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U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
BRIEFING ON ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN PETITION
December 5, 1997

CHAIRPERSON BERRY: On behalf of the Commissioners, I
welcome everyone to this briefing on the alleged civil rights
implications on Asian Pacific Americans and legal permanent
residents of Asian descent as a result of the campaign finance
controversy.

This briefing is in response to a petition filed by
attorneys Edward Chen and Dale Minami on behalf of 18 Asian
Pacific American groups and individuals.

The recent controversy over improper campaign

fundraising and alleged attempts by foreign governments to

influence elections through monetary contributions has reéulted
in a renewed dialogue on the subject of campaign finance reform.
While that dialogue is significant and necessary and any
violation of campaign finance laws should be fully investigated,
according to the petitioners the controversy has become
racialized with adverse discriminatory consegquences to immigrants
and Asian Pacific Americans.

It is this latter concern and not that of campaign
finance .reform generally that is the focus of this briefing.

The petitionetrs make specific aliegations of a
systematic pattern of racial stereotyping and scapegoating
directed at Asian Pacific Americans and legal immigrants. Each
of these is an allegation. No determination has been made as to
the accuracy of these charges or to the validity of any defense,
denial or countercharge.

Commission briefings generally rely on voluntary,
unsworn presentations by briefing participants to educate the

Commissioners about important civil rights issues. In this
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instance, because the potential civil rights implications of the
campaign finance controversy were brought to this Commission in
the form of a petition, our Office of General Counsel initially
examined the petition to ensure that its allegations were within
our jurisdiction.

We will hear first from Sicilia Chinn, an attorney in
the Office of General Counsel, who will provide us with an
overview of the petition and relevant legal precedent and a
summary of staff's research on the issues raised by the petition.

Following the overview, the panelists identified on the
agenda will be called to come forward to present their statements
and to respond to any questions that the Commissioners may have.
Many of the panelists have traveled some distance to be with us
here today.

It is important and the Commission unanimously agreed
that we hear and learn about the civil rights concerns raised by
this controversy for the Asian Pacific American community. The
Commission has a long interest in this subject -- has done a lot
of research on this subject and has published reports.

In particular, I refer you to our "Civil Rights Issues
Facing Asian Americans in the 1990s" report that the Commission
did in 1992, which has some recommendations relevant to this
discussion ‘today. One of them is that the country's political
leadership should endeavof to create a national climate. that
discourages anti-Asian discrimination and that increases public
awareness about these issues and combats prejudice and violence.
And there are recommendations addressed to media portrayals of
Asian and Pacific Americans.

Our interest and agreement in holding this briefing are
to educate ourselves and the public about any inaccurate
assumptions and stereotypes perpetuated about Asian Pacific
Americans, or any political scapegoating on the basis of race

that has occurred, as a result of the campaign finance

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(301) 565-0064 2



" controversy and the harmful effects of either on the concepts of
equality and justice, to which I am certain we all adhere.

Would any Commissioner like to make a statement of any
kind before I call on Sicilia Chinn?

(No response.)

If not, Sicilia, could you come forward to present the
overview?

MS. CHINN: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Reform of campaign fundraising practices has come under
intense congressional and media scrutiny in the past year.
Sparked by allegations that three Asian Pacific Americans, John
Huang, Johnny Chung and Charles Trie, improperly solicited
political contributions for the Democratic National Committee,
both houses of Congress initiated hearings this summer into the
alleged campaign finance abuses. Many Asian Pacific American
1eaders'have criticized what they view as an unfair focus on
their community as a result of the charges against Messrs. Huang,
Trie and Chung, and further allege that the investigations have
become racially slanted.

In September of this year, 18 Asian Pacific American
organizations and individuals filed a petition with the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights seeking an investigation of their
complaints of stereotyping and racial scapegoating in connection
-‘with the campaign finance controﬁersy. S .

The allegations raised by the pefitioners reflect the
long-standing tensions between our nationally cherished First
Amendment freedom of expression and ocur vital commitment to
equality for all. With full recognition of these tensions, this
briefing was prepared jointly by the Commission's Office of
General Counsel and its Public Affairs Unit. A briefing paper
outlining the claims and summarizing the relevant legal
precedents was prepared and distributed to the Commissioners.

