minority 2,604 1,064 40.8 % 

Total 7,154 2,362 33.0% 

PERSONS FOR WHOM POVERTY STATUS IS DETERMINED 

J980 f?opulat·ioni Below· Poverty l~ve1 2 

Persons Numbers Below 
Surveved Povertv Leve1 Percent 

White/Anglo 8,110 1,846 22.7 % 

Black --- --- ---

American Indian 44 7 15. 9 % 

Asian American --- --- ---

Hispanic 2,136 541 25.3 .% 

Total Minority 2,180 548 2s·.1. % 

Total 10,290 2,394 23.3 % 

SOURCE: l. U.S. Depar.tment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census~·General 
--·social·and Economic Characteristics,·New Mexico PC(l)-C-33,

Tables l24, 128 and 133 (1970).
2. U.S. Department of.Conmerce, Bureau of the Censu~, Supplementary

·Re· ort, ·Advanced· Estimates· of Social· •Economic· and Rausin 
arac er,s lCSa ew ex1co ~n•.n11 - 3. Table P-5. General-

Social and Economic Characteristics by Race and Spanish Origin:
1980, Table P-4, Income a-nd Poverty Status in 1979. 
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Table 4 
Employment Status by Race,

Ethnicity and Gender • 
1980 

County: Sierra 

Race/Ethnicity/ Civilian Percent Distribution Unemployment
Gender Status ·Labor.Force .... Employed ... Unemployed ... Labor Force .. :Employed: .. Unemployed ..... Rate. 

Total Work Force 2,608 2,518 90 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 3.5% 
White/Anglo 2,047 . 1,989 58 78.5 79.0 64.4 2.8 
Black 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Other 5 5 0 0:2 0.2 0.0 0.0 
Hispanic 556 524 32 21.3 20.8 35.6 5.8 
Total Minority 561 529 32 21.5' 21.0 35.6 • 5. 7 

I 

.... 
<.nMale TOTAL 1,573 1,527 46 60.3 60.6 51.1 2.9 <.n 

White/Anglo 1,188 1,170 18 45.5 46.4 20.0 1.5 
Black 0 0 0 o.o 0.0 0.0 o.o 
Other 5 5 0 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 
Hispanic 380 35·5· 28 14.6 14.0 31. 1 7.4 
Total Minority 385 357· 28 14.8 14.2 &1.1 7.3 

Female TOTAL 1,035 991 44 39. 7 . 39.4 48.9 4.3 
White/Anglo 859 819 40 32.9 32.5 44.4 4.7 
Black 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 •I 

\Other 0 0 0 0.0 o.o 0.0 o.o 
Hispanic 176 172 4 6.8 6.9 4.5 2.3 
Total Minority 176 172 4 6.8 6.8 4.5 2.3.. . 

SOURCE: New Mexico Employment Security D~partment, Research and Statistics Section~·Affirmative Action 
Information/1981. S.1.er,ra County, Albuquerque, NM. • • 
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Table 5 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Industry - Sierra County 

Indystcx ·-·Total -Percent 
Agriculture, Forestry, 'Fisheries, Mining 335 16.2% 
Construction 149 7.2 
Manufacturing (Durable/Non-durable goods) 41 ,. 9 

Transportation 47 2.3 
Cormiunications and other ~ublic Utilities 83 3.9 
Trade (Wholesale/Retail) 413 19. 9 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 67 3.2 . 
Business and Repair Servi'ces 54 2.6 
Personal, Entertainment and Recreation Services 174 8.4 
Educational Services 194 9.3 
Health Services 199 9.6 
Other Professional and Related Services 54 2.6 . 
Public Administration 267 12.9 

TOTAL 2,077 l 00. 0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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Table 6 

Distribution of the Work Force - 16 Years and Over 
By Occupation - Sierra County 

Occupation 
Managerial/Professional· 6ccupations 

Executive; Administrative, Mariageriai 
Professional 

Technical and Related Support 
Sales Occupations 
Administrative Support, including Clerical 
Service Occupations 

Private Household 
Protective Service .. . 
Other Service Occupations 
Farming, Fo'restry, Fishing 
Precision Production, Craft and Repair 

'Skilled/Unskilled Workers 
Ma.chine Operators, Assemblers, Inspectors 
Transportation and Material Moving 
Laborers 

•TOTAL 

. -

Total· 

244 
214 

55 
154 -
276 

11 
9 

358 
246 
314 

31 
107 

58 

2,077 

Percegt 

11.7% 
10.3 
2.7 
7.4 

13.3 

0.5 
0.4 

17.3 
11.8 
15.1 

1.5 
5.2 
2.8 

100.0% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, 1980 Census Tape. 
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158 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender 
1969-198~ 
County: Sierra 

Table 7 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
State Senator· M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo ., 0 l 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 .. J - #0 .1 0 l 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - . - . . - - ,.. .. - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -. 

Hispanic - - - - - - - -. . - - - - - - - -
Total - l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84State 
Representative·.. M F M F M F M F M. F M F M F M F 

White/Analo 1 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 
Black - - - - - - - - -- - .. - - - - -
.American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - -.. - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 a 1 0 1 0 1 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
District Judges·· M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 1 a l 0 1 0 1 a 2 0 1 . 0 • . 1 0 1 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 a 0 a a a 0 0 0 1 '0 1 ·o ! 0 

1 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 2 0 0 2 0 0Total 2. a 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-:80 81-82 83-84District 
Attorney•:. M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Ang 1o l a 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 I 0 I u 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hisoanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 l 0 1 0 l 0 

SOURCE: Roster of State of New Mexico. El State Le isl • n 
1c1a s, Editi_9ns 196J.-:-70__th_roug.ti~J9~3..-84_.. S~cre:t;ary of. State,. San_ta. Fe. N.M .... 