Our briefing preparation focused on the specific
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allegations of discriminatory and racially insensitive treatment
of Asian Pacific Americans by the major political parties,
members of Congress and government officials, and there are also
allegations against the news media. We sought to examine these
allegations of unfair treatment and their civil rights
implications while honoring the delicate balance of free speech.
Although we considered what lawful limitations exist on what
people can say, we focused more so on potential discriminatory
ramifications of what people do say.

The Commission has previously evaluated the effects of
the type of racial stereotyping which underlies the petitioners’
claims in its 1992 report entitled "Civil Rights Issues Facing
Asian Americans in the 1990s.” In that report, the Commission
noted that Asian Pacific Americans have long been the subject of
the model minority stereotype and the untrustworthy foreigner -
stereotype. The model minority stereotype characterizes Asian
Pacific Americans as quiet, obedient, nonadversarial, but
economically successful, and therefore not in need of protection
under anti-discrimination laws. Under the perpetual foreigner
stereotype, Asian Pacific Americans have been portrayed as
untrustworthy and unable to assimilate.

The petition reminds us of this country's history of
discrimination against Asians and Asian Pacific Americans,
‘including immigration- exclusion écts targeted againét Asian
immigrants and the internmeﬁt of over lO0,0bO persons of Japanese
descent during World War II. The perception of Asian Pacific
Americans as disloyal foreigners is at the root of many of the
allegations of improper conduct cited in the petition. And to
the extent that either of these stereotypes define or contribute
to the treatment of Asian Pacific Americans in the current
context, civil rights concerns are implicated and this Commission
has jurisdiction to hear the claims.

The petitioners' allegations of discrimination may be
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broadly grouped into three categories. Number one, political
participation of Asian Pacific Americans; number two,
accountability of national government officials and the major
political parties; and number three, the news media. I will
briefly summarize our activities on these topics.

First, political participation. Petitioners charge
that responses by Congress and the Democratic National Committee
to the campaign finance controversy will limit or has limited in
a discriminatory manner the participation of Asian Pacific
Americans in politics. Our background research found that the
United States Supreme Court has held that the act of donating to
a political campaign is speech that is protected under the First
Amendment. Under current law, legal permanent residents are
permitted to donate to political campaigns. Our efforts on the
political participation topic’focused on complaints raised by the
petitioners against the DNC and, in particular, the Committee’s
audit of campaign contributions and their voluntary policy of
banning legal permanent residents from making campaign
contributions.

Several news articles suggested that Asian Pacific
Americans may be less willing to become involved in electoral
politics either because of the DNC's actions or because of
negative publicity from the controversy. We interviewed several
individuals Qho'were audited by the DNé aﬁd also céntacted the
DNC for-their comments. .

. Another issue raised by the petition and elaborated
upon in interviews was whether the campaign finance controversy
was affecting Asian Pacific American candidates for political
offices. To gain more information about electoral candidates, we
contacted several Asian Americans who currently serve or in the
past have served as elected officers. Reactions to the issue of
fundraising for Asian American candidates were mixed, with some

noting a decrease in contributions while at least one noted a

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(301) 565-0064 5



significant increase.

Under the topic of accountability of national
government officials and the major political parties, we first
addressed allegations that members of Congress have made racially
insensitive remarks in connection with the campaign finance
controversy. For each member of Congress who was named as having
made such a remark, we sent a copy of the petition and a letter
identifying the specific allegation against the ﬁember and also
informing the member of our briefing and inviting the member to
comment. Due in part to the congressional recess, responses to
our inquiries were limited.

In general, official remarks by members of Congress are
protected by the Speech or Debate Clause of the Constitution.

Our research was not intended to identify a basis for legal
liability. Instead, our research focused on the internal rules
of the House and the Senate and any ethical guidelines which
might apply to speech that may be construed as racially
insensitive. Staff requested information from the chair and the
ranking minority members of the Rules committees of the House and
Senate, as well as from the chair and ranking minority members of
the ethics committees for each chamber. We also contacted
several professors with expertise on government ethics.

Our'research reveals that the only substantive
restriction on sbeech,in:the Senate is a pfohibition against
disparaging remarks about a Staté or the conduét or motive of a
colleague. 1In the House of Representatives, members must treat
each other respectfully and avoid specific references to the
Senate, individual Senators and the President of the United
States.

We also addressed concerns regarding admission to the
White House. Petitioners allege that under DNC policy, legal
permanent residents are barred from DNC-sponsored events at thé

White House. During our interviews we heard complaints about

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC.