NOTE: The State officials listed above represent multi-county districts. 
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State Elected Officials159 By Race/Ethnicity/•
1969-1984 •• 
County: S1e_rra 

Figure 1 Percent Distribution 

State Senator o.o 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 
- .. 

White/Anglo lllllll111111111liilli:!!1•1:1,1;i,1:i:lii!lli:!1!1lqllll:ll!illlllili::1i!l ll!II: Plrllll:illlllllliljl!lt!ilil: II lllilllllll!lil:!I!: 100. a% I 
. .. 

Black 0.0 

. -American Indian 0.0 -

Asian American 0.0 

Hispanic 0.0 

State Representative 

White/Anglo lllllllilllllllllllllliill!lilll1llllllllll!lllllllllllilllllli!lllllll1llill1:111:llllilllllllllllllllllllllllillllillllllllllllllllillllllmmml 
o.oBlack 

American Indian 0.0 

Asian American 0.0 

Hispanic 0.0 

• District Judges 

White/Anglo !ll1l11llllllillliill;;l!l!1:l:·1\,ll1!lll1iilil!!lili1!iilillll1lllillll liill! l1l ll!lillilllll1i1il:lilllllllll:l111111 75.0% 

Black 0.0 

0.0American Indian 

Asian American 0.0 

Hispanic 11 ll 
1
ll1 1l111 ll 1l

1 
I •'I' ·1'11' 25.0%'l1 

1
l1I' I 1111 111l'I ..1 i!Ll ,,•:11. I 

District Attorney 

White/Anglo lllllllilillllll!i!lilll!lilll:,1111illlllllilllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllll!lll1lll1llllllllllllllilllll!lllllllllllllll!lllllllllll!lllll:1mmm.1J
----------~ --------

Black o.o 

American Indian 0.0 

Asian American 0.0 

.Hispanic 0.0 

SOURCE: 

https://lllllllilillllll!i!lilll!lilll:,1111illlllllilllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllll!lll1lll1llllllllllllllilllll!lllllllllllllll!lllllllllll!lllll:1mmm.1J
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160 By Race/Ethnicity/Gender

1969-1984 
County: Sierra 

Table 8 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 , . 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County 
Conrnissioners M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo .3 0 3 0 3 0 2 0 3 0 3 . 0 

~ 
3 

" ·) 
0 2 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
'American Indian - - - - - - - ' - - -- . - - - -- - -

1'sian American - - - - - - - - - - - -. . - - - -
- .

Hispanic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 « 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Total 3 0 3 0 3 0 2 ·1 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Clerk M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo - • - - .. - - - - - - - .- - ..; - -
Black - - - - - . -. - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
Hispanic 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 r 0 1 0 1 

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

County 69-70 -71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Treasurer M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 a 0 1 a 1 0 1 0 1 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic a 0 0 0 a 1 0 1 0 0 a a a a a a 

a 1 0 1 a 1 a 1 a 1 a 1 0 1 a 1Total 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County
Assessor M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo a 1 0 a a a a 0 . 0 a 1 a 1 0 a a 
Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic a 0 0 l 0 .l 0 J 0 J 0 0 a 0 0 i 

Total 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 

SOURCE: Roster of State of.Ne • • • ·Le islative District and Count 
1c1a s, 1t1ons ecretary of State, nta e, . 
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By Race/Ethnicity/Gender161 1969-1984 
County: Sierra 

Table 8 (Cont.) 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Sheriff M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
White/Anglo 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 - 0 1 0 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - -· - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 0 0 0 0 g -o 0 0 0 0 G 0 8 G l p-

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
Probate Judge M F M F M F M F M' F M F M F M F 
Hhite/Anglo 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 

Black - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic 1 0 Q• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 1 

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 1 

69-70 71-72 .73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84 
f':agi strates M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

White/Anglo 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

Black - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - - - -
'American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . 

Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
-Hispanic - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - • 

Total 1 0 1 0 1 0 l 0 0 1 0 l 0 1 0 1 

Total 69-70 71-72 73-74 75-76 77-78 79-80 81-82 83-84County Officials 
(1969-1984) M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M r 
White/Anglo 5 .2 6 .l. 6 0 4 1 4 3 5 3. 5 3 2 2 

Black - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
American Indian - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Asian American - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hispanic l l 0 2 0 3 0 4. 0 2· 0 .1 0 1 2 3 

Total 6 3 6 a 6 3 4 5 4 5 5 4 5 4 4 5 

SOURCE: Roster Mexico. 1 ctive Stat· 
Officials, Editions 1969-70 through 983-84. ecre ary o tate, an a e, .. 