(301) 565-0064 6

i




reported incidents at the White House, including that involving
Commissioner Lee, in which visitors were subjected to additional
scrutiny apparently because of their Asian surnames or
appearance. Some of the petitioners construed these incidents as
negative effects of the campaign finance controversy. We
followed up on these allegations by requesting information from
the Secret Service and the White House Social Secretary on
policies governing admission by appointment to the White House.
The Secret Service responded by letter that it oversees the
security screening and admission of visitors to the White House
and that the only grounds for exclusion would be in cases where
the individual seeking admission posed a potential source of
physical danger to someone under the protection of the Secret
Service or to the White House complex.

Petitioners charge that a fundraising letter issued by
the National Republican Senatorial Committee was designed to
arouse anti-immigrant sentiment. In response to our inguiries, a
letter from the NRSC stated that their fundraising letters
carefully distinguish between illegal contributions by foreign
nationals and lawful participation by American citizens of every
race and national origin.

Finally, a summary of the new media topic. Petitioners
alleged that media coverage of the campaign finance controversy
contributed to stereotyping and racialization of the controversy.
They alleged that the news media focused on possible campaign law
violations by Asians and Asian Americans while giving little
attention to violations by persons of non-Asian descent. -
Petitioners also alleged that the media engaged in racial
stereotyping when reporting these stories.

The representatives on the news media panel for this
briefing were identified, interviewed and selected by the Public
Affairs Unit. During the interview process, Public Affairs staff

invited comment from many individuals representing broadcast and
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print media. They also contacted several journalism professors,
seeking throughout to obtain a variety of viewpoints on the
difficult issue of how to draw the line between political satire
and unfair stereotyping.

In closing, I would like to emphasize that throughout
our research efforts, staff remained aware of the competing
_interests presented in the Asian Pacific American petition. Some
persons or organizations named in the petition, though unable to
attend, expressed interest in providing written submissions to
the Commission. The OGC will deliver all responses to the Staff

Director as they are received for distribution to the

Commissioners.

The panelists assembled today reflect a variety of
perspectives and are prepared to provide the Commission with
detailed accounts of their experiences in light of the campaign
finance controversy.

Thank you, Madam Chair. That concludes my
presentation.

CHATIRPERSON BERRY: Thank you very much, Ms. Chinn.

We would now call the first panel: Ms. Daphne Kwok,
Ms. Susan Au Allen, and Mr. Joe Sandler. Could you please come
forward?

(Pause.)

Daphne Kwok is Executive Director of the Organization
' of Chinese Americans. She's been the Executive Director since
September 1990. OCA is a non-profit civil rights organization
representing over 10,000 members with 41 chapters. It monitors
legislation pertaining to the Asian American community. OCA's
involvement with the petition included providing examples and
identifying issues to be presented in the petition.

I want to welcome you, Ms. Kwok, and we appreciate very
much your willingness to be here to discuss these issues with us

today.
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Could you proceed?

MS. KWOK: Thank you very much, Chairwoman Berry, and
to all the Commissioners, on behalf of the petitioners I want to
thank you very much for providing us this opportunity in a very
timely manner. I know it's not easy to pull all of this together
in a very short period of time, since we just presented you the
petition back in September. And so I want to thank you on behalf
of all the petitioners. )

The campaign fundraising controversy has been a very
racialized and injurious event to the Asian American community
for the past 15 months. And each day that has gone by the Asian
American community, all 10 million of us, has really been
impacted by it. And it's not necessarily just the few
individuals that have been named over and over again in the media
accounts about their allegations of improprieties. But because
we are all Asian Americans, because we have black hair and
because of our Asian American features and because of how we've
been characterized in media accounts and press accounts, we feel
that all of us have been impacted by this controversy.

The Asian American community is responding through this
petition and it's very much from the grassroots. While 14
organizations and four individuals are named in the petition, we
really have come together as a result of the Asian American
éommunity really for the.last half year screaming to us, saying
that something's got to be done. Something's got to be done;
we've got to be able to speak out and let our feelings be known
on this. And so we really represent a very broad constituency;
people from the Democratic Party, from the Republican Party, from
the independent side as well. So we are very much a nonpartisan
effort here.

The Commission report that was issued and has been
referred to already as back in 1992 is one of the reasons that we

brought this petition before the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.
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The Commission has already looked into the issues of concern that
we are reiterating now in this present day of 1996-97, and many
of the recommendations that were made in the Commission report
are very relevant today..