County Elected.Officials 
162 By Race/Ethnicity/ I 

1969-1984 
County: Sierra 

Figure 2 Percent Distribution
County
C00111issioner o.o 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% 

• 
White/Anglo ,1l:lllllllii!lllihl!lil!iilllllllllilii1l1lii1l1ll·:illlllll! 11111:ll:lll'llllllll!llllllli1illill!li!:;11111:iill1;11:1·lilllllmfi3 

. 0.0%Black • 

erican Indian 0.0% 

sian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 8.. 3% 

County Clerk 

White/Anglo 0.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 'llllll llill I·iii 11: I, 1:1;::11llllli1illlildlilli!lill!l!llll!illll:ll!II!1!II: l!ll 1111: iii! l1!iilli!l!l1illlilllliiii:: ·11,l:l 1:1w1a 100.0% 
I

:county Treasurer 

White/Anglo illllllllllll1i:ll: 11 Ill illll 11111 ii lllil Ii 11 ii 111 ii I11111111: 1111 Ii! 1111111 i: illI I llii 1! I! iI:!iii Ill iIii l!llllllll!HI 75.0% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

[ 1111':1 11 '' 1 Ii :111 11 25.0%Hispanic •I
1
11'1111 1, 

1 ,I,.,,.1 1.. ·1111•1'
1 

II 

. County Assessor 

White/Anglo ilillliillild'l'I ·;: •i: 1liil:1 :1: I.1! 11 r·11;;11 Iililll!I 37.5% 

Black 0.0% 

0.0%American Indian 

Asian American 0.0% 

111 1ii11· 11 llll""" 11 '!1'11 11 •1 'lr'll•Jllilll1lll 1l 11 l' 1 
ll}'l'I'• l-'i ' ' 111 1'1 11 1','IHispanic 11 I iiL .11 I! liilliii:i ! ! 11 11 :;1,1ii1111111 I ,I 11 II 1!! 1:; ! :1 lh

1 
I I I. !•h 62.5% 

SOURCE: Roster of state of New Mexico. Elective State. LegisJatiye. District and 
County Officials. Editions 1969-70 through 1983-84. Secretary of State, 
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By-~~e/Eth~icityi-·- ·l
163 1969-1984 

County: Sierra 

Figure 2 (Cont.) Percent Distribution 

··Sheriff 0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0S 
--

Hhite/Anglo llli!llililil!I: :: 11:111111:lillll:l! il!:\::1Ji:lill l!l!l1.ill lili:illli!ll11ill 1rll1:ll!llll!lll:lllllllillilllll!!lllili!I ii,i: 

0.0%Black 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American o·.0% 

Hispanic 12.5% 

Probate Judge 

White/Anglo l!lilllllillllillll!:i/!lllllllllllllllil:lllil,11·1111111111111!11111111!11111111111111!!11,llilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!llllllil 87.5% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

"5ian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 12.5% 

f.1agi strates ... 
White/Anglo 1,li:;J;lilllll:::11 ;:::1:11:il!lii:I!: l1if .,.;111:11!1lllllillli!il1!lilil!l!lllllll:!iillli!liilllll:1:ill1llllli1lil!llll:ll:lli1i11·i1!:·mmm!1 

• 
.Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% 

Hispanic 0.0% 

Total County Offi~ials (1969-1984} 

White/Anglo :IJlllllllll 1llllll!ll!!il!!l!lll!llll:ll:!ll:lll.llli!lllllllllllllllll!lllli:J:llllll!il1l•lilllllll!l!llllllllllllll 72.2% 

Black 0.0% 

American Indian 0.0% 

Asian American 0.0% ______________......
Hispanic 27.8% 

SOURCE: - f State of New Mexi ative District and. 
fficials. d1t1ons ecretary o a e. 
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EMPLOYMENT 



City of Truth or Consequences 

Introduction 

The city of Truth or Consequences is located in the central portion of 
Sierra County on the Rio Grande. This city is the largest in the county. 
It is also the county seat. 

Population (Table l} 

The 1980 Census reported a population of 5,219 persons living in Truth 
or Consequences. Of this number, Anglos constituted 75.1 percent of the 
population, and Hispanics made up 24.1. Blacks, American Indians and 
Asian Americans collectively made up less than one percent of the city•s
population. As Table 1 shows, the city experienced some growth in 
population during the past decade. During that time period, the Anglo
population increased from 3,225 in 1970 to 3,917 in 1980 for an overall 
gain of 21.5 percent.· At the same time, the Hispanic population 
declined from 1,382 to 1,258, for a loss of 8:9 percent. The minority
population, as a whole, experienced an overall decline of 6.7 percent
during the past decade. 

Income (Table 2) 

The median family income for the city as a whole was $10,427 in 1980, 
which was significantly above its median in 1970. It should be noted, 
however, that income data for the city in both the 1970 and 1980 Census 
was very limited due to its small population size. Preliminary
estimates based on available census information indicate that all 
population groups experienced some gains in both their median and mean 
family income. Precise data is not yet available on the magnitude of 
these increases. 

Poverty Conditions (Table 3) 

On the basis of 1980 Census data, 23.8 percent of those surveyed in the 
city of Truth or Consequences received incomes below the defined poverty
level. The incidence of poverty among minorities in the city was 
slightly higher than that for the total population. For example, 26.6 
percent of the total minority population was below the poverty level. 
In comparison, 22.9 percent of the Anglo population was below the 
poverty level. Comparable figures for American Indians and Hispanics 
were 17.5 and 26.9 percent, respectively. 

Political Representation (Table 4} 

Since 1972, there has always been at least one Hispanic on the city
council. Presently, two of the five members are Hispanic males. No 
woman or other minority persons have served on the council during the 
study period. 
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Public Employment (Tabl_es 5-6, Figure 1) 

As of 1982, the city of Truth or Consequences employed 65 full-time 
workers. Of that number, 41.6 percent were Anglo, 1.5 percent were 
black, tnd 56.9 percent were Hispanic. No Asian AmericaQ~ or American 
Indians were employed by the city. -Overall, minorities made up 58.4 
percent of the city's full-time work force. Women, on the other hand, 
constituted 23.1 percent of the tota1. 