I'd especially like to point out Recommendation Number
39, which talks about media portrayal of Asian Americans -- that
it needs to be balanced and sensitive coverage to the Asian
American community. And we look forward to a third panel, which
will talk specifically about the media portrayal and Asian
Americans.

The petition seeks to lay a public record, and we're
very pleased that a Federal agency has taken on our petition and
~will hopefully lend credibility that this is not just the Asian
American community bringing up these issues. We want to educate
and advance this entire nation  forward, so we can all be a much
more harmonious country, as we are a very, very diverse country. .

I know it's very ironic that unfortunately as the Asian
American community only has come into its political empowerment
over the last year and finally voicing our concerns, that we are
now being accused of playing the race card. And we feel that
this is extremely hypocritical, especially because so many
examples that we want to describe to you today really, we feel
very strongly, have to do with because we.are Asian American.

B Even Federal ElectionS'Cbmmissioner John Warren McGary
has mentioned the same thinéf Hé was at a conference that Ling-
chi Wang -- who's here today and will be speaking -- had on
campaign finance reform. The Commissioner, in reference to
Thomas Kramer, a German national who was fined $323,000 in the
last election cycle for improper campaign contributions that
barely made the news, said i1f he were an Asian American, the
media would have taken it on and on and on and brought up his _
name over and over and over again. Commissioner McGary also has

been quoted as saying that to be singling out one group for
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whatever reason escapes any reasonable explanation, in reference
to the Asian American community.

Just very quickly, I wanted to bring up some particular
incidents that give an overview of why the Asian American
community has really been concerned over the past year.

One was the Democratic National Committee's audit of
contributions made in the last election cycle. They audited
eight different categories with eight different kinds of
requirements, and we felt that six of those categories
specifically focused on the Asian American community -- that we
were singled out and overlooked at in those categories. While
all donors over $10,000 were audited -- that's fine. But there
was another category. In particular, any Asian American who
participated in the DNC-related finance event that raised from
$5,000 upwards was scrutinized. Nobody else in this country who
raised between $5,000 to $10,000 was scrutinized, so why was it
just the Asian American community who was scrutinized under that
reqguirement?

A second example is Simon Fireman, presidential
candidate Bob Dole's fundraiser, who was fined $6 million for
campaign contributions, and yet that news barely made any of the
major media markets and it was buried on about page 20 of all the
major newspapers. Why was there no outrage and no further
investigation into Simon Fireman's céntiibutions? - .

And a third category has ta do with public officials,
such as Ross Perot. 1In a University of Pennsylvania speech back
in the last election cycle when he was talking about the campaign
contributors he said, "So far we haven't found an American name;
rather, we have someone named O'Reilly instead of Huang working
for us."”™ And when he talked about Mark Middleton and James Wood,
obviously not Asian American names -- when those names were
raised, he said, "Now that's two names that you can relate to."

We want to also mention that for elected officials who
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really are the leadership of this country, it is very important
what they say and how they say things about the various members
of our community. And, unfortunately, many of our elected
officials in the last year have made some very unkind statements
about the Asian American community.

But I wanted to bring up an example with Senator
Brownback of Kansas, who made two comments abou; the Asian
American community, especially about John Huang, making light of
his name. "Two Huangs don't make a right." But when Senator
Brownback realized what he had said and how injurious this was to
the Asian American community, he did apologize. He apologized to
myself and one of my colleagues profusely. He realized the harm
that had been done to the Asian American community. And this is
something that really needs to be brought out. And, hopefully,
it won't happen again.

CHAIRPERSON BERRY: Daphne, I forgot to tell you you
have no more than 10 minutes. I forgot to tell you that. We
will want to have guestions.

MS. RKWOK: But, unfortunately, Asian Americans know
racism too well.

I just want to end by bringing this home to OCA in
particular. We have been following this from the very broad
view. We have also been impacted directly, as well, too. OCA
did reéeive_a subpoena froﬁ.the U.S.-Debartment of Juétiée for
our hembership records in referénce té indiviauals who have been
at the center of the cbntroversy. We have also received requests
from the Senate Governmental Affair Committee about our
attendance list at our national convention.

All of these have had a tremendous chilling effect on
OCA. For us, we are an organization that has been very, very
strong in separating out our work here domestically. We do not
get involved with anything having to do with overseas and foreign

affairs. And just to have this cloud -- we did produce the
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documents that were requested in the DOJ and Governmental Affairs
requests, but we really had nothing to produce to them -- but
just for people to even know that OCA was subpoenaed gives us
this cloud that OCA must be involved somehow, that there must be
something wrong with OCA.

Also, one of our individual student interns was
invited, went to the White House for a tour, gave the necessary
information about her citizenship status, put down as a U.S.
citizen. Actually, she was very interesting. She came to D.C.,
you know, very skeptical about the government and public service
and hearing all the negatives about that. But she spent 10 weeks
here in D.C. and was extremely excited and enthused about the
dedication that public servants have to this country, and she
wanted to come back next year and was even thinking about
interning for her senator. So this summer really has had a
tremendous impact in opening her eyes up to what this Federal
government public service can do.

But when she went to the White House and she was asked
about her citizenship status, even though she's a U.S. citizen
she was questioned about her citizenship status -- are you really
an American or you must not be an American because your name
doesn't sound American; it's a Chinese name. That totally
deflated her whole image about what Washington, D.C. and the
governmént have to do. She now looks upon the government very
skeptically because she directly herself was impacted. And I
think this is a tremendous loss.

So OCA, along with my colleagues, are trying to rebuild
the credibility and the importance of Asian Americans becoming
involved in the political process. And so we feel that this is a
tremendous step forward and we look forward to questions.

Thank you very much. '

CHAIRPERSON BERRY: Thank you very much, Ms. Kwok.

Our next briefer is Ms. Susan Au Allen, who is
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President of the U.S. Pan Asian American Chamber of Commerce and
chair of the Excellence 2000 award. She's an attorney and law
partner in Paul Shearman Allen & Associates, and she has had a
wide variety of civic activities and has been in the media
commenting on various things, very widely seen and highly
visible.

Ms. Allen, thank you very much for being with us, and
please proceed.

MS. AU ALLEN: Thank you.

I apologize for being late. I went to the wrong
building; went to the library.

It is good that we are having this conversation. This
follows on the heels of the President's town hall meeting or
Ophra Winfrey show on race relations. I think this is a lot more
k serious, and I hope that something good will come out of this.

I feel flattered that I've been asked to come to speak.
As I looked at the panel of speakers who were invited, I thought
this is rather lopsided. But I do want to commend you, Ms.
Berry, for at least having one dissenting voice here.

All the things I say today will be of a personal
nature. It is my own opinion. And I believe that any American,
irrespective of race, ethnic origin or gender, should have the
right, the Constitutional right, to participate in the political
process.

There are those who choose to not do that. They want
to remain silent. And that is their choice. But there are those
who want to be very active in our political process and that is
their right. But in doing so, they must follow the law. And
this is what our year-long campaign finance contribution
controversy is all about.

And if these people are caught doing the wrong thing,
with their hand in the candy jar, they should be called to answer

questions and account for their activities.
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I hope that the lesson that we draw from the experience
of the past year is not for Asian Americans to retreat from the
political process but be vigilant about following the law. I
also hope that our law enforcers and other Americans do not think
that Asian Americans are crooks, or bad actors, because we are
not. 2aAnd I am confident that they will not £f£ind us so.

I also hope that the group of Asian Americans, who have
been very, very active in protesting the media's reporting of
such novel activities among the Asian American community, do not
feel so embarrassed that they want to sweep wrongdoings under the
rug, because we do not want to appear to be above the law.

So last October when I read in the newspaper that a
group of Asian American leaders were holding press conferences
both on Capitol Hill here in Washington and in New York with the
Reverend Jesse Jackson, condemning the press' reporting oﬁ
allegea wrongdoings by John Huang, I felt shivers creeping up my
spine. I thought to myself, What are they doing? Why don't they
let the process work its way out?

The newspaper is in the business of reporting news.
Asian Americans have for at least as far as I know, 15 years,
been complaining about being stereotyped as the model minority,
the silent minority, the invisible minority. But in the last 10
yvears or so, they have come out. They got busy. They got
- educated in a wide variety of disciplines} They Qof into
politics and were elected into office. They got into high
office, appointed and elected. They got into business. They got
out of the laundry business; few wash people's dirty laundry.
They got into high tech, low tech. They're in the professions.
And they are busy talking about their future.