Anglos held 50.0 percent of all the Official/Admfnistrati~e_ positions, 
all of the Professional positlons, 80.0 percent of the Protective 
Service, 75.0 percent of the Para-Professional, and 66.7 percent of the 
Office/Clerical positions. Minorities, in comparison, held all of the 
Technical, 76.2 percent of the Skilled Craft, and 80.0 percent of the 
Service/Maintenance jobs in city government. Of the 15 women employed
by the city, nine or 60.0 percent were classified as Office/Clerical
workers, and two or 13.3 percent were employed as Para-Professionals. Of 
the 12 Official/Administrative positions in city government, only one 
was occupied by a woman. 



Table 1
166 Population

By Race/Ethnicity
City: Truth or Consequences 

. 

White/Anglo 

Black 

American Indian 

Asian American 

Hispanic 

Total Minority 

Total 

1980White/
Anglo 1970 

1980 
Black 

1970 

1980American 
Indian 1970 

1980Asian 
American 1970 

1980 
Hispanic 

1970 

1970 1 

3,225 69.8 % 

.6 Q.1 .% 

8 0.2 % 

3 OJ % 

1,382 29.9 % 

1,395 30.2 % 
. .. 

4,618 100:0 % 

0.2% 

0.1% 

6.6% 

0.2% 

.0.0% 

o~Ti 

.. 1980 2 

- . 
3,~17 75. 1 .%-

11 0.2 .% 

31 Q.6 % 

2 o.o % 

1,258 24.1 % 

1,302 24.9 % 

5,219 100.0% 

%change 

+ 2-1.5 %· 
- . 

+ 83.3 % 

+287.5 % 

- 33.3 % 

- 8.9 % 

- 6. 7 % 

+ 13.0 % 

80.0% 100.0% 

75. 1.% 

69.8% 

24.1 % 

29.9% 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Corrmerce, Bureau of the Census, General·Population
·characteristics PC(l)-B33. New Mexic~, Table 27 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of Conmerce, Bureau of the Census, Summary
Characteristics for Governmental Units and Standard Metro olitan 
+~+~~+~~~ ~o~~ QRO 
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. •19701 -

White/Anglo $ --- $. 
.·Black ---

American Indian ---
Asian American ---
Hispanic ---

Total $ 4,844 $ . 
Medjan Family Income 1980:. .. $10,427 

*Estimates are based on sample. 
No other data available. 

•• 1970 l 

White/Anglo $ --- $' 

Black ---
American Indian ---
Asian American ---
Hispanic ---

Total $ 6,512 $ 

Mean Family Income 1980 ... $ 

Table 2 
Income 
Median family. Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970
City: Truth or Consequences 

.1980*2 
# 

%Change 
. . 

---. . 
. 

---
~ 

---

ro,427 + 1-1-5-.3% 

1970...$ 4,844 

Mean Income 
By Race/Ethnicity
1980/1970 

19802 %Change 

1970...$ 6,512 

SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Connnerce, Bureau of the Census, General 
Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico PC(l)-C-33 
New Mexico. Tables 167, 111 and ll6 (1970).

2. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Supple­
mentar Re ort, Advanced Estimates of Social Economic and 
ous,nT aracter1s ,cs, ew ex,co. 80-S2-33. a e 

Genera , Social and Economic Characteristics By Race and 
,... ___ ~-L "--~-.!- T"!lhl"" nA TW'li4""'.,..,,...A ~-".-a n_.. ____.......... r-..t..-...1.. ... - ~- .,,....,,.. 
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Table 3 .. Income# . 
Poverty Condition 
By -Rac.e/Ethnicity
1980 
City: _T_ruth or Consequences 

1980 Population Below Poverty Level 

Persons Number Below 
,,,rveved Poverty Level Percent 

White/Anglo 3,903 892 22.9% 

Black .. .. . 
0 0 0.0% 

- .. 
American Indian 40 .. 7 17.5% 

Asian American 
. 0 0 0.0% 

Hispanic 1,252 337 26.9% 

Total Minority 1,292 1,344 26.6% 

Total· 5,195 1,236 23.8% 

SOURCE: Databank, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 
SUMRYLVL 27 County - Truth or Consequences, Table 91, 
Race by Poverty Status in 1979. 



Table 4 
169 Municipal Elected Officials 

By Race/Ethnicity/Gender
1972-1984 _ 
City: Truth or Consequences 
City Council/Comnission 

YPar 

White/
Anglo 
M F 

Black 
M F 

American 
Indian 
M F 

Asian 
.American 

M F 
Hispanic~

F'.M 
Total 
M F -

Minority 
M F 

1972-74 ·4 . o· o o o o o o o 
- . 

l ·4 1 o l 

-
1974-76 4 o o o o o o o l o -5 0 l o 

1976-78 4 0 o o o o o o l o s· 0 l o 

1978-80 A Q o o o o o o 2 o 6 n 2 o 
. 