Well, I thought, we have arrived. So if we want to be
at the table, if we want to play the game, we've got to be able
to stick by the rules. 2and if the kitchen is hot and we can't

stay in there, we should get out and not complain. And that's
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the thought that triggered my letter to the Washington Post, that
Asian Americans -- whether it is John Huang or John Smith,
whether it's Charlie Trie or Charlie Jones -- if they have done
something wrong, the law should treat them the same way.

So as I see my Asian American colleagues protesting how
the press was picking on John Huang, even before all the facts
came out, I thought it was wrong. Well, I got severely
criticized -- little did I know then -- that I dared to speak up
on the other side. So I was the lone dissent. But you know
what? Since then, it has been a yvear and I've spoken to a lot of
people outside of Washington. I’ve asked them:

Do you feel discriminated against? When people look at
you, do they think that you are a crook? When they talked about
campaign finance activities, do you think they thought that you
gave some dirty money? Do you think that they thought thqt you
took sohe money from Taiwan, Indonesia, China, Hong Kong? .

No. They did not think so.

So it is my opinion that all the din that we hear about
the press being unscrupulously scrutinizing Asian Americans is
false.

Let's face it. The fact that Asian Americans have been
so active in politics, the fact that Asian Americans have been
able to raise $5 million -- John Huang's ﬁriend.told me -- Daphne
Kﬁok told me, in fact, in early bctober 1996 at the.Heritage
'Foundation that Mr. Huang single—handedly was responsible for
raisiné $5 million for the DNC. She was very proud of that. She
defended him. .

But there was not just John Huang. It was Charlie
Trie. It was Pauline Kanchanalak. It was Maria Hsia. It was
monks and nuns in the Buddhist temple. 2nd that all led to,
later on, revelations about Valerie Lau, Inspector General of the
Treasury Department, alleged to have destroyed documents.

Of course, we do not like to hear these things. Of
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course, we do not like to show these; of course, we would like
not to wash our dirty laundry in public. But this is America

and, don't forget, we have a free press. The American people

have the right to know about important events such as electing
the head of state.

It is very important that if there is any allegation of
wrongdoing, whether it is Asian American, African American,
Hispanic American, Native American, white American, we let the
sunshine in, find out what went wrong, pull it from the roots and
correct it.

So therefore, when my colleagues say campaign finance
reform and don't target Asian Americans. I disagree. I do not
think that they have been targeted. There maybe have been some
insensitive reporting by saying John Huang, the Chinese American;
Charlie Trie, the Chinese American; Pauline Kanchanalak, the Thai
American. But once again I must say that it is good news for the
media because it is hot news and they are in the business of
reporting news -- things which are unprecedented.

And what we have done as a community was unprecedented.
What we have done today is unprecedented -- 14 Asian American
organizations petition this Commission for a hearing to
investigate whether Asian Americans had been tarred over the last
12 months. This is quite unprecedented. .

CHA&R?ERSON_BERRY: We're goiﬁg fo have duestions, Ms.
Allen, so we thank you for the statement.” If you want to take-
one more minute, you can, but we're going to have questions.

MS. AU ALLEN: Well, my one minute conclusion is, this
whole briefing should not be just about Asian Americans. It 1is
about who took those Asian Americans down this road. If we are
honest enough, irrespective of party loyalty, to ask the gquestion
and truly show a serious interest in finding the truth, maybe --
maybe we will find the truth. And that is, this is not about '

targeting Asian Americans. It is about targeting wrongdoings in
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the last election cycle.

CHAIRPERSON BERRY: Okay. Thank you.

Mr. Joe Sandler is next. Mr. Sandler is General
Counsel of the Democratic National Committee. And before that,
he was Staff Counsel. He's an expert on various matters of
campaign finance ethics and election law. We appreciate very
much your being here, Mr. Sandler. Could you please proceed for
no more than 10 minutes. -

MR. SANDLER: Yes. Thanks very much, Madam Chair and
the members of the Commission.

On behalf of the DNC, we greatly appreciate the
opportunity to be here this morning to address the very serious
and significant charges that have been set out in the petition.

In the 1996 election cycle, the Democratic Party and
the DNC made an unprecedented“effort to reach out to the Asian.
Pacific American community. We're proud of that effort and we're
proud of the success that was achieved in that effort, in that
Asian Pacific Americans did turn out in record numbers and
demonstrated an unprecedented degree of support for our party.

Unfortunately, in the last year the campaign
fundra