1980-82 3 o o o o o o o 2 o 5 o 2 o 

1982-84 3 o o o o o o o 2 o 5 o 2 o 

Total 22 ·O' o o o o o o 8 l 30 l 8 l 

Percent Distribution 

Year 
White/
Anglo Black 

American 
Indian 

Asian 
American Hispanic Total Minority 

1972-74 80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% 

1974-76 80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% 

1976-78 80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 20.0% 

1978-80 66.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 33.3% 100.0% 33. 3% _ 

1980-82 60.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 40.0% 100.0% 40.0% 

1982-84 60.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 40.0% 100.0% 40.0% 

Total 70.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 29 .1 % 100.0% 29. l % 

SOURCE: Lily C. Montoya, County Clerk, Sierra County, New Mexico 
(4/83). 
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Table 5-
Municipal Work Force 
1982/City: Truth or Consequences 

Full-time Employees 

MALE F E M A L E 
u ,•C C u ·C C 

ltl ltl ltl ltl . ...... -C u UC ,: -C u uc· 
a, 0 :~ .·n::J c- .QJ 0 -~ _«;J c- -ns 

~ ltl --S- .,....ltl ...,_ ltl S-S- --~ ..., ..,.. .. :·.u u s..-Occupational Group -"' +>-
~ :cn .,.... Cl) QJ "0 --~ .. ltl Cl) QJ"0·o en e E:C .C C .-- -en QJe 

I- i5 a:, "' .-.::r: c:x::c:x:: ex::- 3C:X:: -- cc ::r: ex:: ex:: &.= 
Official/ 

·1Administrative 12 6 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Professional 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

3 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0Technician 

5 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 .o 0Protective Service 

4 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0Para-Professional 

Office/Clerical 9 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 3 0 0 

Skilled Craft 21 5 0 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Seryice/Maintenance 10 2 1 6 0 0 0 0 1 0 .0 

O'.65 18 1 31 0 0 9 0 6 0Total 

SOURCE: • --Aridy-Ga"rcia"~ Mayor, state an·d•tocar Gove'fnment Irirormati"cm lEEo-.::41, 
__ Ci_~y of Truth or Consequenc~s (-12/82). ___ ____________ _ 



Table 6171 
Municipal Work force 
1982/City: Truth or Cons.equences 

Percent Distribution 

Ma 1 e FPma-1 e 

Occupational Group 

Official/
Administrative 

Professional 

-«s 
+,) 
0 ....... 

100.0% 

100.0% 

....... 
QJ 0 
+>..-
-.S:::. enC 
3:<C 

so.m 

a.a 

u 
C -

~ «s u C. 
«s en. 

%:co ...... -
Q.0% 141'.6% 

-
a.a a.a 

C 
«s u 

c-«s s.. 
.,... QJ -
en e 

<C c:c 

0.0% 

a.a 

C 
RS 
U C 

- «s
'- -CIJ "0e r:: 

c:c -

-
0.0% 

a.a 

....... 
QJ 0 
+>..-
·- en 

.S:::. C:z <C 

0.0% 

100.0 

~ 
-o 

«s 
al -

0.0% 

a.a 

u 
C -«s 
C. 
In-= 

8.4% 

a.a 

C 
«s u 

c-
«s '-

- QJen e 
<C<C 

. 
0.0% 

a.a 

r:: 
«s ·u C 

- ,as...-
QJ"O

I.= 

0.0% 

0.0 

Technician 

-
Protective Service 

100.0% 

100.0% 
·-

0.0 

60.0 

a.a 

a.a 

100.0 

'0.0 

.a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

20.0 

a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

a.a 

Para-Professional 

Office/Clerical 

100.0% 

100.0% 

so.a 

-a.a 

Q. Q • 

. 
a.a 

0.0 

a.a· 

a.a 

0.0 

a.a 

a.a 

25.0 

66.7 

a.a 

0.0 

25.0 

33.3 

a.a 

0.0 

a.a 

a.a 

Skilled Craft 100.0% 23.8 0.0 76. 2 0.0 a.a a.a 0.0 0.0 0.0 a.a 

Service/Maintenance 100.0% 20.0 10 .0 so.a a.a 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 0.0 0.0 

Total 

I White/Anglo
Minority 

fficial/
Administrative 

100,0% 21.n l.5~ i7. 7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Figure 1 

13. 9% 0.0% 9.2% 0.0 ~ a.a~ 

echnician 

Protective Service 

Para-Professional 

ffice/Clerical 

ervice/Maintenance 

Total City 
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School District 

Introduction 

The Truth or Consequences school district takes in the entire1:ounty.
During the current school year, the district reported a student enrollment 
of 1,352. 

Composition of the School Board (Table 1) 

Since 1973, two Hispanic males have served on the Truth or Consequences
school board. From 1975, at least one Anglo woman has served on the 
board. In 1983, the school board consisted of one Anglo Male, two Anglo
females, and two Hispanic males. During the study period, no blacks, 
American Indians or Asian Americans have been elected to serve on the 
board. 

School Enrollment (Table 2) 

Since the 1968-69 school year, the student enrollment in the district 
has remained stable. However, the composition of the student body has 
changed. In the 1968-69 school year, for example, Anglos constituted 
57.4 percent of the student enrollment, while minorities made up 42.6 
percent. For the latest school year - 1983-1984 - the proportion of 
Anglo students attending schools in the district increased to 62.6 
percent, while the minority enrollment declined to 37.4 percent. The 
greatest loss occurred among Hispanic students. In 1968 they made up
42.2 percent of the enrollment in the district. By 1983 they
constituted 37.1 percent of the total student population. Blacks, Asian 
Americans and American Indians comprised only a very small proportion of 
the district's student population during the study period. 

District Employment (Tables 3-4) 

During the 1982-83 school year, the Truth or Consequences school 
district employed 131 full-time employees. Of that number, 74.8 
percent were Anglo, and 25.2 percent were Hispanic. No blacks, Asian 
Americans or American Indians were employed by the district. Women made 
up 62.6 percent of the total employment. 

Most of the district's work force was employed in three major job areas: 
Elementary School Teachers (34), Secondary School Teachers {44), and 
Service Workers (25). Of the 34 full-time elementary school teachers 
employed by the district, Anglos constituted 79.4 percent of the total, 
while minorities made up 20.6 percent. At the secondary level, Anglos
comprised 79.5 percent of the 44 teachers employed at that level. 
Minorities, on the other hand, made up 20.5 percent. In the service 
worker category, Anglos-comprised 56.0 percent of the total work force, 
while minorities made up 44.0 percent. 
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With regard to the major policy and decisionmaking positions in the 
district - Officials/Administrators/Managers. Principals and Assistant 
Principals - Anglos dominated. For example, all of the official, 
administrative and managerial positions were held by AngTos. Of the 
four principal positions in the district. three were held by Anglos and 
one by an Hispanic. 

Women were mainly concentrated in the teaching, clerical and service job 
areas. For example, 88.2 percent of all the elementary scnool teaching
jobs were held by women. They also held 45.5 percent of all the 
teaching jobs at the secondary level. In addition, they held all of the 
teacher aide and clerical jobs in the district. Anglo women occupied 
most of these jobs. Few, however, were employed in policy or 
decisionmaking-type jobs in the district. Of the six positions
designated as such, one was held by a woman. 



Table 1 
174 Composition of School 

Board by Race/Ethnicity
and Gender: 1973-1985 
Truth or Consequences Municipal 

Schools 
White/ American Asian 
Anglo Black Indian American Hispanic Total Minority

Year M F M F M F M F M . f. M F M F# 

1973-75 3 0 0 0 0 0· 0 2 . 0 5 2 00 . . a.' 
' .. 

1975-77 2 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 4 , 2 0 

1977-79 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 4 1 2 0 

1979-81 2 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 4 1 2 0 

1981-83 2 2 0 0 . 0 0. 0 0 2 0 4 2 2 0 

1983-85 1 2 0"- ·O 0 0.. 0 0 2 0 3 2 2 0 

. Total 12 -7_ 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 24 :7 12 0 

Percent Distribution 

wn1te A111er1can As1an 
Anglo Black Indian• American Hispanic Total Minority 

Vo~r 

1973-75 60.0% 0.0 % . 0.0 % 0.0% 40.0% 100.0% 40.0% 

1975-77 60.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0 % 40.0% 100.0% 40.0% 

1977-79 60.0% 0.0% · 0.0% 0.0% 40.0% 100.0% 40·..0% 

1979-81 60.0% 0.0% 0.0%' 0.0% 40.0'h 100.0% •40.0'6 

1981-83 66. 7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 33.3% 100.0% 33.3% 

1983-85 60.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%. 40.0% 100.0% 40.0% 

Total 61. 3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% ..38. 7% 100.0% 38.7% 

SOURCE: . Garfield ·Guteirrez, Administrator, and Michael May,
Administrator, Truth or Consequences Municipal Schools, 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico .. 



TABLE 2 

School Enrollment by Race, 
Ethnicity and Gender - 1968-1984 

K-12 Elementary/Secondary 

School District Truth or conseguences County ·sierra 

Total White/ Asian American Total 
School Year Enrollment Anglo- Black Hispanic American Indian Minority 

1968-1969! 1,431 821 1 604 0 5 610 
100.0% 57.4% 0.1% 42.2% 0.0% 0.3% 42.6% 

1976-19772 1,652 1,060 6 582 0 4 592 
100.0% 64.2% 0.4% 35.2% 0.0% 0.2% 35.8% 

1982-19833 1,422 892 6 523 0 1 530 
100.0% 62.7% 0.4% 36.8% 0.0% 0.1% 

t 

37.3% ..........,
1983-19844 1,352 846 5 501 0 0 506 <.n 

100.0% 62.6% 0.4% 37 .1% 0.0% 0.0% 37 .4% • 

.. 
SOURCE: 1. U.S. Department of Health, Education.and.Welfare/Office for Civil Rights, pirectory of Public 

Elementar· ·and·secondar Schools in·selected Districts. ·EnrOllment·and Staff by Racial/Ethnic 
roup, a ew· ex co. 

2. U.S. Department of Health, Education.and Welfare/Office for.Civil Rights,'Directory of 
Elementary·and Secondary School Districts·and·schools 1n·selected School Distr.icts: School 
ear 

3. New Mexico State Department of Education. Data derived from estimates provided through
individual District/Chapter I applications for funding under Education Consolidation and 
Improvement Act. Information provided by the State Education Department, June 1983. 

4. Ibid. ·---·······-··-··-------------------------------------------------------------



Table 3 Employment Prof1te-ru11 11me 
School District: Truth or Consequences

1982-1983 School Year 

School District Work Force 
M , L F F f" M A r= 

u C C ,,-u C C 

...... C "' 0 "'UC ...... C ,,-"'u "' UC
C• CLASS IFI CATION QJ 0 .::J. C ,,- ,,- ta QJ 0 .::J. •r- "' s.. ,,- u a. s..-- .µ_ u 

lt1 

,,-

"' a. .µ- "' "' s.. QJ -c,•r-.µ ,,- C'I Cl) ,,-"' s..QJ ,,- en Cl) QJ"' - - - ~-,,- ec 
~ -:Es _11 .5 1~ ~s ~ "' -r- ~~ 

UTTlClalS/ - . 
Administrators/Manager's 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Principals 4 2 0 l 0 0 l 0 0 0 0 

Assistant Principa1s1 0 0 0 0 0 , 0 o· 0 0 0 0 

Elementary Teachers 34 2 0 2 0 0 25 0 5 0 0
• 

Secondary Teachers 44 20 0 4 0 o·. 15 0 5 0 0 
I -Other Classroom 

Teachers 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 " O'I 

Professionals 2 7 3 0 l 0 0 3 0 . 0 0 0 

Teacher Aides 7 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 3. 0 0 

Technicians 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
' 

Clerical/Secretarial 6 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 1 . 0 0 

Service Workers 25 4 0 6 0 0 10 0 5 0 0 
I 

Skilled Workers 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 ·o 0 0 

Laborers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

I 

Total 131 35 0 14 0 0 63 0 19 0 0 

Garfield Gutierrez, Administrator, Truth or Consequences Municipal School District,SOURCE: 
Truth or Cooseo~eocesa tJew Mexiffi (EE~-5) J~/2ztZ91. Includes teaching and non-teac nq_.or ncioa. 

2. Inclvdes guidance counselors, psychologists, librarians/consultants, other professionals. 



t;.lllp I U.JIIICI I I, r I U I I I C - • Y • • • • '"''"Table 4 School District: Truth or Consequences 
1982-1983 School Year 

Percent D1stributinn 
~,.hnnl r strict WnY-k Force 

M A L E FEMALE . 
CLASSIFICATION 

UTTlCla IS/ 
Administrator~/Managers 

Principals 

Assistant Principals 

Elementary Teachers 

-RS .µ 
0..,_ 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

...... 
CU 0 
.µ-
.,.. C, 
.C: C 
3 ci:: 

100.0% 

50.0 

0.0 

5.9 

.:rt 
u 
RS 

al -
0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

u.,..
C 
RS 
0. 
en ..,..

::c 

0.0% 

25~0 

0.0 

5.9 

. 

. 

C 
RS u

C ,,-
RS S.. 

.,.. QJ 

~Je 

0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

C 
RS 
UC 
,,- RS s.. .,.. 
QJ "'O

Je .s 
0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

...... 

.CU 0 

.µ-

.,.. C, 

.C: C 
3cC 

0.0% 

25.0 

0.0 

73.5 

.:rt 
u 
RS 

al -
0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

o.o 

U· .,.. 
C 
RS 
0. 
en .,.. 

::c 

0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

14. 7 

C 
RS 
u

C ,,-
RS S.. 

~! 
0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

C 
RS uc 
,,- RS 
s..-cu "'O 

~.s 
0.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Secondary Teachers 

Other Classroom 
Teachers 
Professionals 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

45.4 

· 0.0 

42.9 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

9. 1 

0.0 

14.2 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

34. 1 

0.0 

42.9 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

11.4 

0.0 

0.0· 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

.... 
" " 

Teacher Aides 

Technicians 

100.0% 

100.0% 

0.0 

0.0 

o.o 
0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

57.1 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

42.9 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

· 0.0 

Clerical/Secretarial 

Service Workers 

100.0% 

100.0% 

0.0 

16.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

24.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

83.3 

40.0 

0.0 

0.0 

16. 7 

20.0· 

0.0 

o.o 
o.o . 
0.0 

Skilled Workers 100.0% 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0,0 •0.0 0.0 

Laborers 100.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total 100.0% 26.7% 0.0% 10.7% 0.0% 0.0% 48.;1% 0.0% 14.5% 0.0% 0.0% 

SOURCE: Garfield Gutierrez, Administrator, Truth or. Consequences Municipal School District, 
kutb or Cons;eqnences New Mexico (EEQ-5} J2-27-79,.. . 
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Methodology 

Purpose of Study 

The pur~ose of this profile is to examine ..and analyze key·aemographic 
employment, education and political participation trends in southern New 
Mexico over the past decade. 

Scope 

The counties and municipalities surveyed during the course of this study 
are as follows: Curry (Clovis), Roosevelt (Portales}, Lea (Hobbs}, Chaves 
(Roswell); Eddy (Carlsbad}, Otero (Alamogordo}, Sierra (Truth or 
Consequences}, Dona Ana (Las Cruces), Luna (Deming}, Grant. (Silver City), 
and Hidalgo (Lordsburg}. Figure 1 describes the geographical focus of this 
study. 

With regard to school districts, it was discovered that there are more 
than 25 districts in the 11 county region. Because of limited resources it 
was decided to survey only, tbese districts encompassing the major
municipalities or towns in each of the counties surveyed. The following
school districts wer~ covered: Alamogordo, Carlsbad, Clovis, 
Deming, Hobbs, Las Cruces, Lordsburg; Portales, Roswell, Silver City, and 
Truth or Consequences. Figure 2 shows the location of these districts in 
the study area. 

Data Sources 

With regard to population, income and employment data, the following census 
publications were used: 

U.S. Department of Comerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 
General Population Characteristics, New Mexico PC(lm3. 

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 
General Social and Economic Characteristics, New Mexico 
PC(ll-C-33. 

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1980 
Supplementary Report, Advanced Estimates of Social,­
Economic, and Housing Characteristics, New Mexico PHC 
ao-s2-33. 

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1980 
Summary Characteristics for Governmental Units and "Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, New Mexico PHC-80-3-33. 
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Additional census data was provided by the University of New Mexico's 
Databank, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, for each of the counties and municipalities surveyed. 

Employment data for the study area was obtained from the New Mexico 
Employment Security Department, Research and Statistics Section and from 
the Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque. 

Political Participation Data 

A comprehensive listing of those persons who have been elected to county
and State offices in the survey area was obtained from the following
publications: 

Roster of State of New Mexico. Elective State, 
Legislative, District and County Officials. Editions 
1969-70 through 1983-84 

These rosters were provided by the Secretary of State's Office, Santa Fe, 
New Mexicb. 

With regard to city council or co11111ission elected officials, the names of 
those who served on each of the councils since 1972 were solicited from and 
provided by the Mayor's Office in these co11111unities. 

The names of those who served on the surveyed school boards since 1973 were 
solicited from and provided by the Office of the School Superintendent in 
these districts. 

Public Employment Data 

The most current EE0-4 report forms were requested from each municipal and 
county governmental unit included in the survey area. All governmental
units having 100 or more employees are required to submit to the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Co11111ission a State and Local Government Information, 
EE0-4 form. This form provides information on the composition of the 
city's or county's work force by race, ethnicity, sex, job category and 
salary level for a specific reporting year. 

For each of the school districts included in the survey, a copy of their 
latest Elementar~-Secondary Staff Information, EE0-5 form was requested
from the Schooluperintendent's Office. The EE0-5 provides information on 
the district's work force by race, ethnicity, sex, job classification, and 
salary level for a specific school year. All districts with 1,800 or more 
students must submit this form to the EEOC. 
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School Enrollment Data 

Infonnation on school enrollment for the 1968-69 and 1976-77 school years 
was obtained from previous statistical reports prepared by the then U.S. 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. School enrollment data for 
both the 1982-83 and 1983-84 school years was obtained froin~individual 
district Chapter I applications for funding under the Education 
Consolidation and Improvement Act which are submitted ~o the State 
Department of Education in Santa Fe on an annual basis. 

Data Analysis
Population and EmploY1!!ent Data 

Infonnation from various census reports were compiled, summarized and 
analyzed for each of the municipalities and counties surveyed. In some 
cases, specific data was not available because of the small size of the 
sample population. Whenever a sample population was used to define a 
pattern it has been noted. 

Political Participation Data 

Using infonnation provided by various governmental entities -- Secretary of 
State, Office of the Mayor in the surveyed municipalities, and the 
Superintendent's Office in those school districts surveyed -- separate
lists of names were prepared for each of the county, State, municipal, and 
school district elected offices in the survey area by staff of the 
Southwestern Regional Office, U.S. Conmission on Civil Rights. These lists 
were then circulated to selected individuals and organizations familiar 
with the jurisdiction under study in the survey area in order to identify
the race, ethnicity and gender of each of the elected officials. All 
identifications were then verified by a second source. Once this process 
was completed, the infonnation was compiled, surmnarized, and analyzed to 
define patterns and trends over the study time period. 

In some instances data on public officials may indicate a larger number of 
officials during a particular time period than actually exists because of 
resignations and/or mid-term appointments. There may also be some 
overlapping and/or duplication from one time period to another. 

Public Employment Data 

Employment data for each city, county and school district in the survey 
area were derived from either EE0-4 or EE0-5 reporting fonns which were 
solicited from the specific governmental unit being studied. In those 
instances where a conmunity had less than 100 employees, a specific request 
was made to obtain infonnation on that comunity's work force by race, 
ethnicity, sex, job classification and salary level. All information was 
reviewed for consistency and accuracy, and then compiled, summarized and 
analyzed to define patterns of employment in each of the governmental units 
covered in this survey. 
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For the purpose of this report, the following race/ethnic categories are 
used: 

a. White/Anflo (not of Hispanic origin): All persons having
originsn any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, 
or the Middle East. • ~ 

b. Black (not of Hispanic origin): All perso~s h~ving origins
in any of the black racial groups of Africa. 

c. Hispanic: All persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican,·cuban, 
Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or origin,
regardless of race. 

d. Asian American: All persons having origins in any of the 
or1g1nal peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, and Indian 
Subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands. 

e. American Indian: All persons having origins in any of the 
original peoples of North America, and who maintain cultural 
identification through tribal affiliation or comunity
recognit1on. 

For the purpose of this report, the term minority includes the following
population groups unless otherwise noted: Blacks, Hispanics, Asian 
Americans and American Indians. 

Review and Comment 

Each section of this report was sent to the appropriate governmental entity
for review and co11111ent. Our main concern was that the factual, infonnation 
on which conclusions in the profile are based were accurate. We realize 
that certain parts of the profile are a matter of judgment based on our 
research and interpretation of available data. Therefore each entity was 
sent a draft of their section and given ten (10) working days from its 
receipt to comment. Where appropriate corrections were made in the data 
and/or conclusions on the basis of their response. All letters of response 
are available in our files and can be obtained by writing to: 

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
Southwestern Regional Office 
418 S. Main 
San Antonio, TX 78204 
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